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These 17 papers are from a conference held at the University of Stuttgart in 2009. All were presented 

by scholars from Austrian, German and Swiss universities and institutions. They were intended to give 

a comprehensive picture of Wallenstein in German historiography, literary and cultural history from the 

seventeenth century till the end of the last century. They have certainly fulfilled this purpose, starting 

with Pufendorf and Khevenhueller, ending with Diwald  and Mann. Schiller inevitably plays a major roll 

but Ranke, Foerster, Droysen, Hallwich, Pekar and Srbik are given their parts too. Wallenstein is 

covered not only as a figure on the stage and in art but also in the fiction of Doeblin and others – quite 

legitimately as this all colours our view of him. Despite this exhaustive survey, little new about the man 

or his historical significance emerges. In fact one is left with a sense of disappointment at lost 

opportunities. Even in the historiographical surveys there is an obvious gap – the huge contribution of 

Czech historians after the Second World War. Except for Joachim Bahlcke’s paper on Pekar, we are 

left with Wallenstein almost completely as a figure in the history and literature of the Holy Roman 

Empire and its Austro-German successor states. It is also difficult to form any clear impression of 

Wallenstein’s personal and political aims. Although the organisers of the conference probably hoped to 

keep away from Wallenstein as a military figure, it was surely his military career which gave him a 

historical significance.
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