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An instructive work that links Ranke’s personal history to his treatment of Ireland in his »Englische 

Geschichte«, before proceeding to put this treatment in the context of the work of Macaulay, Froude 

and Lecky. The book is relatively brief, especially if the appendixes are excluded. The four appendices 

include an interesting one on the books in Ranke’s library on Anglo-Irish history.

Essentially, the book shows how the correspondence of Clarissa Ranke with John Graves and other 

members of the Graves families serves to provide a fascinating insight into Ranke’s life. In 1843, 

Ranke married Helena Clarissa, the eldest daughter of the late John Crosbie Graves, a Dublin 

barrister. The resulting correspondence is stronger on family fortunes than on politics. Health plays a 

major role in the correspondence. However, there is a good account of the response to the 1848–1849 

revolution. Ranke is presented as very hostile to this anarchic event, but went on working during it. He 

argued that the Prussians had no great genius for politics, and, in April 1849, claimed that only military 

force kept the peace in Berlin. Ranke applauded the king’s eventual move toward what he regarded as 

a more realistic approach to politics. Ranke was also concerned about the state of the university which 

he saw as in great disorder, with the students mostly idle, mischievous politicians. With classic 

conservatism, Ranke argued that it was a great pity when young men entered too soon into politics, 

before, as he saw it, their judgment was perfected, or their minds sufficiently stored with knowledge. 

Ranke’s wife shared his prejudices, presenting the ›champions of liberty‹ who fell in 1848 as mostly 

belonging to the discontented rabble, and arguing that the press provided a false view of affairs.

The discussion of the treatment of Ireland neglects the serious difficulties posed by the Irish rising of 

1641, a Catholic rebellion. Ranke’s support for order and Protestantism emerges, but so do the 

problems posed by the difficulties of Irish history. Boldt exaggerates the continued significance today 

of Ranke’s work in this field. A useful work that offers a grounding in the specifics of historiography 

often missing in the discussion of historians and their works.
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