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Europeanization has become one of the central concepts used by social and in particular political 

scientists to conceptualize the bi-directional processes of European integration processes on the 

European Union and the national level as a consequence of the progressive deepening and enlarging 

of the EU over the past decades. Historians, too, have increasingly applied the concept heuristically to 

explore and explain processes of integration and transnationalization in contemporary Western 

Europe1. Contributing and adding to these debates, this co-edited volume sets out to apply the idea of 

Europeanization to the history of Europe in the twentieth century in a wide range of context, also as a 

way to promote a more integrated approach to processes of historical change in Europe. For the two 

editors, Europeanization is »not a fact but a thesis which needs to be tested against the history of the 

century« (p. 2). In twelve empirical, well-researched case studies, which are organized under three 

broad thematic sections, the contributors examine different actors, time periods, approaches or 

phenomena.

The chapters in the first section, entitled »Europe Imagined«, focus on the cultural dimension of 

Europeanization with an emphasis on the role of discourses, languages, or memory as Europeanizing 

factors. Jessica Wardhaugh, Ruth Leiserowitz and Christian Bailey explore the contributions of 

intellectual dissidents as agents of Europeanization particularly in the way they established and

(re)-constructed European spaces of imagination, communication and conviviality from the interwar 

period to the 1970s. Focusing in large part on the writings of British intellectual T. S. Elliot, José Harris 

analyzes British debates on the past, present and future of Europe and identifies a noticeable shift in 

thinking about how far Britain was an integral part of Europe. Looking at debates in life science about 

the biological »Europeaness« of the »Homo Europaeus« as an example of the Europeanization of 

knowledge production and representation, Veronika Lipphardt examines how anthropologists 

described Europeans as biologically different from »non-Europeans«.

Under the heading »Europe Constructed«, the chapters in the second section scrutinize social and 

material practices which fostered Europeanizing trends in Europe. Ulrike von Hirschhausen describes 

the European Nationality Congress from the mid-1920s to the mid-1940s as an institution showing 

both sign of Europeanization and de-Europeanization. She sheds light on how an institution originally 

1 See for instance Hartmut Kaelble, Matthias Middell (ed.), Europäisierung. Dimensionen der Kultur- und 
Gesellschaftsgeschichte, Leipzig 2007; Kiran K. Patel, Europäisierung wider Willen. Die Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland in der Agrarintegration der EWG, 1955–1973, Munich 2009; Mathieu Osmont, Emila Robin-Hivert, 
Katja Seidel, Mark Spoerer, Christian Wenkel (dir./ed.), Europeanisation au XXe siècle. Un regard 
historique/Europeanisation in the 20th Century. The Historial Lens, Bruxelles 2012 (Euroclio, 69).
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created to serve the democratic ideal of safeguarding minority rights evolved into a legitimizing 

instrument of expansive and revisionist policies. The chapter by Patricia Clavin and Kiran Klaus Patel 

looks at two other international organizations (IOs), the League of Nations and the European 

Economic Community. Taking agricultural trade negotiations as an example, they show how these two 

IOs were both Europeanized and Europeanizing. Martin Conway and Volker Depkat analyze Western 

European discourses of democracy in the post-war period. They identify a convergence of the 

(formerly divergent) ways in which democracy was debated but also articulated by European non-

communist political elites as well as a growing association of democracy with the identity of Europe. In 

the following chapter, Thomas Buchanan investigates the Europeanizing effects of the human rights 

movement in the Cold War context. By focusing on a variety of actors – states, international 

organizations and non-governmental campaigning organizations –, he illustrates how Europe became 

associated with the protection of Human rights and how these norms and values developed into a 

cornerstone of European identity. Guido Thiemeyer discusses in his chapter the driving forces behind 

monetary integration and their intended and unintended Europeanizing consequences on political 

behaviors and plans for integration in the monetary sector. He furthermore stresses that 

Europeanization as a result of monetary integration in Europe went parallel with a growing delimitation 

vis-a-vis the United States and disintegration of transatlantic integration.

The final cluster, labeled »Europe emergent«, investigates what the co-editors have termed 

»unlabeled and unintended acts of Europeanization«, which have shaped and transformed Europe’s 

identity or altered its perception by others. Robert Gerwarth and Stephan Malinovski explore the 

Europeanizing and de-Europeanizing effects of violence and war experiences both in the context of 

the two world wars and that of colonialism. They argue that large-scale violence in Europe and its 

colonies resulted in convergent life experiences, collective memories, which contributed to shaping 

Europe’s identity. William Whyte investigates debates about architecture in two former European 

colonies in West Africa, Nigeria and Ghana. He demonstrates that these Europeanized discourses 

rested upon a particular image of Europe, as the embodiment of modernity, and drew on European 

concepts and discourses to articulate it. John Davis identifies Europeanization trends in a different 

albeit unexpected realm: that of beat music in the 1960s as a result of the emulation of British pop 

music by Continental European musicians. The final contribution by Henning Grunwald assesses the 

impact of Holocaust remembrance on European collective memory and identity. Drawing on examples 

from West and East Germany, France and Poland, he analyzes the Europeanizing force of the 

memory of genocide.

The thematic diversity of the chapters constitutes both a strength and a weakness of the book. It 

demonstrates in an exhaustive, exemplary and often captivating manner the claim of the editors that 

Europeanization takes manifold shapes and meanings, and occurs in various arenas. The chapters 

thus shed light on different but to some extent very specific instances or forms of Europeanization that 

exemplify rather than circumscribe the concept more precisely. As a result, Europeanization is and 

remains »an obstinately elusive concept« as Martin Conway, one of the editors, rightly points out in the 

conclusion, even though the concept clearly offers a useful mean to conceptualize wider historical 
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trends in twentieth century Europe. This conversely begs the question, which is not entirely answered 

in the chapters, of how Europeanization relates to or differs from, is fueled or hindered by larger 

processes of transnationalization. Moreover, while the contributions cover a broad range of Western 

and Eastern-European countries, the northern and southern marches of Europe are largely excluded.

Notwithstanding the book offers fascinating insights into the multi-faceted aspects of Europeanization. 

Also, it demonstrates clearly the advantages of adopting a long-term and pan-European perspective 

for the study of such complex phenomena, which are not limited to certain periods of time, geographic 

spaces or spheres. As such, this book is an extremely valuable and recommended reading for 

scholars and students working on modern European history. 
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