
Francia-Recensio 2011/2
19./20. Jahrhundert – Histoire contemporaine

Catherine Hynes, Sandra Scanlon (ed.), Reform and Renewal. Transatlantic 
Relations during the 1960s and 1970s, Newcastle upon Tyne (Cambridge 
Scholar Publishing) 2009, VIII–190 p., ISBN 978-1-443-81415-7, GBP 34,99.

rezensiert von/compte rendu rédigé par 
Brigitte Leucht, Oxford

The history of transatlantic relations constitutes a diverse and vibrant research field. One of the most 

important trends of the past two decades has been the expansion of our understanding of transatlantic 

relations beyond diplomatic history. In a now classic monograph Pascaline Winand has shown the 

significance of non-state actors in informal policymaking processes on European integration during the 

late 1950s and 1960s1. Other scholars have explored the contribution of philanthropy to US Cold War 

cultural diplomacy2; the Congress for Cultural Freedom – a wide network of intellectuals, academics 

and artists that debated the nature of the western community of values and the future of industrial 

society3; and a completely different type of network – the Bilderberg Group, which was organized in 

the 1950s to foster the informal information exchange between transatlantic political and economic 

elites4.

The contributions assembled by Sandra Scanlon and Catherine Hynes largely bypass this trend, 

however. For the most part, they are based on governmental sources and indebted to a traditional 

diplomatic history approach. The editors' claim that the volume, which addresses different dimensions 

of transatlantic political relations during the 1960s and 1970s, »offer[s] transnational perspectives on 

the making of states’ individual foreign policies« (p. 3) needs to be qualified. Not only are the individual 

chapters not particularly concerned with the interaction between governmental policymakers and 

transnationally constituted actors such as academic experts, bankers and industrialists in shaping 

transatlantic policymaking. But the collection, moreover, highlights the significance of security, defense 

and military issues in defining the quality of transatlantic relations. Shifts in the nature of foreign 

policies – by the US and other states – are explained almost exclusively through the analysis of the 

activities of leading politicians and diplomats. At the same time, the wider changes in the transatlantic 

social fabric, which also might have contributed to a reorientation of foreign policy, remain insufficiently 

explored.

1 Pascaline Winand, Eisenhower, Kennedy, and the United States of Europe, New York 1993 (The Franklin and 
Eleanor Roosevelt Institute series on diplomatic and economic history, 6).

2 Volker R. Berghahn, America and the Intellectual Cold Wars in Europe. Shepard Stone Between Philanthropy, 
Academy and Diplomacy. Princeton, Oxford 2001.

3 Michael Hochgeschwender, Freiheit in der Offensive? Die Deutschen und der Kongress für kulturelle Freiheit, 
München 1998 (Ordnungssysteme, 1).

4 Valérie Aubourg, Transatlantische Geschäftsbeziehungen. Die Bilderberg-Gruppe, in: Michael Gehler, Wolfram 
Kaiser, Brigitte Leucht (Hg.), Netzwerke im europäischen Mehrebenensystem. Von 1945 bis zur Gegenwart. 
Vienna, Cologne, Weimar 2009 (Historische Forschungen. Veröffentlichungen, 6), p. 69–85; Thomas W. Gijswijt, 
Uniting the West. The Bilderberg Group, the Cold War and European Integration, 1952–1966, PhD, University of 
Heidelberg (Mikrofiche) Heidelberg 2008.
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In the first of four sections, »Transatlantic Dialogues, 1961–1964«, two contributions develop the 

argument that US foreign policy in the early 1960s was formulated in a multilateral context. François 

Lalonde »internationalizes« (p. 21) US foreign policy formation by exploring the interaction of 

American, French and British decision makers in her analysis of the response of the Kennedy 

administration to the Laotian crisis of 1961. In a chapter showcasing the narrative merits of a 

traditional diplomatic history approach, Andrew Holt tackles Anglo-American relations during 1963–

1964, viewed through the prism of the relationship between US President Lyndon B. Johnson and the 

British Prime Minister Sir Alec Douglas-Home. 

The second section consists of two contributions, which tackle the relationship between »The United 

States and European Integration« by focusing on the dynamics surrounding British accession to the 

common market. Michael Geary contextualizes the subject matter within the development of the 

European Free Trade Area, on the one hand, and the enlargement of the community, on the other. His 

contribution demonstrates the importance of high-level meetings between American and European 

officials in shaping the attitude by the US government vis-à-vis the British application. It is one of the 

strong points of Geary’s chapter to have utilized the archives of an international organization – the 

Commission of the European Economic Community. Doreen Allerkamp’s chapter deals with the Anglo-

American relationship during the three British applications for membership culminating in Britain’s 

entry into the EC in 1973. 

The pursuit of détente with Communist powers marked a break in Cold War transatlantic relations. 

When US President Richard Nixon came to power in 1969, he and his security advisor and future 

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger reformulated US foreign policy. The Johnson administration’s 

objective of pursuing peace gave way to that of securing international stability through the creation of a 

balance of power between the great states. In the first contribution to the section »Détente and 

Transatlantic Relations«, Takeshi Yamamoto emphasizes the divergence between American and 

European understandings of détente. His chapter analyzes arms control and disarmament détente, 

particularly the concept of confidence building measures in the Conference on Security and 

Cooperation in Europe. Sandra Scanlon, in turn, reconstructs the domestic contestation of Nixon and 

Kissinger’s détente policy. 

The point of departure for the final section of the book is provided by Kissinger’s ill-fated attempt to 

reinvigorate transatlantic relations in his »Year of Europe« speech (1973). Catherine Hynes evaluates 

the initiative against the backdrop of tensions arising from the realist assumptions about the behavior 

of states underlying the Nixon-Kissinger policy vis-à-vis Europe, on the one hand, and the efforts by 

the European Community to coordinate their foreign policies, on the other. John Clarke’s assessment 

of the management of the Cyprus crisis of 1974 accentuates the Atlanticist outlook of British Prime 

Minister Harold Wilson and his Foreign Secretary James Callaghan in reaffirming the Anglo-American 

special relationship. The final chapter offers a revisionist account of Dutch foreign policy. Kim van der 

Wijngaart convincingly argues that the break between the period of long-serving Dutch Foreign 

Minister Joseph Luns and his successor in the early 1970s has been overemphasized. 
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It is a missed opportunity of this volume not to have provided for more cohesion. Scanlon and Hynes 

have opted for a succinct introduction (of a total of six pages) but have not included an index. They 

have provided only minimal guidance for the reader in his quest to make sense of what the sum of the 

mostly very interesting individual chapters is telling us about transatlantic relations during the time 

period under investigation. Overlaps and links between chapters could have been addressed and 

drawn together in a concluding chapter, for example. A case in point for a recurring theme is the Anglo-

American special relationship. It would have been desirable to reflect, for example, if and how the 

increasing importance of supranational European actors in the 1960s (Geary) influenced the relations 

between heads of state (Hold) and state actors more generally (Allerkamp). Finally, while the two 

editors state that »the collection aims to generate further dialogue and debate by illuminating […] the 

key events and themes in the transatlantic relationship« (p. 6), they miss out on the chance to use the 

nine chapters as a point of departure for elaborating further how they see this debate on transatlantic 

relations developing.
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