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Few scholars have done as much as Linda Fowler-Magerl to shape modern understandings of and 

approaches to medieval canon law. Over the past four decades, she has published numerous books 

and articles on procedural literature, forms of arbitration, and pre-Gratian canonical collections. These 

have contributed greatly to our knowledge of not only the textual history of canonistic works from the 

Middle Ages, but also the way in which medieval compilers and readers interacted with these works. 

Refusing to privilege original recensions over later versions and the manuscripts in which they are 

found, Fowler-Magerl has played a key role in expanding scholarly inquiry beyond simple 

Quellenforschung, arguing for the need to focus on the reception of canonical collections. Her 

electronic database, »Clavis canonum« (originally »Kanones«), which catalogs the rubrics, 

inscriptions, incipits, and explicits of all major and many minor canonical collections, has revolutionized 

the study of early canon law, greatly facilitating not only traditional source analysis but also more 

complex study of the reception of canonistic material1.

The studies collected in the present volume grow out of papers presented at sessions held in Fowler-

Magerl’s honor at the International Medieval Congress at the University of Leeds in July 2006. There is 

much to interest scholars, particularly those who study texts, the eleventh-century reform movement, 

and/or the early ius commune. As with most festschrifts, the contributions are of a disparate nature. 

Nevertheless, they avoid the thematic incoherence so typical of the genre, since most touch upon 

Fowler-Magerl’s research areas or engage with her methodologies, whether implicitly or explicitly. 

Many of the articles deal with manuscripts and texts, and all but the first two and last chapters deal 

with eleventh- and twelfth-century canon law. Several articles advance new and what may well prove 

to be controversial arguments, while others are more descriptive and/or have the character of works in 

progress.

In chapter 1, Roger Reynolds describes and edits a rare version of the »Notitia Galliarum«, a late 

antique »topographical« text.

The second chapter, by Abigail Firey, condenses arguments from her recently-published monograph, 

»A Contrite Heart«2. According to Firey, the Carolingian court promoted penitential ideology in Bavaria 

and Saxony to help stabilize these recently pacified frontier regions. The resulting fusion of penitential 

theology and jurisprudence not only expanded episcopal jurisdiction, but also transformed the practice 

1 Linda Fowler-Magerl, Clavis Canonum. Selected Canon Law Collections Before 1140, Hanover 2005 (MGH. 
Hilfsmittel, 21).

2 Abigail Firey, A Contrite Heart. Prosecution and Redemption in the Carolingian Empire, Leiden 2009.
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of penance and law in medieval Europe.

The third chapter, by Greta Austin, compares the attitude towards authority in the »Decreta« of 

Burchard and Ivo. She concludes that Burchard had a more restrictive view of the authoritative 

sources of canon law, but felt free to tamper with inscriptions to make the canons included in his 

»Decretum« appear to conform to his ideas on authority. Ivo, on the other hand, had a broader 

understanding of authority, but in the actual composition of his »Decretum« privileged certain types of 

sources over others by including from them a disproportionate number of canons. 

In chapter 4, Christof Rolker reconsiders the character of the »Collection in Seventy-Four Titles« 

(74T), one of the most famous and influential canonical collections prior to Gratian. Since Paul 

Fournier, scholars have regarded the »74T« »as a reform collection«. Its aim, it has been claimed, was 

to promote the ideals of the reform papacy. Building on a hypothesis advanced by Fowler-Magerl, 

however, Rolker argues that the »74T« was a monastic collection. Its aim was to free monasteries 

from outside interference, not to promote »papally oriented ›Gregorian‹ reform« (p. 72). Rolker’s 

arguments seem persuasive, at least to this reviewer. His revisionist interpretation, however, is sure to 

elicit controversy.

In chapter 5, Kathleen Cushing looks at the »Collectio Barberiniana«. Applying Fowler-Magerl’s insight 

that individual manuscripts need to be viewed as living texts, she convincingly argues that the 

collection illustrates eleventh-century engagement with canonistic material.

The sixth chapter, by Uta-Renate Blumenthal, applies the idea of a »friendship network« to the so-

called »Poitevan« collections. Against the skepticism of several recent scholars3, Blumenthal affirms 

the close connection between the »Poitevan« collections. Together with the special characteristics of 

MS Tarragona 26, a manuscript containing the first recension of the »Collectio Tarraconensis«, these 

links lead her to identify a friendship network connecting Pope Gregory VII, Hugh of Die, and the 

Abbey of Saint-Ruf. Gregory and Hugh, she argues, promoted the expansion of the abbey, while the 

canons of Saint-Ruf played a key role in disseminating reform ideas and canonistic material in 

southern France and Catalonia.

In chapter 7, Robert Somerville reexamines the evidence for the Council of Pisa (1135). He draws 

attention to the council’s haphazard transmission and the need to study the version of the canons 

found in MS 584 at the bibliothèque municipale in Douai.

In chapter 8, Anders Winroth advances new evidence in favor of his hypothesis that there were two 

»Gratians«. The two recensions of Gratian’s »Decretum«, he argues, differ fundamentally in their 

ideas of marital consent. Whereas the first recension holds that marriage requires only the consent of 

the bride and groom, the second recension teaches that parental consent is also necessary and that, 

in the case of the unfree, the master’s consent is required as well.

In chapter 9, Bruce Brasington examines and edits the early ordo iudiciorum »Pro utraque parte«. This 

ordo, he argues, was »thoroughly practical and concise« (p. 131), concerned with actual court practice 

3 E. g., Christof Rolker, Canon Law and the Letters of Ivo of Chartres, Cambridge 2010, p. 73–81 and 84–85.
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rather than with theory.

In chapter 10, Martin Brett demonstrates how Fowler-Magerl’s »Clavis« can shed light on medieval 

readers of canon law manuscripts. Using it to examine additions found in manuscripts of the four 

Ivonian collections (»Tripartita A«, the Ivonian »Decretum«, »Tripartita B«, and the »Panormia«), he 

determines that the editors and scribes responsible for these additions had very different interests 

from those canonists who, during the same period, were compiling decretal collections. Whereas the 

compilers of the decretal collections were interested mainly in the ius novum of papal decretals and 

only to a much more limited extent in old law, the editors and scribes of the Ivonian collections were 

interested primarily in material assembled in earlier canonical collections.

In chapter 11, Peter Landau reappraises the evidence for Master Vacarius’ teaching career. Agreeing 

with more recent scholarship that Vacarius did not teach at Oxford, he suggests instead that Vacarius 

taught civil law in Lincoln in the 1170s and 1180s.

Finally, chapter 12, by James Brundage, describes the behavioral rules which governed advocates in 

high medieval courts.
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