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Michael Alberti’s »Die Verfolgung und Vernichtung der Juden im Reichsgau Wartheland 1939–1945« is a 

major contribution to two historiographies. On the one hand, it is yet another exemplary regional study of 

the Holocaust, following in the footsteps of Dieter Pohl’s and Bogdan Musial’s works on the Lublin District, 

Pohl’s and Thomas Sandühler’s on East Galicia, Christian Gerlach’s on Belarus, Sybil Steinbacher’s on 

Silesia, and Robert Seidel’s and Jacek Andrzej Mlynarczyk’s on the Radom District. Like so many of these 

other works, Alberti highlights the importance of local initiatives in decision-making, the key role of the civil 

administration alongside the SS and Police, and the »consensus« among all occupying authorities on the 

ever more radical persecution and ultimately the mass murder of the Jews.

On the other hand, Alberti is making an important contribution to the growing literature on the Lodz ghetto 

and the Jews of the Warthegau. This book appeared in the same year as the English publication of Isaiah 

Trunk’s classic study that was first published in Yiddish in 1962, and was quickly joined by Andrea Löw’s 

»Juden im Getto Litzmannstadt. Lebensbedingungen, Selbstwahrnehmungen, Verhalten« (2006), Gordon 

Horwitz’s »Ghettostadt. Lodz and the Making of a Nazi City« (2008), and Peter Klein’s »Die 

›Gettoverwaltung Litzmannstadt‹ 1940 bis 1944. Eine Dienststelle im Spannungsfeld von 

Kommunalbürokratie and staatlicher Verfolgungspolitik« (2009). In contrast to Löw and Horwitz, but 

alongside Klein, Alberti concentrates more on German policies and personnel than on Jewish experience 

and survival strategies. Quite important, Alberti also covers the unfolding of Nazi Jewish policy in the other 

areas of Jewish victimization in the Warthegau outside Lodz.

Alberti argues, correctly in my opinion, that the ghettoization of the Lodz Jews was decided by local 

authorities out of a convergence of motives: enabling the extortion of the valuables of incarcerated Jews in 

return for food, making Jewish businesses and housing available to others, quarantining Jews as the 

alleged carriers of epidemics, and facilitating police oversight. But above all ghettoization was seen as 

merely a temporary concentration of the Jews prior to their imminent expulsion, so there was as yet no 

motive to integrate the exploitation of Jewish labor into the economy. When expulsion did not take place, 

this changed. Only then did Rumkowski’s initiatives in that direction find a receptive German audience, 

and a ghetto economy based on Jewish labor was reluctantly and belatedly created. If the ghetto economy 

was initially created to insure that the ghettoized Jews paid for themselves and did not become a public 

burden, the ability of various German authorities – especially Greiser – to siphon off the bulk of the 

proceeds from the ghetto economy for their own self-enrichment and the ability of Biebow to connect the 
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ghetto economy to crucial military production provided the basis for the ghetto’s unusual and precarious 

survival until the summer of 1944. But a gradual shift from putting Jews to work so that the ghetto 

inhabitants could be fed to feeding Jews so that they could work for the war effort put the non-working 

Jews at ever increasing risk even before the decisions for mass murder.

Virtually all scholars of Nazi Jewish policy agree that Nazi decision-making involved an interaction 

between central, regional, and local authorities even if they disagree on the exact balance. Regional and 

local studies have the tendency in my opinion to emphasis the importance of the periphery over the center 

for their particular cases, and Alberti is no exception here. Alberti also fully embraces the interpretation of 

Peter Longerich, who weighs the crystallization of the last components of the Final Solution in the spring 

of 1942 most heavily. In contrast I emphasize the transformation of the Nazi vision from a solution through 

decimating expulsion to one of comprehensive and total mass murder in the fall of 1941, however 

uncertain the Nazis initially had to be about the stages and means for realizing that new vision. Thus I am 

not persuaded by Alberti’s scenario that Greiser took the crucial initiative on September 20, 1941, and 

prevailed upon Himmler and Hitler to approve the mass murder of the non-working Polish Jews as a 

»special case« and that the Warthegau was not integrated into the comprehensive Final Solution until 

April 1942 with the regime’s decision to murder the western Jews deported to Lodz the previous fall. But 

Alberti makes a strong case for his views, and his scenario will undoubtedly find agreement among many 

scholars. 

My second reservation about Alberti’s book is his tendency to proclaim the uniqueness of the situation in 

the Warthegau measured against an allegedly different and uniform policy in the General Government. He 

thereby ignores the situation in the Radom District, strikingly different from other parts of the General 

Government but in some respects similar to Lodz, in which German munitions industries, renting their 

Jewish slave labor from the SS, continued to operate factory slave labor camps that they themselves had 

built and guarded until mid-summer of 1944. These camps were evacuated just weeks before the final 

liquidation of the Lodz ghetto, and in general their inmates survived in higher proportions than did Jewish 

workers from Lodz. 

Regardless of my minor disagreements with Alberti in these regards, I think he has written an important 

book that takes its place among the best products of German scholarship on Nazi policies of persecution 

and destruction in the past two decades.
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