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This book presents a valuable comparison of institutional reform in the Holy Roman Empire, the 

English kingdom, and the Papal Curia carried out during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. For in 

these three regions, important institutional changes occurred, as a result of severe political conflicts 

about the nature of governmental institutions. In this new comparative study on the origins of the 

English parliament, the genesis of the Kurfürstenkollegium in the Holy Roman Empire, and the 

growing political influence of the cardinals in the Roman Curia, between 1198 and 1411, Martin 

Kaufhold aims to discover the exact reasons for these profound »constitutional« changes. Although 

each of these phenomena has already been studied abundantly, it is however not a common approach 

to study them comparatively. Therefore this book offers a compact and expert account of the historical 

processes that took place, in order to answer the question why comparable institutional changes 

occurred all over Western Europe in the same decennia. Its focus is mainly on the nature and the 

application of constitutional ideas that originated in the regions studied, and the political motivation of 

the historical actors to reach a common goal: the gain of power. Although none of the historical 

outcomes could be predicted by any of its instigators, it is nevertheless a remarkable event that the 

many cries for political participation by the nobility and the upcoming urban elite led to the same 

institutional result in London, Rome and the Holy Roman Empire. For in the political centre(s) of these 

lands in particular, a kind of »constitutional consensus«, i. e. a »political contract«, came into being 

between the ruler and his most powerful subjects, which stipulated that a political system of »checks 

and balances« was created through institutional changes. This constitutional reform not only created 

new institutions, but it would also profoundly modify the political history of Europe.

The author’s focus on England, the Holy Roman Empire, and the Papal States is a logical choice, 

because the historical changes in these three regions led to clearly visible political changes which 

would provide future generations with concrete examples of institutional reforms that balanced the 

growing excesses of centralized power. But by concentrating the book on the well-known »success-

stories« of institutional reform, which led to the creation of original institutions such as the English 

Parliament, the author seems to ignore that several of the so-called »constitutional« ideas that gave 

birth to the creation of these institutions were already present in other regions and in other periods of 

history. The volume published by François Foronda and Isabel Manchado about the contrato político in 

Castile from the tenth until the sixteenth century (Madrid 2008), or the publications on constitutional 

reforms in the Low Countries during the twelfth century (already studied by Henri Pirenne in 1917, and 

Frans Ganshof in the 1950s), to name just a few examples, demonstrate that comparable ideas were 
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already inspiring subjects to develop institutional mechanisms of political control in their respective 

regions in the centuries that preceded the origins of the English Parliament. But the institutional 

reforms in Flanders, Castile, and the Italian cities, were not as »spectacular« as in the Papal Curia, 

nor as violent as in fourteenth-century England. The study of the origins of »constitutional« ideas and 

their institutional consequences therefore should in fact include also other regions than the ones 

studied in this book. But these remarks do not alter the fact that the author of this work has made a 

praiseworthy comparative study of similar political reforms in the medieval époque. It is on the contrary 

my hope that this book may be a starting point for new comparative research, crossing boundaries in 

time and space, because, unfortunately, such research is more exceptional than it ought to be.

Lizenzhinweis: Dieser Beitrag unterliegt der Creative-Commons-Lizenz Namensnennung-Keine kommerzielle Nutzung-Keine 
Bearbeitung (CC-BY-NC-ND), darf also unter diesen Bedingungen elektronisch benutzt, übermittelt, ausgedruckt und zum 
Download bereitgestellt werden. Den Text der Lizenz erreichen Sie hier: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/de

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/de

