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This volume provides a clear and concise analysis of European integration as a process led by elites in 

three phases since the end of World War II. Elvert’s narrative opens with a discussion of Europe as a 

geographical concept, which is significant given the on-going enlargements of the European Union (EU) 

that defy the notion of a territorial as well as a political finality. The book does alert the reader’s attention to 

the implications of each successive enlargement for integration dynamics. The history of European 

integration, especially in more recent years, has been fundamentally influenced by the expansion from the 

European Community (EC) 6 to the European Union (EU) 27. In this context, the dynamics of enlargement 

deserve more attention, particularly in the last chapter. 

The opening chapter highlights the principle of the balance of power in 18th century Europe. This analysis 

precedes a discussion of the Napoleonic era and the conservative and anti-revolutionary resistance 

against the French. The identity of a Roman Christian Europe is another of the variations presented as a 

lead in to discussion of the Vienna Congress in the context of the absence of a German nation-state. The 

foundations and goals of the Vienna system as well as the challenges provoked by its maintenance are 

considered before a discussion of nationalism and the plans for a European federation after World War I. 

Europe’s role in the Second World War fighting National Socialism provides the introduction for a 

subsequent review the different models proposed for a devastated continent, including contributions of key 

statesmen like Spaak and Monnet. 

The chapter analyzing the first phase of the integration process (1952–1973) is organized in terms of three 

main problem areas: Europe as a »third force« between East and West; security questions; and economic 

requirements and possibilities. The elements of a federal Europe inspired by the personalities of such 

leaders as Schuman are contrasted ably with the goals of the Unionists like Churchill who saw European 

unity as a long-term goal at best. This chapter identifies the main structural features of European security 

in the postwar era, which led to the entry of the United States in the Brussels Pact and the creation of the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization. The implementation of the European Recovery Program is set in the 

context of consolidating west Europe’s economic system as the possibilities and limits of European 

cooperation became more apparent.

The dynamics in the founding of the initial European Coal and Steel Community, which served as the 

starting point of a supranational integration process, are contrasted with the challenges inherent in the 
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plans for a European Defense Community (EDC). That Community’s sacrifice on the altar of national 

sovereignty is explained although without mention of the vote’s dynamics at the hands of Gaullists and 

Communists in the French National Assembly. The German reaction to this defeat illustrates well the 

concerns about the powerlessness of the West. The internal dynamics on the French political scene that 

led the vote to fail deserve attention given the turning point the French parliament’s decision created in the 

integration process. European leaders decided to take integration further economically at the Messina 

conference with the subsequent founding of the European Economic Community and the continuation of 

peace in parts or sector by sector integration with the creation of EURATOM.

The closing pages of the chapter analyze the turbulent decade of the 1960s. France under President De 

Gaulle initiated the ill-fated Fouchet Plans to achieve political cooperation along intergovernmental lines. 

During the empty chair crisis, France paralyzed the activity of the Council in a dispute with the Hallstein 

Commission. This crisis is explained as a prelude to a discussion of the Luxembourg Compromise and the 

new dynamics of European integration, which resulted prior to the first enlargement of the Community to 

Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom.

The second phase of consolidation, 1970–1992, explores the evolution of European Political Cooperation. 

The focus is on the work of the Davignon Committee in political cooperation as well as the new impulses 

in other areas: a common economic and monetary policy; the strengthening of the European Parliament; 

and the elaboration of the Werner Plan leading to the creation of the European monetary snake 

mechanism.  The oil price shocks on 1973 are highlighted in order to explain the turmoil that the European 

Monetary System faced in its early years. The difficulties to come to an agreement among the member 

states voting in the Council in specific policy areas are explained, including regional policy, the Common 

Agricultural Policy, and industrial policy. 

The latter part of the chapter covers the critical period in the 1980s to revive a federalist approach to 

integration with the initiatives of the Spinelli in the European Parliament and Delors in the European 

Commission. The dynamics of the mediation role Delors played at times between Mitterrand and Kohl are 

not cited despite their important to understand in the lead in to the Single European Act (SEA) to 

implement the four freedoms of the internal market, capital, goods, people and services, and as the 

Community enlarged to Spain and Portugal. The significance of the Delors Report in the preparations for 

Economic and Monetary Union is identified within the context of the radical geopolitical changes taking 

place at that time in central and east Europe. The closing pages describe the dynamics of the negotiations 

leading to the Treaty on European Union as well as the content of the three pillars model that comprise the 

European Union, the European Community, the Common Foreign and Security Policy, and cooperation in 

internal and justice affairs. The Danish rejection of the Treaty and the close French vote to accept 

Maastricht in a national referendum are chronicled without reference to the critical linkages between the 

European intergovernmental conference diplomacy and the domestic politics in those countries.  

Lizenzhinweis: Dieser Beitrag unterliegt der Creative-Commons-Lizenz Namensnennung-Keine kommerzielle Nutzung-Keine 
Bearbeitung (CC-BY-NC-ND), darf also unter diesen Bedingungen elektronisch benutzt, übermittelt, ausgedruckt und zum Download 
bereitgestellt werden. Den Text der Lizenz erreichen Sie hier: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/de

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/de


The final pages of the volume discuss the period since 1989/90 in terms of the difficulties implementing 

the Maastricht Treaty requirements. The successive treaty reforms and the controversies around the next 

steps in European integration entail a discussion of the Westendorp Report and recommendations for 

making the Union more citizen-friendly in the lead in to the Amsterdam Treaty negotiations. The 

enlargement in 1995 to Sweden, Finland, and Austria is contrasted with that in 2004 to expand the Union 

from 15 to 25, which complicated the external relations of the Union as the traditional French-German 

motor stalled. 

The crisis described only briefly in the book’s conclusion is essential for analysts to contemplate. The 

elites that continue to drive integration face a test of leadership. The crisis is one of popular confidence in 

elites to explain the meaning of European unity. Younger generations have little or no recollection of the 

war that destroyed the Continent. These generations rejected a constitution for Europe and still raise 

questions about the Union’s impact on their daily lives. In the midst of a global recession, the youth 

continue to have doubts about those future enlargements that are likely to keep tensions between 

monetary and political integration in the forefront of the integration process in the years ahead. 
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