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This major study by one of France’s leading historians demonstrates the role of trade and industry in 

the competition between France and Britain in the eighteenth century, and correctly argues that the 

economic war was a key aspect of their rivalry. This approach is well-founded although it is also 

necessary to note two other points, first that the two powers could ally at the same time that they 

competed, most successfully in 1716–1730, but also with attempts at better relations on other 

occasion, notably in 1772 and 1786. This co-operation suggests the need to qualify the general slant 

of much of the literature, as it serves as a reminder of the complexities and specifities of policy. 

Secondly, and linked to this, when the powers moved into opposition, the general reason was political, 

and, more specifically, related to European power politics. Thus, in 1730–1731, the British attempt to 

solve the international crisis by reconciliation with Austria led to a hostile reaction from France that 

destroyed the alliance between the two powers. Moreover, whereas in 1739–1741 France did not go to 

war with Britain despite the latter’s attacks on the Spanish New World, in 1743 the British fought the 

French in order to stop the latter from overwhelming the Habsburgs.

Crouzet’s account therefore is excellent on the particulars he addresses, notably the »war of sugar«, 

commercial competition in the Levant, the importance of the Spanish American market, the slave 

trade, and competition in the Indian Ocean. Indeed, his work will be fundamental for all these subjects. 

Yet, the relationship between this competition and the wars of the period is one that requires more 

teasing out. In particular, there is a need for more detailed study of the links between commerce, 

financial élites, government debt/credit, and policymakers.

Having worked on some of the material considered by Crouzet, I am filled with great admiration for the 

industry he has showed and for his crucial contribution to a key element of Anglo-French relations and 

indeed of the development of the West.
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