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This concise volume analyzes a fundamental socio-political transformation whose origins date back to the 

nineteenth century. The influence of extremism in French domestic life has an impact in the present era 

that is essential to grasp if we are to understand the challenges to the French state and, of equal 

importance, to integration in the European Union. Jandi’s analysis is informative in the French context. 

The implications of her findings for the European construction project are too important to omit. This 

historical narrative explains the demographic evolution in the suburbs of Paris demonstrating how these 

neighborhoods, once a bastion of French Communist Party influence, became in time a stronghold of the 

National Front.

Jandi’s research carefully identifies the ways in which the Communist Party (PC) presence in the areas 

outside Paris evolved as a social and political phenomenon. The initial chapter highlights the development 

and organization of a counter society, which illustrates that the PC was not a party like any other. This was 

the party of the working class and a revolutionary organization, which was understood as the bearer of a 

model society. During the thirty year period from the early 1950s to the early 1980s, the dominant position 

of the PC marked the sociopolitical environment of the working class suburbs, and did not allow for a 

political vacuum to emerge that could have provided the space for an extremist movement, like that of 

Poujadism, to flourish.

The crisis within the French Communist Party is analyzed with attention to its political and social 

dimensions. As the 1970s drew to a close, a distance began to emerge between the Party and its 

traditional social base and thereby also from its identity as a workers’ party. Of critical significance for the 

party was the loss over time of its followers, and their gradual defection in the 1980s and 1990s to the 

ranks of the extreme Right, Le Pen’s National Front. The loss of political activism inside the party ranks is 

identified as a principal facet of change. No less important in the social context was the industrial upheaval 

– the brutal loss of regional zones of activity in specific areas, which foundered leaving the unity and 

identity of the working class in question. These were the workers who felt less and less represented in the 

political discourse.

The ways in which the political and social transformations of the late twentieth century opened the door to 

a previously marginalized National Front provides the focus for the next chapters in the story identifying 
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those segments of the French populace who emerge as rebels outside the system. The widening 

geography of the vote for the National Front, and its contribution to the phenomenon of the extreme Right 

in France is underlined as a social phenomenon. Of particular interest in this analysis are the social and 

political profiles of those who voted National Front and the evolution in the domestic politics of 

immigration, which led to the startling vote for Le Pen on 21 April 2002. The turning point observed by 

Olivier Duhamel in 1995 identifies the National Front’s discourse as one which speaks to the working class 

of France. This is the class Le Pen targets, as Jandi explains, to the extent that he identifies the 

vulnerability of the Left to globalization. Le Pen capitalizes on the perception among the French that 

national industries are the sacrifice on the altar of Maastricht.

The later chapters question the argument that the vote for the National Front is mobilized by the problems 

of domestic immigration and instability. Jandi’s analysis underscores that the correlation often made 

among the National Front vote, the rate of immigration and domestic instability is more illusion than reality. 

In order to understand the Le Pen vote, the importance of the Maghreb immigrant community is neither a 

sufficient or necessary factor to consider. Her findings use the example of Seine-Saint-Denis to 

demonstrate the lack of a causal connection between immigration and right-wing extremism. Of particular 

significance is the National Front’s presentation of an immigrant »image« to heighten the anxiety and fears 

of the French population and the ways the media as well as political discourse widen the reach of Le 

Pen’s message.

This volume is an important contribution to our understanding of the socio-political transformations in 

France over the last century and the more recent challenges this poses to state-society relations. The 

2005 revolts in the Paris suburbs and the riots in different parts of the country must be set in a broader 

context to analyze the implications of a sociological phenomenon for European integration in the medium 

to long-term. In France, the perception of social exclusion by those in revolt animates their actions more 

than ethnic or geographical origin. The feelings internalized by these youth as a lack of responsiveness by 

the state is unique to the French historical experience and political culture. The significance of this 

transformation is necessary to grasp in a comparative sense given the increasing demographic 

heterogeneity experienced across member states. Their responses individually and collectively to the 

social exclusion that breeds tensions and violence are key factors to explain domestic stability in Western 

democracies and the direction European construction may take in this century. 
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