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The study of the Visigoths in Gaul and Iberia has in the last twenty years or so reached a stage of 

maturing. This development in large part is due mainly to the indefatigable labors of Spanish scholars, 

but it is also because of the contributions of German, French, and English scholars, with very modest 

contributions by North Americans. In the area of archaeology as one would expect the Spanish and 

their northern European colleagues have dominated. Moreover, we are only beginning to enter a 

phase in Visigothic-Germanic studies where the local history is becoming clearer for this crucial 

transitional period of Late Antiquity in the far western areas that make up the Iberian Peninsula and 

Gaul. In the case of southern Gaul Septimania has received significant attention in large measure 

because the province reflects a highly multicultural society. Specialists of Septimania will of course be 

very familiar with what this book has to offer, but even the specialist who studies the Germanic 

settlement of the West will find much useful information regarding Septimania. Even though it was part 

of the larger Kingdom of the Visigoths in Iberia, as the book demonstrates so clearly, Septimania had a 

rather unique development that continued into the Muslim Invasions and the Carolingian era when it 

was incorporated into Charlemagne’s expanding empire. This book will have wide appeal and not just 

for scholars of the Germanic Invasions only. The brief preface by Professor Gisela Ripoll, who has 

published extensively on Septimania, makes this very clear. This fine survey of Septimania is divided 

into eight sections or chapters (unnumbered). The first, »Des rivages de la Baltique aux berges de la 

Garonne« traces succinctly the journey of the Goths from the Baltic up to their arrival in Gaul. Chapter 

two, »Le royaume wisigoth de Toulouse (419–507)« explores the first attempt at a Visigothic Kingdom 

in Gaul to their expulsion after Vouillé. There is then a break to the journeys of the Visigoths in search 

of permanent settlement with chapter three which A. Bonnery titles »Qu’est-ce que la Septimanie?« 

that is most crucial for this book. This chapter, however, flows into chapter four »La province gauloise 

du royaume de Tolède,« where he articulates the relationship of Septimania to Gaul and the new 

Kingdom of the Visigoths in Iberia with its capital in Toledo. His main thesis throughout in this section is 

that the peoples of Septimania expressed an »esprit d’indépendance« who did not see themselves as 

part of the greater Iberian Visigothic kingdom. The sudden and rapid demise of the Visigothic Kingdom 

of Iberia brought about by the Muslim conquest initially affected very deeply Septimania. These events 

are deftly laid out in chapter five, »Au temps des émirs de Cordoue«. The author also addresses how 

the Muslim incursion into Septimania brought it directly into contact with the Franks. Chapter six »La 

Gothie carolingienne« is really a continuation of the previous chapter but whose focus is mainly the 

first contacts and then full into integration between the peoples of Septimania and the Franks that 

resulted in a new hybrid culture that gave rise in due time to the distinct cultures of Languedoc and 
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Catalonia. Furthermore, the Visigoths or those of Visigothic descent in Septimania were absorbed in 

the emergent new culture of the Spanish Marche. Chapter seven, »L’art en Septimanie à l’époque 

wisigothique« is a fascinating treatment of the art, architecture, and minor arts that flourished in this 

region and which thanks to the patient labors of mainly French and Spanish (mostly Catalan) 

archaeologists have been recovered and continue to do so in digs still in progress. Chapter eight, 

»L’art à l’époque carolingienne« continues the theme in an attempt to demonstrate the artistic 

influences that the Septimanian Visigothic arts had upon those of the Carolingians. The volume, 

moreover, is wonderfully graced with abundant color glossy and black and white photographs and 

sketches to visually illustrate the point. 

The volume closes with three sections. The first »Pour en savoir plus sur« contains brief biographical 

portraits of Galla Placidia, Alaric II, Theoderic the Great, Elipandus, Alcuin, Felix of Urgel, Nebridius, 

Spanish saints venerated in Septimania, and Wilfrid. A select bibliography, although lacking some 

fundamental works, is nevertheless useful enough. Fearing that this reviewer may appear to be self 

promoting, I nevertheless must say that mention of the extensive bibliography on the Visigoths that I 

published (»The Visigoths in Gaul and Spain A. D. 418–711: a bibliography«, Leiden 1988) would have 

served well the broader audience that this work is intended to reach since it does contain very 

extensive bibliographical sections on virtually all of the topics covered in this fine book. Very welcome 

is the index containing both subjects and authors. After the Table of Contents a »Liste des encarts« is 

given that identifies thirty nine short sections scattered throughout the volume. Many are written by the 

author while others are from well known scholars such as Miquel S. Gros on the liturgy, or a translation 

of Gregory of Tours by Pierre Riché, also on Gregory of Tours by Michel Banniard, on the Council of 

Adge and Caesarius of Arles by Charles Munier and many more. The topics of these vignettes are 

diverse ranging from portraits on Sidonius Apollinaris, the language of the Visigoths, national Councils 

of Toledo, Beatus of Liebana, the Hispano-Visigothic arch, and many more besides. They not only give 

greater depth to the volume they are also very highly informative. Readers, specialist and novice alike, 

will find them engaging and interesting to read. For the specialist of Visigothic or Carolingian studies 

the topic is well known to them. For many learned readers, however, there is still a great gap in their 

knowledge of this region for the periods covered. This book fills that void admirably. The author 

brilliantly brings together the highly technical research, mainly archaeological, that is most difficult to 

access – even for specialists – and weaves it together into a readable and engaging synthesis. The 

author and the publisher are to be lauded for such fine a study. I do believe, however, that even the 

specialists will find some of the interpretations of A. Bonnery compelling and stimulating, and that it will 

encourage them on to continue to unfold the culture of Septimania of these early centuries. Lastly, I 

highly recommend this book to scholars of Barbarian Europe, Late Antique Gaul, Visigothic Iberia, and 

the Carolingians, especially those who teach these topics at the university level.
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