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This is the third volume produced in relatively rapid succession by Dr. Thomas R. Kraus, director of the 

Stadtarchiv Aachen since 1997. After a long hiatus in production, Th. R. Kraus took up the project and 

has produced his volumes in 1999, 2002, and now 2005, thus rapidly moving this seminal reference 

series to a conclusion (the series is now almost a century in the making); see Francia 33/1 (2006), p. 

227. He is to be congratulated for not only reviving the project but also for doing so with outstanding 

scholarly thoroughness. This third volume follows closely the protocol set by the first two volumes 

edited by Th. R. Kraus (volumes III–IV). The reach of archival sources is impressive indeed; not only 

are almost forty German archives included, but some twenty archives from as far a field as Barcelona, 

Brussels, Budapest, Dublin, Prague, Oslo, and Rome. The types of archives consulted cover the full 

range of possibilities: cathedral, episcopal, municipal, royal, aristocratic, national, castellan, parochial, 

Vatican, and the Deutschorden. Entry style continues to employ the »Regesten der Erzbischöfe von 

Köln im Mittelalter« series as a model. Breadth of research is matched by depth of supporting 

reference aids. 787 entries covering only 14 years are supported by an »Orts-, Personen-, and 

Sachregister« totaling 100 pages, and by a »Quellen- und Literaturverzeichnis« of 24 pages. No 

constitutional, legal, religious, social or even economic historian will fail to discover gems in this 

collection of archival sources. As in volumes III and IV, the present volume includes several 

»Landfrieden« treaties promulgated between the Maas and Rhine rivers, while entries from 

»Rechnungsbücher« are avoided because of their vast number. The collection is therefore dominated 

by charters, letters, court records, administrative registers, and testaments. The sixth and final volume 

is currently underway, which will bring the series to an end at A. D. 1400 and include a register of 

undated documents from a vast array of sources. Therefore the sixth volume promises to contain 

many riches as the final installment of the series. It goes without saying, then, that all research 

libraries and archives will need to add this fine volume to their collections, along with the anticipated 

sixth volume. They should consider this volume as impressive as the two that preceded it.
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