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TRANSATLANTIC PERSPECTIVES: 
EUROPE IN THE EYES OF EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS 
TO THE UNITED STATES, 1930-1980

Jan Logemann, Andreas Joch, Corinna Ludwig, 
Ashley Narayan, and Barbara Reiterer
GERMAN HISTORICAL INSTITUTE

Can one become “European” by migrating to the United States? What 
did “Europe” look like and what did it mean to those who crossed the 
Atlantic? What role did European migrants play in shaping transat-
lantic networks of exchange between the United States and Europe 
during the middle of the twentieth century? These questions form the 
basis of the new GHI research project “Transatlantic Perspectives.” 
The project aims to trace transcultural perspectives on Europe, the 
emergence of hybrid European identities among European migrants – 
including long- and short-term immigrants as well as émigrés – in 
the United States, and the role these migrants played in transnational 
transfers between the 1930s and 1980s. 

The project, which is funded by a research grant from the German 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research, examines identifi ca-
tions with and perceptions of Europe among European immigrants 
in the United States. Our research is guided by the following 
assumptions: 

European migrants played an important role in shaping Ameri-• 
can perceptions of Europe in the postwar era of the Cold War, 
the economic boom, and European integration.
As part of larger transatlantic networks, professional migrants • 
also had an impact on European developments as they reached 
back to their native countries and Europe in various ways. 
The transatlantic vantage point – and in the case of émigrés of-• 
ten also the forced nature of their migration – helped European 
migrants in postwar America to transcend parochial and national 
perspectives and to regard Europe as a more encompassing 
social, cultural, and political entity.

As “wanderers between the worlds,” migrants participated in a 
transatlantic construction of Europeanness in which the contrast 
with the United States and American society was of central impor-
tance. Based on the previous assumptions, the project pursues a set 
of overarching questions:
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Can we trace a connection between migration experiences • 
and the emergence of a European sense of belonging among 
migrants?
What patterns of perception predominate among migrants with • 
regard to specifi c aspects of European society, such as the Euro-
pean city, the European economy, or European consumption? 
Did the transatlantic perspective lead migrants to weigh a widely • 
perceived lack of modernization of Europe vis-à-vis the United 
States — as in predominant narratives of “Americanization” dur-
ing the postwar years — against more positive images of Europe 
or elements of it such as the European city, business culture, or 
consumer culture?
What role, fi nally, did European immigrants and émigrés play in • 
transnational processes of transfer and exchange in the postwar 
Atlantic world? 

By emphasizing the role of migrants as actors in reciprocal pro-
cesses of exchange and perception, the project ultimately seeks to 
probe notions of unidirectional Americanization during the postwar 
decades. Investigating migrant biographies can potentially show 
that transatlantic history during the American century was, in fact, 
characterized by a complicated entanglement of social, cultural, and 
economic developments in Europe and the United States.

Research Contexts

The project draws on and aims to pull together several areas of his-
torical research. We are interested in fostering a dialogue between 
the historiography of transatlantic migration and an emerging 
literature on European identities and Europeanization in the twen-
tieth century. We also strive to integrate both of these fi elds into 
the research on transatlantic relations and Americanization in the 
postwar decades. 

Historical research on perceptions and images of Europe as well as on 
European identities has enjoyed increasing popularity in recent de-
cades, particularly in the wake of the European integration process.1 

The call for a European history that transcends national boundaries 
has informed a growing number of studies that provide narrative 
syntheses of European history or engage in intra-European compari-
sons.2 A number of these works delineate the long-term structures as 
well as the peculiarities of European history, in some cases reaching 
as far back as the societies of Western antiquity. But researchers 

1  See Hartmut Kaelble and Martin 
Kirsch, eds., Selbstverständnis 
und Gesellschaft  der Europäer. 
Aspekte der sozialen und 
kulturellen Europäisierung im 
späten 19. und 20. Jahrhundert 
(Frankfurt, 2008). Several 
research projects have recently 
promoted research in Europe-
anization. See “Imagined 
Europeans: Die wissenschaft li-
che Konstruktion des Homo 
Europaeus” directed by Kiran 
Klaus Patel at Humboldt 
Universität zu Berlin (www.
imagined-europeans.org), and 
the cooperative project “Euro-
peanization History Network” 
(www.europeanization.org) 
directed by Kiran Klaus Patel 
and Martin Conway.

2  See Norman Davies, Europe: A 
History (Oxford, 1996); Edgar 
Morin, Europa denken (Frankfurt, 
1991); and Harold James, 
Europe Reborn: A History, 1914-
2000 (England, 2003). See 
also Heinz-Gerhard Haupt, 
“Die Geschichte Europas als 
vergleichende Geschichts-
schreibung,” Comparativ 14 
(2004): 83-97. 
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have also focused on the history of the European integration process 
during the twentieth century. Beyond the institutional and political 
history of this process, several intellectual histories have traced the 
“idea of Europe” since the interwar era.3 Here, the immediate post-
war years of the 1940s and 1950s emerge as a period of widespread 
enthusiasm for Europe. Social historians have simultaneously em-
phasized the growing structural convergence of Western European 
societies aft er World War II.4 Both perspectives share an implicit 
interest in the emergence of a shared European sense of belonging 
and its relationship to long-dominant national identities.

Yet, the concept of a European identity remains contested. As ubiqui-
tous as the term identity has become in historical and social science 
writing, it can be opaque and problematic when applied to groups.5 
More specifi cally, historians such as Konrad Jarausch have warned 
against the temptation to historically construct a homogenous or 
narrow concept of European identity. This would run the danger of 
recalling nineteenth-century eff orts by historians engaged in the con-
struction of national identities. Complex and contradictory cultures of 
memory in Eastern, Western, and Central Europe demonstrate why 
it is impossible to forge a single narrative of European history.6 Most 
recent scholarship thus assumes European identity to be a patchwork 
of diverse and overlapping identities.7 In contrast to traditional no-
tions of national identity, some historians employ the term “European 
consciousness,” which can coexist with national identifi cations.8 This 
hybrid European self-understanding provides a useful link to current 
research in historical migration studies that emphasizes the emergence 
of hybrid identities as a consequence of transnational migration.9 

At the same time, there are recurrent calls to put the history of mi-
grants, a marginalized group in various national historiographies, 
at the center of a new post-national approach to European history.10 
Some studies have suggested that a European self-understanding can be 

6  Jarausch calls this the 
“Treitschke Trap.” Konrad 
Jarausch, Thomas 
Lindenberger, and Annelie 
Ramsbrock, eds., Confl icted 
Memories: Europeanizing 
Contemporary Histories 
(New York, 2007).

7  See, e.g., the introduction 
to Hartmut Kaelbe et al., 
eds., Transnationale Öff ent-
lichkeiten und Identitäten 
im 20. Jahrhundert 
(Frankfurt, 2002).

8  Hartmut Kaelble, Europä er 
ü ber Europa: die Entste-
hung des europä ischen 
Selbstverstä ndnisses im 19. 
und 20. Jahrhundert 
(Frankfurt, 2001).

9  On transnational and 
hybrid identities, see 
Hartmut Kaelbe et al., 
eds., Transnationale 
Öff entlichkeiten und Iden-
titäten, especially the 
contributions by 
Martin Kohli, “Die 
Entstehung einer eu-
ropäischen Identität: 
Konfl ikte und Potentiale”, 
111-34, and Martin 
Kirsch, “Wissenschaft ler im 
Ausland zwischen 1930 
und 1960 – Transfer-
bedingungen und Iden-
titätswandel einer er-
zwungenen Migration, 
179-205. 

10  Rainer Ohliger, Karen 
Schö nwä lder, Triadafi los 
Triadafi lopoulos, European 
Encounters: Migrants, 
Migration and European 
Societies since 1945 
(Aldershot, 2003).

3  See Wolfgang Schmale, 
Geschichte Europas 
(Vienna, 2000); Frank Niess, 
Die europäische Idee – Aus 
dem Geist des Widerstands 
(Frankfurt, 2001); and Ute 
Frevert, Eurovisionen: 
Ansichten guter Europäer 
im 19. und 20. Jahrhundert 
(Frankfurt, 2003).

4  Hartmut Kaelble, The Euro-
pean Way: European Socie-
ties during the Nineteenth 

and Twentieth Centuries 
(New York, 2004); Harmut 
Kaelble, Auf dem Weg zu einer 
europäischen Gesellschaft : eine 
Sozialgeschichte Westeuro-
pas: 1880 – 1980 (Munich, 
1987); and Gerold Ambrosius 
and William Hubbard, 
Sozial- und Wirtschaft sge-
schichte Europas im 20. 
Jahrhundert (Munich, 1986). 

5  Lutz Niethammer, Kollektive 
Identität: heimliche Quellen 

einer unheimlichen Konjunktur 
(Reinbek, 2000). See also 
Alexander Schmidt-Gernig, 
“Gibt es eine ‘europäische 
Identität’? Konzeptionelle 
Überlegungen zum 
Zusammenhang transna-
tionaler Erfahrungsräume, 
kollektiver Identitäten 
und öff entlicher Diskurse 
in Westeuropa seit dem 
Zweiten Weltkrieg, in Dis-
kurse und Entwicklungspfa-
de. Gesellschaft svergleiche >>

>> in Geschichte und 
Sozialwissenschaft en, ed. 
Hartmut Kaelble and Jür-
gen Schriewer (Frankfurt, 
1999), 163-216.
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linked to migration experiences. Hartmut Kaelble’s work on European 
self-descriptions in the nineteenth and twentieth century, for example, 
draws prominently on the travel writing of European intellectuals 
abroad.11 Travel outside of Europe (and in this case especially to the 
United States) oft en heightened a sense of shared European attributes 
and problems. While exiled in America, Austrian sociologist Louise 
von Simson, for example, wrote that “it is astounding how in America 
one completely forgets those national diff erences which appear as such 
important lines of demarcation in Europe .… [This] made the unity of 
Europe apparent and made us feel as though we were Europeans.”12 Re-
search on identity transformation as a result of labor migration and tour-
ism within Europe suggests that this was not a phenomenon confi ned to 
intellectual debates. To what degree this amounted to “Europeanization 
from below” remains to be seen, however, and preliminary fi ndings are 
disparate and ambivalent.13 As Karen Schönwälder has noted, there is a 
need to systematically probe the relationship between European identi-
ties and migration experiences.14 Our project intends to address this gap 
in the current historiography. 

The contrast with the non-European Other, which predominantly 
included the United States during the middle of the twentieth cen-
tury, has infl uenced modern European self-understanding. Recent 
transnational studies, particularly on the colonial era, have sharpened 
our understanding of the global contextualization of European his-
tory.15 Prior to World War I, the colonial gaze focused on a supposed 
European civilizational and racial superiority. In contrast, European 
self-understanding endured a crisis beginning in the interwar years. 
Following World War I, internal diff erences and shortcomings be-
came a central feature of the debate. Still, the juxtaposition to the 
non-European Other remained important. Postcolonial migration 
to Europe became an increasingly important source of refl ections 
about Europeanness and accompanied the process of European in-
tegration.16 More crucial for the context of our project, the rise of the 

11  See Hartmut Kaelble, Europäer 
über Europa, and Alexander 
Schmidt-Gernig, Amerika 
erfahren – Europa entdecken. 
Zum Vergleich der Gesellschaft en 
in europäischen Reiseberichten 
des 20. Jahrhunderts (Berlin, 
1999). For Imperial Germany, 
see also Alexander Schmidt, 
Reisen in die Moderne: der 
Amerika-Diskurs des deutschen 
Bürgertums vor dem Ersten 
Weltkrieg im europäischen 
Vergleich (Berlin, 1997). 

12  Kaelble, Europäer über Europa, 
214 (translation J. L.).

13  Thomas Mergel, “Transna-
tionale Mobilität, Integration 
und Herkunft sbewusstsein: 
Migration und Europäisches 
Selbstverständnis im 19. Und 
20. Jahrhundert, in Selbst-
verständnis und Gesellschaft  
der Europäer, ed. Kaelble and 
Kirsch, 251-97. See also 
Thomas Mergel, “Europe as 
Leisure Time Communication: 
Tourism and Transnational 
Interaction since 1945,” in 
Confl icted Memories, ed. 
Jarausch et al., 133-52.

14  Karen Schönwälder, “Immi-
gration from Below? Migra-
tion and European Contem-
porary History,” in Confl icted 
Memories, ed. Jarausch et al., 
154-63. Schönwälder writes: 
“Unfortunately, to my knowl-
edge, wide-ranging empirical 
studies of connections be-
tween migratory experiences 
and attitudes to Europe, as 
well as other Europeans, do 
not exist” (156).

15  See, e.g., Jürgen 
Osterhammel, Geschichts-
wissenschaft  jenseits des 
Nationalstaats: Studien zur 
Beziehungsgeschichte und 
Zivilisationsvergleich 
(Göttingen, 2001); as well 
as Frevert, Eurovisionen. 
On the rise of trans-
national history, see 
especially Ian Tyrrell, 

“Refl ections on the Trans-
national Turn in United 
States History: Theory 
and Practice,” Journal of 
Global History 3 (2009): 
453-74; and Kiran Klaus 
Patel, “Transatlantische 
Perspektiven trans-
nationaler Geschichte,” 
Geschichte & Gesellschaft  
29 (2003): 625-47.

16  Karen Schönwälder, “In-
tegration from Below?”; 
and Bo Strath, “Europe 
and the Other and Europe 
as the Other,” in Selbst-
bilder und Fremdbilder. 
Repräsentationen sozialer 
Ordnungen im Wandel, 
ed. Jörg Baberowski et al. 
(Frankfurt, 2008), 191-
202.
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United States made America a central foil of comparison for European 
self-refl ection.17 The U.S. served both as a model and a dystopian 
vision against which Europeans could defi ne themselves. European 
immigrants, émigrés, and exiles in the United States played a central 
role in this debate.

Here, we can draw on a long tradition of research on European mi-
gration to the United States.18 While the primary interest of scholars 
of historical migration used to focus on processes of assimilation, 
integration, or acculturation within American society, recent scholar-
ship has begun to understand migration as a transnational process. 
Scholars are paying increasing attention to migrants’ ties to their 
homelands and communication with those left  behind, to temporary 
or permanent returns, and to the complex path of migration itself.19 
These facets of the migration process foster the emergence of mul-
tiple and hybrid identities among those “transmigrants” who are 
continuously engaged in border crossings as well as within American 
immigrant communities more generally.20 

The position of European-Americans in American society changed 
during the postwar period. The ethnic communities of European 
migrants that were so prominent during the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries were now less important. The restrictive turn in 
U.S. immigration law during the 1920s largely cut off  the infl ux of 
new arrivals, while the off spring of fi rst generation immigrants in-
creasingly left  ethnic neighborhoods for suburbia. In his longitudinal 
study of European immigrant communities aft er 1945, the sociologist 
Richard Alba found a weakening of ethnic identifi cations relating to 
particular nationalities (such as Polish or Italian-Americans). Instead 
he saw a new group of “European Americans” emerge whose ethnic 
identity was, as Herbert Gans has argued, of a symbolic nature.21 In 
contrast to fi rst half of the twentieth century, there is only limited 
research on post-World War II European migration to the United 
States despite the fact that a substantial number of Europeans moved 
across the Atlantic during the 1950s.22 Changes in transport and 

20  See Alejandro Portes, “Glo-
balization from Below: The 
Rise of Transnational Com-
munities,” in The Ends of 
Globalization, ed. Don Kalb 
et al. (Oxford, 2000), 
253- 70.

21  Richard Alba, Ethnic Iden-
tity: The Transformation of 
White America (New 
Haven, 1990); and Herbert 
Gans, “Symbolic Identity: 
The Future of Ethnic 
Groups in America,” Ethnic 
and Racial Studies (1979): 
1-20.

22  Transatlantic migration 
increased again aft er the 
war; about 2.7 million 
Europeans left  the con-
tinent during the 1950s. 
See Klaus Bade, Europa in 
Bewegung: Migration vom 
späten 18. Jahrhundert bis 
zur Gegenwart (Munich, 
2000), 301; and idem, 
“From Emigration to 
Immigration: The German 
Experience in the Nine-
teenth and Twentieth 
Centuries,” in Migration 
Past , Migration Future, 
ed. Bade and Weiner, 9. 

17  Hartmut Kaelble, “Eine 
europäische Geschichte 
der Repräsentationen 
des Eigenen und des 
Anderen,” in Selbstbilder 
und Fremdbilder, ed. 
Barberowski et al., 67-81. 

18  For an overview, see Klaus 
Bade and Myron Weiner, 

Migration Past, Migration 
Future: Germany and the 
United States: Migration 
and Refugees (Providence, 
1997); and Dirk Hoerder 
and Leslie Moch, eds., 
European Migrants: Global 
and Local Perspectives 
(Boston, 1996). More 
recently, see Christiane 

Harzig, Dirk Hoerder, and 
Donna R. Gabaccia, What 
Is Migration History? 
(Cambridge, 2009); and 
Jochen Oltmer, Migration 
im 19. und 20. Jahrhundert 
(Munich, 2010). 

19  See, e.g., Christiane 
Harzig, Migration und >>

>> Erinnerung:  Refl exionen 
ü ber Wanderungserfahrun-
gen in Europa und Nord-
amerika (Gö ttingen, 2006); 
Bruce Elliott et al., Letters 
Across Borders: The Episto-
lary Practices of Internatio-
nal Migrants (New York, 
2006); and Andreas 
Gestrich and Marita 
Krauss, eds., Zurü ckbleiben: 
der vernachlässigte Teil 
der Migrationsgeschichte 
(Stuttgart, 2006).
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communication made their migration experience a substantially 
diff erent one. There was an increase in temporary migration in the 
form of extended family visits, student exchange programs, short-
term labor migration or longer stays by business migrants and other 
career migrants. The impact of these changes on the experience of 
European migrants in the United States, their ethnic identifi cation, 
and their perception of Europe has not received much attention 
from historians.

More is known about those migrants who fl ed to America during 
the 1930s and 1940s as émigrés and exiles due to political or racial 
persecution by the Nazi regime. This group of migrants stands apart 
not only because of the forced nature of their migration experi-
ence, but also because of their ethnic and social composition. At 
least 130,000 of these migrants are estimated to have come from 
German-speaking Europe.23 Many of the émigrés were Jewish and 
many belonged to Europe’s professional, political, or intellectual 
elite. Numerous studies now exist on prominent refugee artists, 
writers, academics, and professionals, as well as labor activists and 
political leaders.24 The literature has traced personal emigration 
experiences which, despite the diverse spectrum of individual bio-
graphies and diff erences across gender lines, included many struc-
tural similarities. For example, many migrants shared problems of 
professional dislocation or similar perceptions of the American host 
society.25 Émigrés oft en prominently refl ected on their confl icted and 
hybrid identities.26 There is anecdotal evidence here for an emerging 
self-understanding as Europeans among this group, as in the case of 
Thomas Mann, who refashioned himself as a European rather than 
a German in American exile.27

Beyond this, scholarship on the émigrés off ers concrete examples 
of their cultural and political infl uence on the United States and 
later — through transatlantic networks — on Europe. In contrast 
to the older conception of a brain drain from Europe to the United 
States, the newer literature off ers an increasingly refi ned notion 
of complex processes of transatlantic transfer and adaptation.28 
The success of migrants and their reception depended on a 
number of factors, including their willingness to adapt European 
traditions to the conditions and demands of American society. 
Theoretical work in the history of transfers, which considers the 
transnational and multi-polar flow of both ideas and people, 
has underlined the importance of the receiving society for such 

23  Claus-Dieter Krohn, 
“Vereinigte Staaten von 
Amerika,” in Krohn et al., eds., 
Handbuch der deutschsprachigen 
Emigration (Darmstadt, 
1988). On life in exile, see 
Corinna Unger, Reise ohne 
Wiederkehr? Leben im Exil 
1933 bis 1945 (Darmstadt, 
2009). 

24  See, e.g., Laura Fermi, Illu-
strious Immigrants: The Intel-
lectual Migration from Europe 
1930-1960 (Chicago, 1968); 
and Lewis Coser, Refugee 
Scholars in America: Their 
Impact and Their Experiences 
(New Haven, 1984).

25  See especially Coser, Refugee 
Scholars. On the gendered 
nature of the émigré experi-
ence, see Sybille Quack, ed., 
Between Sorrow and Strength: 
Women Refugees of the Nazi 
Period (New York, 1995).

26  Claus-Dieter Krohn, ed., Exil, 
Entwurzelung, Hybridität: 
Jahrbuch Exilforschung 27 
(Munich, 2009). 

27  On Mann, see Helmut 
Koopmann, “‘German Cul-
ture Is Where I Am:’ Thomas 
Mann in Exile, Studies in Twen-
tieth Century Literature 7 
(1982): 5-20; and Eveline 
Pochadt, “Zwischen den 
Stühlen – Thomas Mann nach 
1945, Blätter der Thomas-
Mann-Gesellschaft  Zürich 25 
(1993): 5-31.

28  Mitchell Ash and Alfons 
Söllner, eds., Forced Migration 
and Scientifi c Change: Émi-
gré German-Speaking Scien-
tists and Scholars aft er 1933 
(Washington, DC, 1996). On 
the changing emphasis from 
“brain drain” to “brain circu-
lation,” see more generally 
Dittmar Dahlmann and 
Reinhold Reith, eds., Eliten-
wanderung und Wissenstrans-
fer im 19. Und 20. Jahrhundert 
(Essen, 2008).
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processes.29 Émigré economists, for example, were successful 
in the United States in part because they could integrate their 
research into the context of growing state intervention during the 
New Deal and later into the ideological competition of the Cold 
War.30 As Joachim Radkau has shown, during and immediately 
aft er World War II, the infl uence of émigrés on American percep-
tions of and policy towards Europe through institutions such as 
the Offi  ce of Strategic Services was quite tangible.31 As temporary 
or permanent “returnees” this group also infl uenced the course of 
events in Western Europe during the postwar decades. Research 
has shown the importance of returning émigrés in “Westernizing” 
politics, business, and academia in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many.32 To what degree this infl uence also contained elements of 
Europeanization remains an unanswered question.33 

While the experience of émigrés and the broader European migration 
to America are frequently treated as distinct fi elds within historical 
literature, our “Transatlantic Perspectives” project aims to connect 
the two and to ground them within the wider scholarship on European-
American relations throughout the twentieth century. The history of 
postwar transatlantic relations has been studied from a variety of 
angles.34 Beyond traditional diplomatic history approaches, much 
attention has been devoted to relations and exchange processes in the 
areas of business, culture, and civil society.35 The role of migrants in 
transnational networks, however, has rarely been at the center of such 
investigations despite their prominent role in organizations such as 
the Congress for Cultural Freedom. Even during the 1950s and 1960s, 
transatlantic exchanges were less unidirectional than the popular la-
bel Americanization suggests.36 Instead, the postwar decades appear 
as a continuation (though certainly under unequal power relations) of 

33  Klaus Körner, “Emigranten 
im kulturellen 
Wiederaufb au. Die Eu-
ropäische Verlagsanstalt, 
in Rückkehr und Aufb au 
nach 1945, ed. Krohn and 
Mühlen, 139-56. 

34  Detlef Junker et al., eds., 
Die USA und Deutschland 
im Zeitalter des Kalten 
Krieges, 1945-1990: ein 
Handbuch, (Stuttgart, 
2001). A recent overview 
of the literature on trans-
atlantic exchanges in the 
triangle Germany – 
France –USA is off ered 
by Reiner Marcowitz, “Im 
Spannungsverhältnis 
zwischen Europäisierung, 
Amerikanisierung und 
Westernisierung. Die Zäsur 
der 1960er und 1970er 
Jahre für die transatlan-
tische Europadebatte,” in 
Deutschland – Frankreich – 
Nordamerika: Transfers, 
Imaginationen, Beziehungen, 
ed. Chantal Metzger and 
Hartmut Kaelble 
(Stuttgart, 2006), 98-123.

35  See, e.g., Frank Trommler, 
The German-American En-
counter: Confl ict and Coope-
ration between Two Cultures, 
1800 – 2000 (New York, 
2001); Alexander Stephan, 
The Americanization of Eu-
rope: Culture, Diplomacy, and 
Anti-Americanization aft er 
1945 (New York, 2006); 
and Martin Klimke et al., 
eds., Changing the World, 
Changing Oneself: Political 
Protest and Collective Iden-
tities in West Germany and 
the U.S. in the 1960s and 
1970s (New York, 2010). 

36  See Richard Pells, Not Like 
Us: How Europeans Have 
Loved, Hated, and Trans-
formed American Culture 
Since World War II (New 
York, 1997).

29  See Matthias Middell, 
“Kulturtransfer und 
Historische Komparatistik 
– Thesen zu ihrem 
Verhältnis, Comparativ 
10 (2000): 7-41.

30  Claus-Dieter Krohn, 
Wissenschaft  im Exil. 
Deutsche Sozial- und 
Wirtschaft swissenschaft en 
in den USA und die New 
School of Social Research 
(Frankfurt, 1988).

31  Joachim Radkau, Die 
deutsche Emigration in den 

USA. Ihr Einfl uss auf die 
amerikanische Europapoli-
tik 1933-1945 
(Düsseldorf, 1971).

32  On the question of “remi-
gration, see Claus-Dieter 
Krohn and Patrick 
Mühlen, eds., Rückkehr 
und Aufb au nach 1945: 
Deutsche Remigranten 
im öff entlichen Leben Nach-
kriegsdeutschlands 
(Marburg, 1997); Axel 
Schildt, “Reise zurück in 
die Zukunft . Beiträge von 
intellektuellen USA-

Remigranten zur 
atlantischen Allianz, zum  
westdeutschen 
Amerikabild und zur 
‘Amerikanisierung’ in den 
50er Jahren, “Exilforschung 
9 (1991): 25-45; and 
Claus-Dieter Krohn and 
Axel Schildt, eds., Zwischen 
den Stü hlen? Remigranten 
und Remigration in der 
deutschen Medien-
ö ff entlichkeit der Nach-
kriegszeit (Hamburg, 2002). 
Guest professorships 
are discussed in Marita 
Krauss, “Exilerfahrung >>

>> und Wissenstransfer: 
Transatlantische Gastpro-
fessoren nach 1945, in 
Elitenwanderung und Wis-
senstransfer, ed. Dahlmann 
and Reith, 35-53.
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a vibrant transatlantic dialogue dating back to the Progressive Era.37 The 
role that migrants, with their unique perspective on Europe, played 
in the process will be a focal point of our project. 

Recent eff orts in transnational and global history have sought to tran-
scend national distinctions and question labels such as “American” 
or “European.” Both in American and European history, transnational 
studies have begun to unearth political, economic, and cultural con-
nections and processes that were not bounded by national frame-
works. Additionally, our focus on the contextualized biographies 
of migrants is grounded in a renewed interest in biographical ap-
proaches to historical analysis.38 By investigating networks of actors 
and exchanges beyond the level of the nation state and its govern-
ments, “Transatlantic Perspectives” joins in an eff ort to challenge 
the primacy of national perspectives within historical writing and to 
heighten our sensibility for the global and transnational dimension 
of historical developments.

Four individual research projects explore interconnected aspects 
of the broader project in the fi elds of history of science, history of 
consumption, urban history, and business history. 

Europeanization from Afar

As discussed above, scholarship on Europeanization has produced 
some anecdotal evidence of an increased sensibility for European 
rather than national identifi cations among immigrants and émigrés. 
Can we trace links between transnational migration experiences and 
hybrid European identities? When and in what ways did Europeans 
look back at Europe in a way that transcended their individual coun-
tries of origin?

Barbara Reiterer’s dissertation project studies German-speaking 
Central European women émigré social scientists who migrated to 
the United States between 1930 and 1945. The project investigates 
their lives and subsequent careers up to 1980 and reveals their pro-
fessional networks as they related to the social, professional, and 
academic culture of the United States at a time when the social sci-
ences expanded and gained significant public authority. While 
prominent male intellectual émigrés have been studied by other 
historians, this dissertation focuses on women who brought 
with them considerable expertise and experience and helped estab-
lish a research framework that combined their European roots with 

37  See Daniel Rodgers, Atlantic 
Crossings: Social Politics in a 
Progressive Age (Cambridge, 
1996).

38  See Volker Berghahn and 
Simone Lässig, eds., Biography 
between Structure and Agency: 
Central European Lives in Inter-
national Historiography (New 
York, 2008).
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American traditions in social research and 
gendered practices of social inquiry.39 They 
created atypical professional cultures as well 
as distinctive theories and methodologies 
that influenced both the development of 
disciplines and their particular topics.40 
Working as academic researchers, college 
and university professors, and in professions 
outside the universities (for example, in so-
cial administration and market research), the 
most successful émigrés, such as Gisela 
Konopka (see Figure 1) and Marie Jahoda, 
combined a unique set of characteristics. 
Their European and American training, their 
experiences of exile, their cultural and cogni-
tive traditions, their encounters with social 
norms and role expectations in different 
places, as well as their language and connec-
tions made it possible for them to maintain 
dynamic international collaborations. 

The quite diff erent personal and professional contexts many of these 
émigré women found themselves in forced many of them to refl ect 
on their identities. Their theoretical and methodological training in 
the social sciences equipped them to engage with this issue of iden-
tity and communicate these eff orts. Thus, this specifi c constellation 
renders them a useful group to study migrant self-identifi cation as 
Europeans, as European Americans, or as Americans. In this process 
of identity formation, they also participated in forging a fresh per-
ception of Europe as they established themselves in and adapted to 
the United States. These processes left  a lasting mark on the social 
science disciplines and the émigrés’ perspectives on American and 
European societies, as well as on their personal and professional 
identities in ways that this dissertation sets out to examine. 

Perspectives on the European Economy 

The shape of the European economy was of particular relevance 
in the era of Cold War economic competition and the economic 

39  Much of the literature on 
intellectual migration 
focuses on male 
émigrés, e.g., Donald 

Bailyn and Bernard 
Fleming, eds., The 
Intellectual Migration: 
Europe And America, 

1930-1960 (Cambridge, 
1969); Coser, Refugee 
Scholars; Fermi, 
Illustrious Immigrants. 

40  For an example of these 
processes in psychology, 
see Mitchell Ash, “Émigré 
Psychologists aft er 1933: 
The Cultural Coding of Sci-
entifi c and Professional 
Practices,” in Forced Migra-
tion and Scientifi c Change, 
ed. Ash and Söllner, 
117-38.

Figure 1. Gisela Konopka 
was born in Berlin and 
studied psychology, 
pedagogy, and history in 
Hamburg. Aft er emigrating 
she became a professor 
of social work at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota and 
played a crucial role in re-
fashioning postwar social 
work in Germany. Photo-
graph courtesy of Univer-
sity Archives, University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities.
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integration of Western Europe. The work of émigré economists in 
the United States such as those of the Austrian School has already 
received some scholarly attention.41 Beyond economists, however, 
exiled union leaders, immigrant entrepreneurs, and European man-
agers who came to the United States as career migrants also played 
signifi cant roles in postwar transatlantic networks that demand 
further historical attention.42 

Corinna Ludwig’s dissertation project examines the business strat-
egies of German companies in the American market from the end 
of the Second World War to the 1980s. In the postwar period, the 
infl uence of American economic power grew stronger than ever 
before. More and more U.S. companies expanded their business to 
Europe. Entering the American market, in contrast, was a challenge 
for European companies. From a business historical perspective, 
the project analyzes what opportunities existed in the U.S. market, 
what conditions German companies faced, and what kind of strate-
gies they pursued to establish themselves in the United States. The 
project seeks to enrich the debate over the so-called Americaniza-
tion of West German companies by a change of perspective and by 
tracing transfers and interactions between German and U.S. compa-
nies in the American market rather than in Germany.43 

With a focus on marketing strategies, and especially public relations, 
Ludwig’s dissertation examines how such structural processes were 
translated into forms of communication. The public relations aspect 
was especially relevant for German companies, who had to repair 
reputations that had been severely tainted by the recent Nazi past. 
Furthermore, their trade relations with the United States had been 
placed on hold during the war. How did German fi rms tie back into 
prior existing business networks aft er the war, and, more generally, 
how did they promote public trust in the United States?44 What kind 
of commercial campaigns did they initiate? Who developed these, 
and which image did they try to convey with these? 

Integrated into the analysis of corporate policy decisions, this dis-
sertation will pay especially close attention to business migrants – 
the carriers and individual agents of these transatlantic transfer 
and adaptation process – such as managers and businesspeople 
sent to the United States by their parent company as well as ex-
perts in the fi eld of public relations. Thus, the project will enhance 
the microeconomic perspective with cultural aspects, that is, 
individual travel experiences. Did their experiences and perceptions 

41  See, e.g., Krohn, Wissenschaft  
im Exil, and Coser, Refugee 
Scholars, 137-85, as well as 
Claus-Dieter Krohn, “Dismissal 
and Emigration of German-
Speaking Economists aft er 
1933,” in Forced Migration 
and Scientifi c Change, ed. Ash 
and Söllner, 175-97. Jan-
Otmar Hesse, “‘Ein Wunder 
der Wirtschaft stheorie’: Die 
‘Amerikanisierung’ der 
Volkswirtschaft slehre in der 
frühen Bundesrepublik,” 
Jahrbuch des Historischen 
Kollegs (2007): 79-113, notes 
the need for further explo-
ration regarding the impact 
of émigré economists on 
postwar European economic 
thinking.

42  On union leaders, see Julia 
Angster, “Wertewandel in den 
Gewerkschaft en. Zur Rolle 
der gewerkschaft lichen 
Remigranten in der Bundes-
republik der 1950er Jahre, 
in Rückkehr und Aufb au nach 
1945, ed. Krohn and Mühlen, 
111-38. On immigrant 
entrepreneurs, see Hartmut 
Berghoff  and Uwe 
Spiekermann, “Immigrant En-
trepreneurship: The German-
American Business Biography 
1720 – Present,” Bulletin of 
the German Historical Insti-
tute 47 (2010): 69-82; and 
Charles Haller, German-Ame-
rican Business Biographies: 
High Finance and Big Business 
(Asheville, 2001).

43  On the infl uence of American 
business models within the 
Federal Republic of Germany, 
see Christian Kleinschmidt. 
Der produktive Blick: 
Wahrnehmung amerikanischer 
und japanischer Management- 
und Produktionsmethoden 
durch deutsche Unternehmer 
1950-1985 (Berlin, 2002).

44  On how German companies 
utilized public relation methods 
to promote public trust in West 
Germany, see S. Jonathan 
Wiesen, West German Industry 
and the Challenge of the Nazi 
Past, 1945-1955 
(Chapel Hill,2001).
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of American business and consumer culture influence these 
businessmen in creating and shaping certain corporate identities 
of the company branches in the United States? Finally, how suc-
cessful were their strategies and what were possible reasons for 
their strategies to fail?

Perspectives on the European City 

The continued reciprocity of postwar trans-
atlantic relationships becomes particularly 
visible in the realm of urban development. 
Dating back to Max Weber’s comparative 
work, the “European city” has long been 
regarded by many as a peculiar character-
istic of European history and civilization. In 
transnational debates over social change in 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 
urban problems frequently occupied a cen-
tral role.45 Especially in the context of rapid 
urban change in the decades aft er World 
War II, the American metropolis was in-
creasingly regarded, approvingly as well as 
critically, as a “modern” counterpart of Eu-
ropean urban forms.46 

Within this context, Andreas Joch’s dissertation project looks at 
the role European migrants played in this genuinely transatlantic 
discourse. His study focuses on transnational connections within 
the fi eld of planned urban development between 1930 and 1970. 
Furthermore, it links this aspect to a discussion of perceptions of 
urbanity and urban life in the Atlantic world. 

Urban planning is a discipline with decidedly transnational roots. 
Some of the planning history classics have shown that knowledge 
about new theoretical concepts and ideas as well as about the most 
innovative planning projects circulated freely among a large group of 

45  Christian Meier, “Die 
okzidentale Stadt nach 
Max Weber,” supple-
ment, Historische Zeit-
schrift  S17 (1994). On 
current research on and 
a critique of the con-
cept of the European, 

see Friedrich Lenger and 
Klaus Tenfelde, eds., Die 
europä ische Stadt im 20. 
Jahrhundert: Wahrneh-
mung – Entwicklung – 
Erosion (Cologne, 2006). 
See also Kaelble, The 
European Way.

46  Jeff ry Diefendorf, “Ameri-
can Infl uences on Urban 
Developments in 
West Germany,” in The 
United States and 
Germany in the Era of 
the Cold War, ed. Junker, 
587-93.

Figure 2. Victor Gruen, an 
immigrant architect from 
Vienna who is known as 
the “father of the mall,” 
became an important 
voice in postwar trans-
atlantic debates about 
urban planning and con-
sumer landscapes. Photo: 
Victor Gruen Collection, 
Box 61, American Heritage 
Center, University of 
Wyoming. Reproduced 
by permission.
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experts from various nations, especially during the formative years 
of the discipline before 1930.47 The intensity and direction of the 
information fl ows varied over the twentieth century, but discussions 
about urban matters maintained a strong tendency to utilize this 
transnational frame of reference. International conferences, journal 
articles, and personal contacts functioned as effi  cient mediators of 
exchange.48 Parallel to this intense exchange, however, the (perceived) 
“American city” has frequently been portrayed as a counter concept 
to the development of urban Europe. Elements like the modes of 
transportation and the intensity of suburban sprawl are seen by many 
as elements setting the “European” and the “American” city apart.49 
Such comparisons, however, are accompanied by the conception of 
a general trend towards convergence of modern lifestyles, to which 
urban planning, as Axel Schildt argues, contributed signifi cantly by 
bringing cities in Western Europe and in the United States ever closer 
together, especially in the decades following World War II.50 

Against this backdrop, Joch’s dissertation project seeks to further 
our understanding of the transnational aspects of planned urban 
development and the distinctions between European and American 
urbanity by looking at the American city through two distinct lenses. 
The fi rst lens is provided by European city planners who migrated 
to North America during the research period and who are the main 
focus of the study. Despite considerable progress, especially with 
regard to the lives and work of émigré architects, many open ques-
tions remain about the modes, mechanisms, and long-term trends 
of planning exchange on the micro-level.51 Here the study seeks 
to deepen our understanding of the functionality of professional 
transatlantic networks. Were migrants able to take up a central 
position in the border crossing exchange on urban planning? What 
links did they maintain to their countries of origin? This profes-
sional perspective is supplemented by a second view, through the 
eyes of “ordinary migrants” coming to America during the same 
time period and settling in its cities but not confronting them on a 
professional level. Just like the professionals, these migrants were 
bound to experience diff erences in the built environment and city 
life when comparing dwellings, the structure of the neighborhood, 
or traffi  c at home and in the United States. By combining the views 
of these groups, the study off ers a new perspective on the actual 
and perceived similarities and diff erences between American and 
European cities and clarifi es the historical background of an ongo-
ing debate about distinct forms of urbanity. 

47  See Peter Hall, Cities of 
Tomorrow: An Intellectual 
History of Urban Planning and 
Design in the Twentieth Century, 
3rd ed. (New York, 2002); and 
Anthony Sutcliff e, Towards 
the Planned City (New York, 
1981).

48  Ward provides a recent syn-
thesis: Stephen V. Ward, Plan-
ning the Twentieth Century 
City: The Advanced Capitalist 
World (London, 2002).

49  For an overview of the related 
discussions, see Friedrich 
Lenger, “Einleitung,” in Die 
europäische Stadt im 20. 
Jahrhundert: Wahrnehmung - 
Entwicklung - Erosion, ed. 
Friedrich Lenger and Klaus 
Tenfelde (Cologne, 2006), 
1-21, esp. 5-10.

50  See Axel Schildt, “Amerikani-
sche Einfl ü sse auf den 
Wiederaufb au west-
europä ischer Stä dte nach 
dem Zweiten Weltkrieg,” In-
formationen zur Modernen 
Stadtgeschichte 1 (2007): 48-
62, 62.

51  See, e.g., the essays in 
Matthias Boeckl, ed., Visionä re 
& Vertriebene: Ö sterreichische 
Spuren in der modernen 
Amerikanischen Architektur 
(Berlin, 1995); and Bernd 
Nicolai, ed., Architektur und 
Exil: Kulturtransfer und Archi-
tektonische Emigration 1930 
bis 1950 ( Trier, 2003).
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Perspectives on European Consumption

In areas as varied as marketing and market research, advertising 
psychology, product design, commercial architecture, and the study of 
consumption patterns, European immigrants played pioneering roles 
during the middle of the twentieth century. Their work helped trans-
late European aesthetics, research approaches, and even marketing 
innovations into an American context. Contrary to the widespread 
emphasis on Americanization in the history of consumption, the 
roots of mid-twentieth century consumer modernity were genuinely 
transatlantic.

Jan Logemann’s Habilitation project looks at the contributions of 
European innovators in these areas in order to highlight the reciproc-
ity of transfers in the emergence of mass-consumer modernity. The 
historiography of mass consumption has traditionally emphasized 
the American infl uences on Europe since the interwar period. The 
decades aft er the end of World War II appear to have been an era of 
Americanization of European consumption during which the United 
States’ “irresistible empire” of goods changed European societies 
and economies.52 Retailing, product design, as well as marketing and 
management in Europe seem to have been revolutionized and mod-
ernized by American innovations. This narrative not only downplays 
the continuity of indigenous developments but also overlooks the 
fact that many key fi gures in the development of American consumer 
culture since the 1930s were European immigrants and émigrés. They 
successfully integrated their European experiences into the culture 
of consumption in the United States, which was undergoing tremen-
dous transformations in the aft ermath of the Great Depression.

The focus of Jan Logemann’s study will be a diverse group of con-
sumption specialists who crossed the Atlantic aft er World War I 
and contributed to the transformation and expansion of American 
consumer culture. The group includes leading representatives of 
American consumption research such as George Katona and Paul 
Lazarsfeld. The work of émigré marketing psychologists such 
as Ernest Dichter was central to approaching consumer behavior 
in fi elds like advertising. Graphic and industrial designers such as 
Lucian Bernhard, Herbert Bayer, and, most prominently, Raymond 
Loewy contributed to new trends in advertising and industrial design 
during the 1930s and 1940s, when the role of design in consumer 
engineering gained importance. Postwar American criticism of con-
sumption also received important theoretical impulses from émigrés 

52  See especially Victoria de 
Grazia, Irresistible Empire: 
America’s Advance through 
Twentieth-Century Europe 
(Cambridge, 2005).
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such as Theodor Adorno or Erich Fromm, whose impact on the works 
of David Riesman provides one example among many. 

For most of these migrants, European consumption provided a com-
parative foil against which American consumption practices could 
be critically analyzed. It also provided a number of artistic, entrepre-
neurial, and social science impulses for innovation which came to full 
fruition on the American side of the Atlantic. A number of the ideas 
and innovations exported to Europe aft er 1945 as American consum-
erism can thus also be interpreted as re-imports in which European 
migrants to the United States played a central role as conduits and 
cultural translators.

Planned Seminar, Workshop, and Website

The individual projects pursue specifi c aspects of the broader project 
questions and are ultimately grounded within the research agendas 
of their respective subdisciplines. At the same time, “Transatlantic 
Perspectives” seeks to transcend conventional disciplinary divides by 
creating a multidisciplinary dialogue through conferences and a web 
platform that integrate the overarching research agenda. 

In August 2011, we will hold a summer seminar titled “Europe – 
Migration – Identity” in cooperation with the Immigration History 
Research Center at the University of Minnesota. This seminar will 
bring together graduate students and scholars from both sides of the 
Atlantic to promote an exchange between researchers engaged in the 
fi eld of migration and emigration research and those interested in 
processes of Europeanization in the modern era. A central question 
will be what Europe meant to migrants abroad on several levels – 
ranging from the personal and the professional to the political. 

A projected 2012 workshop at the German Historical Institute in Wash-
ington DC will then look at the questions raised by Daniel Rodgers’s 
seminal Atlantic Crossings53 in the context of social developments 
during the second half of the twentieth century. To what degree, this 
workshop will ask, can we still trace reciprocal “Atlantic Crossings” 
in policy-making, economic thinking, social development, cultural 
production, and other fi elds during the postwar decades? In what 
ways did Europeans and European social or cultural models continue 
to shape transatlantic debates despite the seemingly overwhelming 
role played by the United States? In many areas, European models 
failed to gain traction and cases of outright imports were few and far 

53  Rodgers, Atlantic 
Crossings. See note 37.
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between, especially if compared to earlier historical eras. Still, the 
exchanges that did exist, for example, in urban planning or popular 
culture, should be considered vital elements of the entangled his-
tory of the postwar Atlantic world, complementing our increasingly 
refi ned understanding of European refl ections about and adaptations 
of American models at the same time. 

The website www.transatlanticperspectives.org is managed by Ashley 
Narayan and will provide the capstone for the overall research proj-
ect. The platform contains resources for researchers, educators, and 
students, as well as the general public. The website’s primary content 
consists of biographical and thematic essays, but it also holds source 
documents including photographs, images, and maps. Practical re-
sources include guides to archives, bibliographies, and teaching tools. 
More than a simple repository of documents and information, the 
web site is ultimately intended to dynamically connect “Transatlantic 
Perspectives” to the wider academic community and to promote fur-
ther research at the intersection of Europeanization and transatlantic 
migration. Therefore, we actively solicit the contribution of content 
from scholars in various disciplines working in this fi eld.

The authors are members of the GHI research project “Transatlantic Perspectives: 
Europe in the Eyes of European Immigrants to the United States, 1930-1980,” 
directed by Jan Logemann. He received his Ph.D. from Penn State University 
in 2007 and is currently a Research Fellow at the GHI working in the history of 
modern mass consumption. Andreas Joch is a Ph.D. candidate at the Univer-
sity of Giessen working in urban history, Corinna Ludwig is a Ph.D. candidate 
at the University of Göttingen working in business history, and Barbara Reiterer 
is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Minnesota working in the history of sci-
ence. All three are currently Doctoral Fellows in Residence at the GHI. Ashley 
Narayan is a M.A. candidate in International Aff airs at George Washington Uni-
versity and serves as research assistant and website coordinator for the “Trans-
atlantic Perspectives” project. 
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