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NEWS

THE DEBATE ON THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE

BERLINER STADTSCHLOSS

On April 2, 2001, the GHI held a workshop on the debate surrounding the pro-
posed reconstruction of the former Royal City Palace, the Berliner Stadtschloss.

Christof Mauch of the GHI provided the introduction and presented
the speakers. Wilhelm von Boddien, chairman of the Society to Promote the
Berliner Stadtschloss, then began the discussion by making a strong case for
reconstruction. Dr. Hans-Ulrich Seidt, Head of the Cultural Section of the
German Embassy, chaired the panel and responded.

The controversy surrounding the Stadtschloss began some fifty years ago,
when the government of East Germany had the war-damaged castle torn down.
The debate was revived in 1993, when Wilhelm von Boddien erected an artificial
façade to create the impression of a “reconstructed castle.”  Ever since, a war of
words on reconstruction has captured the public imagination in Germany.

The event was attended by students, GHI fellows, and the interested
public, all of whom engaged in a lively, at times even heated, debate sur-
rounding the central issue of the role of historical memory and monuments
in contemporary society.

THE LIFE OF HENRY VILLARD (1835–1900)

The life of Henry Villard (1835–1900)—German immigrant to the United
States, American journalist, and entrepreneur—was the topic of a lecture by
Alexandra Villard de Borchgrave at the Carl Schurz Auditorium of the Ger-
man Embassy in Washington.  The event was organized by the Cultural De-
partment of the German Embassy, the Goethe Institute/Inter Nationes, and
the GHI.

Introduced by the German Cultural attache, Dr. Hans-Ulrich Seidt,
Villard de Borchgrave, Henry Villard’s great-granddaughter and a renowned
photographer, presented the findings from her biography of Villard, co-
authored with John Cullen (Villard: The Life and Times of an American Titan,
New York, 2000). Villard de Borchgrave gave a colorful picture of this re-
markable personality whose life reflects the vicissitudes of American his-
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tory between the Civil War and the Gilded Age. After his immigration to
the United States in 1853, Villard became a famous journalist who covered
the Lincoln–Douglas debates and launched one of the first news services in
the country.  He later embarked on the promising but risky railroad busi-
ness and became president of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company.
Villard enthusiastically shared the vision of an electrified society and paved
the way for what  became known as the General Electric Company.  The
lecture was followed by a question-and-answer period and a book signing.

LIBRARY REPORT

Among the GHI Library’s new acquisitions is the Deutsches Biographisches
Archiv 1960–1999 (DBA III) on microfiche. The DBA III has about 220,000 bio-
graphical entries for more than 180,000 people and therefore offers a compre-
hensive picture of the political, cultural, and social developments in Austria,
Germany, and Switzerland. The personal data for each entry are listed in chro-
nological order, thereby making it possible for the researcher to follow the
changes in the biographical profiles of each person. Together with the Deutsches
Biographisches Archiv I and II, the GHI Library now offers a complete data-
base for biographical references from the eighteenth century through 1999.

The GHI would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the persons
and institutions that have donated books to the Library. We very much
appreciate your support.

RECIPIENTS OF THE GHI’S DISSERTATION AND

HABILITATION SCHOLARSHIPS, 2002

GUDRUN HENTGES, “Staat und Politik: Die Bundeszentrale für Heimatdienst/
politische Bildung (1945–1975).” Adviser: Christoph Butterwegge, Univer-
sity of Cologne.

MATTHEW KERR, “The Medical Case and the German Medical Profession.”
Adviser: Norman J. W. Goda, Ohio University

ULRIKE KIRCHBERGER, “Die protestantische Indianermission in Nordamerika
während des 18. Jahrhunderts in ihrem transatlantischen Kontext.” Adviser:
Hermann Hiery, University of Bayreuth.

BRIAN MCCOOK, “Conflict and Concord: Ethnicity and Class in the Coal Min-
ing Communities of the Ruhr and Northeastern Pennsylvania, 1880–1924.”
Adviser: Gerald D. Feldman, University of California at Berkeley.
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DANIELA MÜNKEL, “Willy Brandt und die “Vierte Gewalt: Politik, Massen-
medien und politische Kultur in der Bundesrepublik der fünfziger und
sechziger Jahre.” Adviser: Adelheid von Saldern, University of Hannover.

ROLAND POPP, “US-amerikanisch–iranische Beziehungen vor dem Hinter-
grund der Neuordnung der Golfregion 1963–1973.” Adviser: Jost Dülffer,
University of Cologne.

JON-ERIC SCHMITZ, “Enemies Among Us: The Relocation, Internment, and
Repatriation of German, Italian, and Japanese Americans During the Sec-
ond World War.” Adviser: Allan J. Lichtman, American University.

FRANK SCHUMACHER, “How Unique was the American Empire? The United
States and Great Britain in the Age of Imperialism, 1865–1918.” Adviser:
Ursula Lehmkuhl, University of Erfurt.

RUPINDER SINGH, “Complex Ideal of Pure Form: German Architectural Theory,
1879-1910.” Adviser: M. Christine Boyer, Princeton University.

SIMON WENDT, “Armed Resistance and the Problem of Nonviolence in the
African–American Civil Rights Movement.” Adviser: Manfred Berg, Free
University of Berlin.

NEW PUBLICATIONS

The GHI is delighted to announce the publication of Die USA und Deutsch-
land im Zeitalter des Kalten Krieges 1945–1990: Ein Handbuch, edited by Detlef
Junker, the former director of the GHI, Philipp Gassert, a GHI research fel-
low until 1999, Wilfried Mausbach, a GHI research fellow until 2000, and
David B. Morris, editor at the GHI until 2000.

One hundred thirty-two authors contributed 146 articles to the hand-
book, which is organized in five sections:  politics, security, economics, cul-
ture, and society. Offering wide-ranging insight into the German–Ameri-
can postwar experience, this two-volume handbook is an excellent source
for scholars and lay readers alike who are interested in twentieth-century
German–American relations.

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM AT THE GHI

During 2001 a number of very bright and lively interns supported the work
of the Institute. We aimed at making their stay in Washington as interesting
and worthwhile as possible and were rewarded with outstanding contri-
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STAFF CHANGES

CHRISTOPH BOTTIN, Technical Assistant, joined the staff of the GHI in August
2001 after interning there at the beginning of the year. He studied political
science, history, and philosophy at the University of Rostock.

ANDREAS W. DAUM, Research Fellow and most recently deputy to the acting
director (May through September 2001), left the Institute in September 2001
to accept the John F. Kennedy Memorial Fellowship at Harvard University.
He will continue his research on “America’s Berlin, 1945–1963” and on top-
ics of German cultural and intellectual history.

MONIKA HEIN, Librarian, left the GHI in June 2001 to return to her position
as reference librarian at the Bundestagsbibliothek in Berlin.

KATHARINA KLOOCK, Librarian, was born in Regensburg, Germany. She com-
pleted a degree in library science at the University of Bonn in 1995. She
previously worked at the Institute of Anglo-American History at the Uni-
versity of Cologne.

DANIEL S. MATTERN, Senior Editor, left the Institute in August after nine years to
assume the position as Assistant Director of the Nanovic Institute for Euro-
pean Studies at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana. As En-
glish-language editor since 1992, and as senior editor since 1998, Dr. Mattern

butions to our projects. Interns helped in the research on the history of the
Institute’s historic building, the Woodbury Blair mansion, worked on a major
project in the National Archives’ Berlin Document Center collection, par-
ticipated in the preparation and conduct of our conferences and lectures,
supported our editorial work, and proved helpful to our endeavors in many
other ways. It was a pleasure having them here and we’re glad to report
that all of them enjoyed their stay immensely. We would like to thank:

SUSANNE HERZOG (Free University of Berlin, Febuary to April), CHRISTOPH

BOTTIN (University of Rostock, March to April), summer interns MICHELLE

BAKER (St. Olaf College, currently spending her junior year in Russia),
CORINNA UNGER (SUNY Albany, now back at Humboldt University, Berlin),
and NICOLA HAGEN (University of Virginia, now back at the University of
Dortmund).

For more information on our internship program, please contact Dr.
Raimund Lammersdorf, e-mail: R.Lammersdorf@ghi-dc.org.

mailto:r.lammersdorf@ghi-dc.org
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oversaw the production of books in the Institute’s series with Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, as well as in-house publications such as the Bulletin, reference
guides, and occasional papers. Over the years he also edited scholarly papers,
articles, and book reviews for directors, deputy directors, and research fellows,
organized the GHI’s Summer Program, and supported the staff in editorial,
scholarly, and technical matters. While at the GHI, Dr. Mattern also taught at
Georgetown University and the University of Virginia, wrote book reviews,
translated and edited educational materials, gave talks at conferences, as well
as published, with Philipp Gassert, The Hitler Library: A Bibliography (Westport,
Conn., 2001). At the University of Notre Dame, Dr. Mattern will be responsible
for helping to direct the expanding activities of the Nanovic Institute. He also
will teach German and European history part-time in the History Department.

DAVID LAZAR, Editor, joined the GHI in September 2001. He previously was
the senior editor of English-language publications at the German Informa-
tion Center in New York.

AFAF MORGAN, Technical Assistant, left the GHI in July 2001 to be with her
children.

ANNETTE PUCKHABER, Visiting Research Fellow, was recently awarded her
doctorate from the University of Trier and is currently working on a re-
search project titled “The Efficiency of the Reorientation: German Student
Exchange to the United States Between 1946 and 1952.”

BERND SCHÄFER, Research Fellow, joined the Institute in June 2001. He studied
history, Catholic theology, and political science at the Universities of Vienna
and Tübingen (M.A., 1988). He received an M.P.A. from the John F. Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard University (1991) and a Ph.D. from the
University of Halle (1997). His book Staat und katholische Kirche in der DDR
was published in 1998 and received the Förderpreis of the Gesellschaft für
Deutschlandforschung. From 1993 to 1997 he worked in Berlin with the East
German Catholic Commission on screening GDR files. Between 1998 and
2001 he was a fellow at the Hannah Arendt Institute for Research on Totali-
tarianism at the Technical University of Dresden. Schäfer is currently work-
ing on a study of “American ‘Triangular Diplomacy’ and Totalitarian States,
1969–1976.” His research interests include international Cold War history and
West and East German history from 1945 to 1990 and beyond.

JÖRG SCHRÖDER, Deputy Administrative Director, was born in Monschau,
Nordrhein-Westfalen. Before joining the Institute in February 2001, he worked
at the Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women, and Youth in Bonn.
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CHRISTOPH STRUPP, Research Fellow since April 2001, was born in 1966. After
studying history, politics, and Dutch philology at the universities of Co-
logne and Leyden (Netherlands), he earned a Ph.D. in history from the Uni-
versity of Cologne in 1996. His dissertation on Johan Huizinga’s concept of
cultural history has been published as Johan Huizinga: Geschichtswissenschaft
als Kulturgeschichte (Göttingen, 2000) and received  the Offermann–Hergarten
Award from the University of Cologne. He has published articles in such
periodicals as Geschichte und Gesellschaft, Rheinische Vierteljahrsblätter,
Historische Zeitschrift, the Jahrbuch für Niederlande-Studien, and elsewhere.
Before joining the GHI, Strupp taught at the universities of Heidelberg (1997–
9) and Cologne (2000–01). His current research project, “Scientists, Scholars,
and the State: Germany and the United States in World War I,” looks at the
impact of university-trained experts on the war administration of both coun-
tries. His research interests include historiography, German and Dutch cul-
tural and political history of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and the
history of philanthropy in Germany and the United States.




