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Preface 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear friends and colleagues: 

Since the spring 1995 issue of the Bulletin, I have had the pleasure of informing you 

twice a year of developments and special events here at the GHI. In this issue, I would 

like to take the opportunity to say farewell to you as the Institute‘s director. My tenure 

ends on September 30, after which I will return to the University of Heidelberg to assume 

the Curt Engelhorn Chair, the first privately endowed German professorship in American 

history. 

I do not, on this occasion, want to recount the GHI‘s wide-ranging activities over the 

last five years. We‘ve kept you abreast of these both in the Bulletin and in our ten-year 

report. However, it is fair to say that the Institute—building on the groundwork laid by 

the Institute‘s founding director, Hartmut Lehmann—has grown into an important 

member of the international scholarly community. Moreover, the establishment of the 

German-American Center for Visiting Scholars (GACVS) has given the GHI an added 

dimension. 

Rather, I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude: Whereas in the 

introduction to the ten-year report I expressed my thanks to all those individuals and 

institutions in the United States and Germany whose help and cooperation was of great 

benefit to the Institute, I would like here to direct your attention to the staff of the GHI 

itself, both past and present. For, without their expertise and effectiveness, this Institute 

would not have achieved the high profile it has over the last few years. 

It has been both a joy and an intellectual challenge to plan and execute the activities 

of the Institute with its comparatively young and accomplished resident scholars. My 

special thanks go to my deputies, Martin H. Geyer and Christof Mauch, as well as to the 

research fellows with whom I have worked over the last five years: Peter Becker, 

Manfred Berg, Andreas Daum, Eckhardt Fuchs, Philipp Gassert, Elisabeth Glaser, 

Thomas Goebel, Cordula A. Grewe, Matthias Judt, Raimund Lammersdorf, Petra 

Marquardt Bigman, Wilfried Mausbach, Dietmar Schirmer, Ulrike Skorsetz, Edmund 

Spevack, and Susan Strasser. I have also profited from the experience and wisdom of our 

senior visiting research fellows, Thomas L. Hughes and Robert G. Livingston. 
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The Institute publishes two book series, an English-language series with Cambridge 

University Press and a German-language series with Steiner Verlag, in addition to a 

variety of in-house publications. The responsibility for the editorial work resides 

primarily with the Institute‘s editors and editorial assistants, to whom I owe many thanks 

for their efforts during my directorship: Pamela B. Abraham, Manfred F. Boemeke, 

Annette M. Marciel, Daniel S. Mattern, Lusi K. McKinley, Janine S. Micunek, and David 

B. Morris. 

The growing collections of the Institute‘s Library have been in the capable hands of 

Iris Golumbeck, Monika Hein, Elisabeth Mait, and Luzie Nahr. I thank them for their 

hard work and dedication. 

The financial and administrative care of the Institute, its staff, its programs, and its 

building requires the commitment of many of its members. Under the supervision of 

Dieter H. Schneider, of whom can still be justifiably said that he is more exact than the 

Prussian general accounting office, the Institute‘s administration effectively mastered all 

these tasks and more. I especially thank the secretarial staff, who consistently turned 

problems into solutions: Bärbel Bernhardt, Christa Brown, and Bärbel Thomas. My 

thanks also go to Winfried Haubold, whose responsibility it is that the Institute‘s bills are 

paid on time. Our friendly contact with the public has been maintained by our reception-

ists, Barbara Amarasingham, Angela Laine, and Susanne White. Afaf Yousif has been 

much more than a technical assistant; she has been of great help in many areas, jumping 

in whenever an extra hand was needed. 

I will miss the fruitful collaboration I have had with the staff of the GHI, and it will 

likely take me a long time to digest the overwhelming number of professional and 

personal impressions and experiences I have gathered. My wife and I have had a 

challenging yet thoroughly stimulating time in Washington, D.C., as well as in the many 

regions of the United States that we were able to visit. However, we are also looking 

forward to our return to Heidelberg, and to Germany‘s oldest university. I believe one of 

my daughters said it best when she wisely wrote in our guestbook back in 1994: ―Don't 

be sorry that it is over, be glad that it has been.‖ 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Detlef Junker 


