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Ernest R. May concluded the stimulating discussion by following up on one of the 

subjects explored and recommending that scholars pay more attention to the role of the 

press in this bilateral relationship, especially to the role of American correspondents 

based in Germany. Overall, the format of the workshop—having several former U.S. 

officials share their reminiscences among themselves and with the audience—proved to 

be enjoyable and rewarding. 

 Wilfried Mausbach 

Gender Politics and Word Experiences in East and West Germany 

Workshop at Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, May 29,1999. Conveners: Donna 

Harsch (Carnegie Mellon University) and Christine von Oertzen (GHI). Sponsors: 

German-American Academic Council, GHI, and the National Endowment for the 

Humanities. 

The opening of East German archives in 1989–90 attracted scores of German and 

American scholars. In the fields of gender politics and gender relations, this development 

has also enlivened the study of West Germany, and it has intensified transatlantic 

academic debates. After almost a decade of intense and comprehensive research on both 

societies, the challenge of the transatlantic debate now is to discuss results in a 

comparative perspective. As part of the Collaborative Research Program ―Continuity, 

Change and Globalization in Postwar Germany and America‖ (see Bulletin No. 24, spring 

1999, pp. 33-4), the workshop involving graduate students at Carnegie Mellon University 

served this goal. 

In her presentation Donna Harsch focused on East German central planning and 

gender relations on factory shop floors during the 1950s. She showed how—despite 

political efforts to draw women into the expanding labor force and to realize women‘s 

socialist emancipation—the forces of change largely failed to eradicate gender hierar-

chies and discrimination on the factory floor. Industrial production, the central element of 

communist state policy, remained a predomi- 
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nantly male domain, even though East Germany‘s economy moved beyond basic 

industrialization toward a communist version of a limited consumer-service economy. 

Harsch‘s analysis illustrated how little political statements of the 1950s actually tell us 

about diverging social and cultural developments in East and West Germany. Mirroring 

these results, Christine von Oertzen presented the changing attitudes toward married 

women in West German industry. Despite claims that married women should stay at 

home and care for their families, the West German female work force grew steadily 

during the 1950s. The percentage of married women in the work force increased from 

19.5 percent in 1950 to 35 percent in 1961. In that year a total of 1.2 million more women 

were employed than a decade before, many of them in part-time factory work. Improving 

economic conditions provoked a strong demand for labor, and, referring to Western 

female role models, more and more people accepted that married women had a right to 

work for wages. 

Each presentation provoked a lively discussion among the students and was further 

animated by short contributions from those who have begun to work in this field. 

 

 Christine von Oertzen 

The Shadows of Total War: Europe, East Asia, and the United 

States 1919–1939 

Conference at Schloß Münchenwiler, Switzerland, August 25–28, 1999. Co-sponsored by 

the German Historical Institutes in London, Paris, and Washington, D.C., the Hamburg 

Institute for Social Research, the Swiss National Science Foundation, and the Max and 

Elsa Beer-Brawand Foundation. Conveners: Roger Chickering (Georgetown University) 

and Stig Förster (University of Bern). Participants: Timo Baumann (University of Bern), 

Richard Bessel (University of York), Giulia Brogini (University of Bern), Deborah A. 

Cohen (American University), Dittmar Dahlmann (University of Bonn), Wilhelm Deist 

(Freiburg im Breisgau), James M. Diehl (Indiana University), Jürgen Förster (Center for 

the Study of Military History, Potsdam), Norbert Frei (University of Bochum), Bernd 

Greiner 

  


