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Preface 
 
Dear friends and colleagues: 

 

Historical anniversaries present professional historians with an ambivalent challenge. On 

the one hand, their newsworthiness generates considerable interest in the media and 

general public; on the other, they tend to distract from important issues of historical con-

tinuity while removing events from their wider contexts. Moreover, once the festivities 

are over, once the journalists have moved on, and once the larger audience has begun to 

focus on the next noteworthy date, specialists are faced with ―issue fatigue‖ and a sharp 

decline in concern for their particular topic. Although the GHI is aware of the potential 

follies inherent in this culture of commemoration, we nevertheless welcome the year 

1999 as an opportunity to highlight research relevant to the anniversaries of three highly 

significant events: The creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in 1949, the 

fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the two German states, and the fall of the Berlin 

Wall only ten years ago. 

Accordingly, the Institute decided to devote a considerable portion of its scholarly 

activities to the post-World War II era and the associated anniversaries. In October 1998 

we revisited early postwar German (and European) history with an international confer-

ence on ―Violence and Normality: Approaches to a Cultural and Social History of 

Europe During the 1940s and 1950s,‖ organized by Richard Bessel (York University), 

Martin H. Geyer (University of Munich), and Dirk Schumann (University of Bielefeld). 

At the Annual Meeting of the German Studies Association, also in October, the GHI 

organized two panels, one on Ostpolitik and one on German prisoners of war in the 

American Zone of Occupation. In November Anselm Doering-Manteuffel (University of 

Tübingen) delivered the 1998 Annual Lecture on ―The Turn Toward the Atlantic: The 

Federal Republic‘s Ideological Reorientation, 1945–1970.‖ The Seventh Annual 

Symposium of the Friends of the GHI offered 
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an opportunity for Philipp Gassert and Raimund Lammersdorf (both GHI) to present their 

projects on West German political culture and for Timothy R. Vogt (University of 

California at Davis), one of the recipients of the Friends‘ dissertation prize, to discuss his 

study of denazification in the Soviet Zone of Occupation. In December David E. Barclay 

(Kalamazoo College) presented his work-in-progress on former West Berlin Mayor Ernst 

Reuter within the context of the 1990 Fall Lecture Series on ―History and Biography.‖ 

Nineteen ninety-nine continued this exploration of the postwar past. The Spring 

Lecture Series is devoted to the histories of the two Germanies since 1949. In March a 

GHI conference convened by Volker Berghahn (Columbia University), Anselm Doering-

Manteuffel, and Christof Mauch (GHI) examined the issue of ―The American Impact on 

Western Europe: Americanization and Westernization in Transatlantic Perspective.‖ We 

will continue this program on postwar history in June with a workshop on U.S. foreign 

policy toward Germany during the 1960s, which will bring together former American 

decision makers and members of the Institute who are researching the transformation of 

the German-American relationship during the Erhard and Kiesinger years. Furthermore, 

on October 28–29, the Institute, in cooperation with the AICGS and the German 

embassy, will hold a symposium titled ―Germany, Europe, and the United States, 1989–

1999.‖ Our program celebrating fifty years of postwar German history will close with this 

year‘s Annual Lecture. On November 18, Mary Fulbrook (University College London) 

will lecture on recent controversies over historical interpretations of the German 

dictatorships in the twentieth century. 

We hope that you find our program attractive and stimulating in this year of many 

anniversaries. We look forward to seeing you in the near future at one of the Institute‘s 

functions. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Detlef Junker


