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the credit card mentality of today‘s Germans and the fears of risk taking that were 

common among members of Erhart‘s generation, who still remembered postwar 

inflation. In particular, however, Greiner suggested that research be continued by 

looking at the German past—the traditions of German militarism, the debate on the 

Auschwitz trial, and the phenomenon of civil disobedience. He argued that the deeper 

we get into German history, the more useful we would find Americanization and 

Westernization, not as heuristic devices but as analytical tools. 

By way of summary, Kroes dared to suggest that the 1960s would probably have 

happened without America anyway, Doering-Manteuffel stressed the complementary 

characters of Westernization and Americanization, and Berghahn suggested that more 

comparative study be done in the future. 
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“Continuity, Change, and Globalization in Postwar Germany and America.” 

Presenters: Christine von Oertzen (GHI/AICGS) and Hanna Schissler (GHI/AICGS) at the 
German-American Center for Visiting Scholars (GACVS), April 8, 1999. Conveners: Christof 
Mauch (GHI) and Carl Lankowski (AICGS). Co-sponsored by the Fritz Thyssen Foundation. 

On the occasion of the arrival of the first fellows in our Collaborative Research Program, 

co-organized by the GHI and the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies 

(AICGS) and supported by the German-American Academic Council (GAAC) and the 

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), a luncheon workshop was held at the 

GACVS. This provided the new fellows with the opportunity to introduce their research 

projects and discuss them with representatives and scholars from a number of 

institutions in the Greater Washington area. 
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Historian Hanna Schissler comes to the AICGS from the Georg Eckert Institute for 

Schoolbook Research in Braunschweig. She is working on a project titled ―World 

History, Multiethnicity, and National Identity in Schoolbooks and Curricula of Germany 

and the United States.‖ In the coming months she will be developing common themes 

with Yasemin Soysal of Harvard University and the University of Sussex. 

Christine von Oertzen is a historian at the Technical University of Berlin and is 

currently working on a comparative German-American project on ―Gender Politics and 

Professionalization.‖ Her counterpart is Donna Harsch, a professor of history at Carnegie 

Mellon University in Pittsburgh. The fellows are currently planning workshops, and all 

have been invited to present their collaborative projects at the upcoming Annual Meeting 

of the German Studies Association in Atlanta. 

Among the specialists who were invited to the luncheon discussions were 

representatives from numerous governmental and nongovernmental American and 

international organizations: Gisele Dessieux (World Bank); David Dorn (American 

Federation of Teachers); Sasha Drobnick (American Association of University Women 

Educational Foundation); Diane Falkner (Bureau of Labor Statistics); Jens Hanefeld 

(German Embassy); Heide Hartmann (Institute for Women‘s Policy Research); Mary 

Beth Hastings (League of Women Voters); Kenneth Heger (U.S. National Archives); 

Robert Tuch (GAAC); James Herbert, Kathleen Mitchell, and Joseph Neville (all NEH); 

Detlef Junker and Christof Mauch (both GHI); Jackson Janes, Carl Lankowski, and Jodi 

Smith (all AICGS); and Suzanne Brown-Flemming, Susanne Cassel, Helmut Geist, Tho-

mas Greven, Heike Grimm, and Michael Hertkorn (all GACVS). 

After introductory remarks by Carl Lankowski, Christof Mauch, Kathleen Mitchell, 

and Robert Tuch, the two scholars provided a brief introduction to their research projects, 

which led to an informal discussion. More information about the projects by Schissler 

and von Oertzen can be found on pages 38 and 39 of this issue. 
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