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gious practice and doctrine to the needs of the masses, the churches also increasingly 

relied on the ruling political powers during the course of the century. They considered 

them to be their natural allies in the struggle against revolutionary movements, which 

they regarded as hostile to religious institutions. Not able to cope with the social question 

and the impoverishment of the masses on a broader, institutionalized level, the churches 

used their considerable power in effect to domesticate and silence the lower classes. The 

consolation they had promised turned sour, however, because they failed to help the poor. 

Instead of ardently searching for economic solutions, the churches began to employ 

images of saints as role models for the proletariat. By comparing the situation of the 

lower classes with Christian martyrdom, they suggested eternal reward for mundane 

suffering. An analysis of the employment of religious imagery for conservative politics 

concludes my study. 
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Gender Politics in Postwar Germany and America 

I am currently working on two projects within the larger field of gender politics in 

postwar Germany and America. The first project is to write a history of the German 

Association of University Women (GAUW) in the postwar period. The GAUW was 

founded in 1926 and followed the American and British examples of reorganizing women 

academics of all faculties and professions in order to strengthen their call for better 

conditions inside and outside the universities. The project aims to trace networks on the 

international scene and ask whether and how the organizations especially promoted 

scientific exchange among Europe, the United States, and the rest of the world. The 

period of the closest German-American relations begins, of course, in the postwar period 

after the re-founding of the GAUW in 1949. (The Nazis had closed down the organi-

zation in 1935, and many of its members were forced to resign from academic positions 

and emigrate in order to escape persecution and 
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death.) One of the overarching questions is how the German organization and its 

American counterpart operated within the different areas as lobbyists in the politics of 

education as well as within the women‘s movements in their own countries. 

My second project concerns German and American attitudes toward gender and 

social politics. Having been part of a comparative project at the Free University of Berlin 

on the history of part-time work in East and West Germany, I now wish to include devel-

opments in the United States. In collaboration with Donna Harsh (Carnegie Mellon 

University) I address how the societies in East and West Germany as well as in the 

United States thought about housework and married women‘s work, and how they dealt 

with a growing female work force. This comparison aims to enlarge our understanding of 

how different societies reproduced hierarchies of gender, ethnicity, and race in the 

quickly changing social and economic conditions of the second half of the twentieth 

century. 
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World History, Multiethnic Society, and National Identity in Textbooks and Curricula 

in Germany and the United States 

This project, developed in close collaboration with Yasemin Soysal (Harvard University 

and the University of Sussex), aims to explore the transnationalization of collective 

identities in Europe. Our goal is to think about history and the teaching of history and the 

social sciences beyond the straight jacket of national borders. We address issues not only 

of recent historical inquiry but also of the possibilities (and limitations) of conveying the 

findings of recent scholarship to young people, thereby also examining national 

educational discourses. 

Currently, the project focuses on comparing the ways in which world history is taught 

in the United States and Germany. At a later point, I intend to include other case studies, 

such as an eastern Eu- 


