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death.) One of the overarching questions is how the German organization and its 

American counterpart operated within the different areas as lobbyists in the politics of 

education as well as within the women‘s movements in their own countries. 

My second project concerns German and American attitudes toward gender and 

social politics. Having been part of a comparative project at the Free University of Berlin 

on the history of part-time work in East and West Germany, I now wish to include devel-

opments in the United States. In collaboration with Donna Harsh (Carnegie Mellon 

University) I address how the societies in East and West Germany as well as in the 

United States thought about housework and married women‘s work, and how they dealt 

with a growing female work force. This comparison aims to enlarge our understanding of 

how different societies reproduced hierarchies of gender, ethnicity, and race in the 

quickly changing social and economic conditions of the second half of the twentieth 

century. 

 

Christine von Oertzen 

 

 

World History, Multiethnic Society, and National Identity in Textbooks and Curricula 

in Germany and the United States 

This project, developed in close collaboration with Yasemin Soysal (Harvard University 

and the University of Sussex), aims to explore the transnationalization of collective 

identities in Europe. Our goal is to think about history and the teaching of history and the 

social sciences beyond the straight jacket of national borders. We address issues not only 

of recent historical inquiry but also of the possibilities (and limitations) of conveying the 

findings of recent scholarship to young people, thereby also examining national 

educational discourses. 

Currently, the project focuses on comparing the ways in which world history is taught 

in the United States and Germany. At a later point, I intend to include other case studies, 

such as an eastern Eu- 
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ropean country, a western European country, and possibly a Latin American country. 

How schools (school boards, teachers, national organizations) confront the need to 

explain today‘s rapidly changing world to children and youths is essentially negotiated 

within national frameworks. I contexualize the national debates about teaching world 

history and, in particular, analyze the curricula and textbooks for world history in high 

schools and colleges. I also address some of the historiographic problems in the debates 

over teaching world history and analyze the frameworks in which these debates take 

place. The back and forth of small- and large-scale historical explanations is investigated, 

along with the shift from the deconstruction of historiographical approaches to a search 

for new large-scale orientations. 

 

Hanna Schissler 


