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Preface 
 

Dear friends and colleagues: 

 

Nineteen ninety-eight has been a year of important innovation at the German Historical 

Institute. I already reported to you about some of these changes in the spring issue of the 

Bulletin. In this issue, I would like to introduce a new collaborative research program for 

postdoctoral scholars on the topic ―Cold War and Globalization: Continuity and Change 

in Germany and the United States,‖ established jointly by the GHI and the American 

Institute of Contemporary German Studies (AICGS). The program is supported by the 

German-American Academic Council (GAAC) and the National Endowment for the 

Humanities (NEH). The purpose of this program is to foster communication and 

collaboration between scholars from Germany and the United States. Detailed 

information on this program can be found on page 50. 

This year also was one of remembrance and taking stock of the Institute‘s activities 

and accomplishments since its founding in 1987. By now you should have received a 

copy of The German Historical Institute, 1987-1997: A Ten-Year Report. This report, 

issue no. 10 in our Reference Guide series, documents the Institute‘s major areas of 

research as well as the multifaceted, GHI-sponsored endeavors undertaken by European 

and North American historians. We would be grateful if you would take a moment to 

send us any comments you might have on our past accomplishments or suggestions you 

might have for our future work. 

As some of you might know, we are obligated to provide regular reports of our 

activities to our Academic Advisory Council (Beirat), our Board of Trustees 

(Stiftungsrat), and to the Federal Ministry for Education, Science, Research, and Tech- 
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nology in Bonn. This year the Institute, like all the other German Historical Institutes 

worldwide, will be further evaluated by another institution, the Council on Science 

(Wissenschaftsrat). Established in 1957 by an agreement between the German federal 

government and the individual federal states, the purpose of the Council, among other 

things, is to evaluate scientific or scholarly institutions, including universities, that 

receive federal funds. Evaluations by the Council can have a significant structural and 

budgetary impact on the institutions being assessed. 

A working group consisting of members of the Council and headed by its current 

chairman, Prof. Winfried Schulze from the University of Munich, will visit the Institute 

on December 15, 1998, to conduct its evaluation. The group will meet with the 

directorship of the Institute and the research fellows to discuss the GHI‘s major programs 

and scholarly achievements. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Detlef Junker 


