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Institute News 

 
Collaborative Research Program for Postdoctoral Scholars 
 

The GHI now offers a new research program for postdoctoral scholars on the topic of 

continuity, change, and globalization in postwar Germany and America. This program is 

co-organized by the AICGS, and it is supported by the GAAC and the NEH. The 

program is designed to further communication and collaboration between American and 

German scholars working on postwar topics. The fruits of this partnership will be 

discussed at workshops and symposia to be held at the GHI and the AICGS. 

American participants will be selected through the established NEH review process. 

The German counterparts will selected by a joint committee of representatives from the 

GHI and the AICGS. The GHI is currently sponsoring a competition to select German 

scholars to join the research program for a period of six to twelve months. Specific 

research topics will be based on the research topics being pursued by the NEH grantees. 

Details on the competition can be found on the GHI‘s Web site (www.ghi-dc.org). 

Successful candidates will receive an overall award of DM 48,000, which serves 

both as salary replacement and travel allowance. They will be given the title of Visiting 

Research Scholar at the GHI or the AICGS. Office space and research facilities will be 

provided as needed. 

     The following scholars have been selected for 1999: Dr. Christine von Oertzen (Free 

University of Berlin), ―Gender Politics in Postwar Germany and America‖;and Dr.Hanna 

Schissler (Georg Eckert Institute, Braunschweig), ―World History, Multi-Ethnicity, and 

National Identity in Schoolbooks and Curricula of the Federal Republic and the United 

States.‖ 

http://www.ghi-dc.org/
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They will be working with Prof. Donna Harsch (Carnegie Mellon University),  

―The Revenge of the Domestic: Women and State Policy in the German Democratic 

Republic, 1945–1970‖; and Prof. Yasemin Soysal (Harvard University), ―Education, 

National Identity, and Citizenship in Postwar Europe: A Cross-National Study of 

Curricula and Texts.‖ 

 

Christof  Mauch 

 
 

Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar in German History, 1998 “Germany in the Early 
Modern Era”. 
 
Max Planck Institute for History, Göttingen, April 22–25, 1998. 
 

The Fourth Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar in German History was again co-sponsored 

by the GHI, the GAAC, the Center for German and European Studies at Georgetown 

University, and the Conference Group for Central European History. 

Selected from a large pool of applicants, sixteen doctoral candidates—eight from 

the United States and eight from Germany— were invited to present their dissertation 

projects. Four historians from the United States and Europe served as mentors during the 

seminar: Prof. Thomas A. Brady Jr. (University of California at Berkeley), Prof. Mary 

Lindemann (Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh), Prof. Luise Schorn-Schütte 

(University of Potsdam), and Prof. Peter Becker (European University Institute, 

Florence). These historians moderated the sessions together with Prof. Hartmut Lehmann 

(Max Planck Institute for History, Göttingen), Prof. Roger Chickering (Georgetown 

University), and Dr. Andreas Daum (GHI). 

As in the past, the doctoral students were the protagonists of the seminar. They 

represented diverse personal backgrounds, institutional affiliations, and research fields, 

all of which brought about vigorous discussion. The students‘ topics ranged from social, 

political, religious, and medical history to the history of  
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law, academic disciplines, and everyday life. Simultaneously, dialogs between Americans 

and Germans crossed scholarly boundaries. In contrast to the previous seminars, the 

Göttingen meeting showed no clear dividing lines between Americans and Germans with 

respect to methodological approaches or topics chosen. The differences lay more in 

different modes of academic presentation. 

The program was enhanced by an excursion to the nearby city of Duderstadt. The 

city‘s archivists introduced the participants to the pioneering project of digitizing archival 

holdings, which allows access to these holdings via the Internet. The group also visited 

the old city hall of Duderstadt, where the city‘s chief financial officer hosted a reception. 

Responding to the questionnaires that were distributed at the end of the seminar, all 

students praised the friendly atmosphere of the seminar, and they emphasized the benefits 

both for their own research and for establishing further academic contacts. 

The Institute is pleased to announce that the Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar program 

will be continued. The Fifth Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar will take place in 

Washington, D.C., in April 1999 and will deal with ―Germany in the Age of Revolution, 

1789–1850.” Please see the announcement on page 69. 

The participants of the Göttingen conference and their projects were as follows: 

 

Andreas Bähr (University of Halle-Wittenberg), „Selbsttötung und Selbstverständnis: 

 Protestantismus und Aufklärung in Deutschland im 18. Jahrhundert.― 

 

Michael Carhart (Rutgers University), ―Autochthonous Cultures and the Question of 

 Influence: The Scholarship of Pre-History in the 1770s and 1780s.” 

 

Eileen Crosby (Cornell University), ―Claiming Honor: Litigants, Honor, and the Legal 

 Process in Seventeenth-Century Saxony.‖ 

 

Magdalena Drexl (Ruhr University, Bochum), „Die 'Querelle des femmes' im Kontext 

 des Brandenburgischen Hofes um 1600.“ 
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David Freeman (Emory University), ―Refugees and Civic Identity in Sixteenth-Century 

 Wesel.‖ 

 

Dennis Frey (Syracuse University), ―Wealth Management and the Handwerker 

 Household in Göppingen, 1735–1806.‖ 

 

John Holloran (University of Virginia), ―Competing Visions of Pedagogical Reform and 

 the Founding of the University of Halle.‖ 

 

Vera Jung (University of Saarland, Saarbrücken),  „Kirchweihfest 

 und Tanz: Annäherungen an ein frühneuzeitliches Fest." 

 

Andreas Klinger (University of Jena), "`Gute Policey, heilsame Justiz und die 

 Wiederherstellung der Ehre Gottes': Die Durchsetzung von Ordnungs-

 vorstellungen im Staatsbildungsprogramm Ernsts des Frommen von 

 Sachsen-Gotha." 

 

Amy Leonard (University of California at Berkeley), ―The Ties that Bind: Nuns, Family, 

 and Regime in Reformation Strasbourg.‖ 

 

Franz Mauelshagen (University of Bonn), „Christlich-moderner Prodigienglaube in Wort 

 und Bild zu Luthers Zeiten.― 

 

Eva Ortlieb (University of Münster), "Die kaiserlichen Kommissionen des Reichshofrats 

 und die Regelung von Konflikten im Alten Reich (1637–1657)." 

 

Harriet Rudolph (University of Trier), "Disziplinierung durch Sanktionsverzicht? 

 Peinliche Strafgerichtsbarkeit im Fürstbistum Osnabrück (1716–1802)." 

 

Claudia Stein (University of Stuttgart), ―Reframing a Sixteenth Century Disease: The 

 French Pox in Germany.‖ 

 

Andre Wakefield, (University of Chicago), ―From Law to Botany: The Reformation of 

 the Cameral Sciences in Göttingen.‖ 

 

Michele Zelinsky (University of Pennsylvania), ―Confessional Conflicts in Early 

 Reformation Augsburg.‖ 

 

Andreas W. Daum 
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Alois Mertes Memorial Lecture, 1998 
 
On May 26, 1998, Prof. Sander L. Gilman of the University of Chicago presented the 

GHI‘s eighth annual Alois Mertes Memorial Lecture, titled ―How I Became a German- 

Jurek Becker‘s Life in Five Worlds.‖ 

Gilman‘s main scholarly interest was the call for a serious consideration of the 

reconstitution of Jewish culture in the new Central Europe, in particular the rebirth of 

Jewish culture in Germany. As part of this enterprise he is now engaged in writing a new 

biography of Jurek Becker, the novelist, film and television screenwriter, and public 

intellectual who died on March 14, 1997. Gilman‘s approach as a critic is self-

consciously empathetic, primarily because he was a friend of Becker‘s. It is also as a Jew 

himself that Gilman finds Becker‘s life and work of singular importance as a 

representation of the diasporic Jew. 

Gilman intends to present Becker‘s life within the context of the multiple histories in 

which he lived— the history of all the Germanies since 1937, the history of the Jews in 

Europe, Poland, the German Democratic Republic (GDR), in Berlin, and finally in the 

(re-)united Germany. It is a cultural history, literary history, and media history of a 

Jewish concentration camp survivor and author, an Eastern European Jew who held a 

major position in the culture of both Germanies but who was also a completely secular 

Polish Jew at home in the new Germany. Becker‘s life is the complex tale of how he 

became a German writer while living in five different worlds. By crossing the border 

from Poland to Germany in 1945 and from the GDR to West Berlin in 1977, and then 

from Berlin to the Federal Republic of Germany with the reunification; by exchanging 

the Polish language for German; and by elegantly moving from film to television to 

fiction to essay, Becker tells us the story of Germany, of Central European Jews, of the 

role of culture in defining identity by examining his works and his life— never 

completely but certainly with a richly detailed narrative. 
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Becker‘s first world was the Poland of his birth and early childhood, from 1937 to 

1939, a country of increasing political anti-Semitism that threatened the Jewish 

bourgeois. Multilingual, speaking Polish and Yiddish and even some German and 

Russian, these were Jews in the process of becoming Poles, as Jews in Germany had 

become German Jews. 

For Jurek the child and for the other Jews in Lodz, occupied Poland quickly became 

the Poland of the ghettos and camps, the second world of his life. The middle-class, 

Polish-speaking child of Lodz becomes the Jew in the ghetto at Litzmannstadt. What 

made the Beckers into ―Jews,‖ at least according to Jurek‘s father, was the anti-Semitism 

of both the Poles and Germans. 

Becker‘s life in the concentration camp, a world of consummate boredom and 

ultimate fear, is marked by the death (or murder) of his mother. This loss is central to his 

experience of the post-Shoah world. The missing mother resonates in all his writings. 

However, he claimed that this existence and experience left no impression. After the 

death of his mother and the liberation he lost his Polish and Yiddish ―mother tongues,‖ 

the lingua franca of the camps. As an adult Becker retained no memory of the Shoah or 

of his life prior to 1945. 

The forgotten experiences of the past, the silence of his father, and the obsessive 

discussion of the Shoah in the GDR and the FRG all provided material for his work. 

Although Becker may not have remembered his experiences or the language in which 

they were cast, his literary work captured them. 

Ironically, in 1945 Becker‘s father sought safety in Berlin, in a defeated and divided 

Germany whose shame was inscribed on its national body by its division— like the tattoo 

on his arm. After all, his father reasoned, ―it wasn't the Polish anti-Semites who lost the 

war.‖ Although Jurek Becker admitted to understanding himself as a Jew, he never felt 

himself to be a Pole. This was the result of what his father saw as the Polish betrayal of 

the Enlightenment‘s promise. Becker‘s new German identity was created as the antithesis 

to a Polish identity: For him, as for 
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his father, a secular Jewish, Polish identity represented the God that failed them. 

It is with the move to Berlin and Becker‘s acquisition of the German language that 

his memories begin. His new language becomes the world that defines him. It is German 

that became the new mother tongue and the new mother, but it also heightened his 

awareness of the loss of his past. With no past, a tabula rasa, Becker became the model 

new German citizen, a good citizen of the GDR. 

However, being Jewish in the GDR of the 1950s, particularly during the Stalinist 

anti-Semitic show trials, was not necessarily something that was seen as positive. It 

became a public and political sign of ―split loyalties‖ in a world where the demand for a 

―universal‖ Marxist identity beyond national and religious definitions permitted only one 

level of identification, namely, that with the new state. The establishment of a new 

socialist German identity in the GDR was incompatible with a ―Zionist‖ or ―Jewish‖ 

identity. 

        A sense of belonging but also of being separate, of being a German but also of being 

a Jew, marks Becker as a German writer. It is his Jewish identity in Germany that is the 

underpinning of his sense of what being German and being Jewish was— his attempt to 

recoup loss through the command of language. This ambiguity of how to be both German 

and Jewish is a theme in all of his works. 

Based on his experience of alienation, Becker began to write. From the beginning he 

had the sense that there was a close link between the tragic and the comic and that 

―tragedy must not always wear a dark suit and comedy a T-shirt.‖ Although Becker took 

his writing seriously, whether as a novelist of first rank or as a TV screenwriter of broad 

acceptance, his was not a world of ―high culture.‖ 

Becker learned to write in the GDR, as he later said, in a world in which writing had 

a ―substitute quality,‖ replacing newspapers and radio and film. It was writing from the 

margin, writing in code, a task well suited to someone who never felt 
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quite at home in his language, who always sensed his alienation from official literature. 

Becker learned to write in the context of the half-spoken and partially overheard. 

Writing in a dictatorship (even of the proletariat) is difficult but in complex ways 

rewarding. Writers such as Becker, in his own estimation, had a greater freedom. The 

struggle with the state censor became a game. But it is greater freedom only within the 

self-conscious ability to exploit one‘s status as ―Jewish‖ or ―oppositional,‖ as a 

spokesperson for a marginal position both within and beyond societal self-definitions. 

These were heady years, years in which one could truly believe in what one was 

doing as one helped to build socialism and to guide it in new and positive directions 

through the act of writing. He initially wrote for the mass media, e.g., a sitcom for East 

German television and several DEFA-films. In 1965 Becker wrote his first serious script 

for DEFA, titled ―Jakob der Lügner.‖ Film seemed the preferable medium to Becker 

because it was a means of reaching the widest possible audience in a way that was not 

seen by the government as suspect or perverse. But to make a film in which a self-

identified Jew and the murder of Jews stood at the center of the story was deemed 

politically unacceptable in 1965, and DEFA and the Ministry of Culture refused to permit 

the film to be made. In 1969 Becker turned the script into one of his best novels. 

During 1977 Becker joined other writers of high visibility, such as Stefan Heym and 

Stephan Hermlin, to protest the official banishment of Wolf Biermann from the GDR. 

The Stasi spied on Becker, the party member and recipient of national honors, giving him 

the code name Lügner. The Jew as liar, misfit, and perpetual outsider was the theme that 

was given voice in the novel. In the secret coven of the Stasi, Becker had become a 

character in his own work. 

In December 1977 Becker finally left the GDR, following Reiner Kunze‘s expulsion 

from the Writer‘s Union. He was given a two-year visa and encouraged to leave for West 

Berlin; 
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two years later the visa was extended. He continued to renew the visa until the GDR fell. 

He did not go into exile, and he never truly left the GDR. He wrote in 1993 that 

―none of my books deal with the West, still today all of my texts, which I have published, 

take place in a country that no longer exists, in the GDR.... All my attempts to make my 

new, unfamiliar home a „Heimat,‟ the subject of my books, have been in vain.‖ 

It is in the remarkable city of ―Westberlin‖ (according to East German 

nomenclature), an artificial construct of the Cold War fixed in time, that Becker felt 

himself most at home. Coming to the ―West‖ in 1977 meant coming to a city in which he 

could always feel himself only one step away from returning to the GDR. In the middle 

of the GDR and yet not of it, Berlin was neither fish nor fowl. He called it a ―middle 

thing,... a Western, capitalist economy designed by a GDR firm.‖ It was a place for 

misfits, for deviants. It signified the ability for individual change and growth in spite of 

the prevailing models of social identity in both the FRG and GDR. It was a virtual city 

―where one‘s contradictions are taken most seriously,‖ and Jurek Becker became one of 

its real inhabitants. 

He quickly became one of the major German cinematic writers. He was invited to 

write the screenplay for the first film about the Shoah in West Germany, David (1979), 

undertaken by a Jewish writer and a Jewish director (Peter Lilienthal). He completed his 

trilogy of novels as well as his great novella Die Mauer, all of which are a major literary 

record of the survival—not the death— of Jews in Germany, of the reclamation of Jewish 

culture, no matter how fragmentary and misunderstood. As a screenwriter Becker‘s 

impact on the ―average‖ German‘s understanding of Berlin (or at least of Kreuzberg) was 

substantial. In 1986–7 he began work on what was to become the most popular German 

television series ever, Liebling - Kreuzberg, in which his close friend and fellow East 

German Manfred Krug portrayed a new type of liberal popular hero. 
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With the fall of the Wall he became one of the most articulate spokespeople for a 

new, kinder, more self-critical Germany. And the man who wrote that he did not know 

how he had become a Jew came to realize that he stood at the epicenter of new Jewish 

writing in the new Germany. 

The division of Germany seemed a natural one for Becker, as for other German 

Jews. The question of a new, reunited Germany, of a vanished GDR, was problematic for 

him. Although he became one of its first chroniclers, he was not convinced of the 

desirability of, or the need for, reunification. 

In a piece first published in the United States, Becker bemoaned the radical shift in 

the function of literature in the GDR and the FRG. He saw in the imminent reunification 

of the Germanies a ―reunification‖ of the literature of the new Germany under the banner 

of the FRG. His critique of the newly reunified Germany found its expression in the film 

Neuner (1990) and in the nine-part miniseries Wir sind auch nur ein Volk in 1994. 

He saw the role of literature of the GDR as not ―merely‖ oppositional but as a space 

in which ideas could be debated seriously. This function seemed to have disappeared with 

the end of the GDR. However, the revelation of betrayals among East German authors, 

many of them his close personal friends who had collaborated with the Stasi, called this 

benign interpretation into question. 

Difference is at the core of Becker‘s structuring of the world. And here the diasporic 

imagination becomes a tool in learning to represent productive disparities of awareness. 

Becker thus is one of the great examples of the resolution of ―multiculturalism‖ in 

Germany—a Pole and a German, a Jew and an Ostler, a producer of high as well as mass 

culture—all of which made sense of his unique position. 

 

Raimund Lammersdorf 
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Recipients of the GHI's Dissertation Scholarships, 1999 

 

Suzanne Brown-Fleming, ―The Holocaust and Catholic Conscience: Discourse on Guilt, 

 Responsibility, and Victimization Amongst German Catholics, 1945–1950‖. 

 Doctoral advisor: Prof. James F. Harris, University of Maryland at College Park. 

  

Jennifer Fay, ―The Business of Cultural Diplomacy: Hollywood in Occupied Germany, 

 1945–1949.‖ Doctoral adviser: Prof. Vance Kepley Jr., University of Wisconsin at 

 Madison. 

 

Alexandra M. Friedrich, ―Awakenings: Vietnam‘s Impact on West German-American 

 Relations in the 1960s.‖ Doctoral adviser: Prof. Richard Immerman, Temple 

 University. 

 

Ulrike Goeken, „Die Repatriierung sowjetischer Zwangsarbeiter und Kriegsgefangener 

 aus Westeuropa seit 1914.― Doctoral adviser: Prof. Ulrich Herbert, University of 

 Freiburg. 

 

Lauren Heberle, ―Gender and Social Status in Extremist Social Movements: The Nazi 

 Party, 1919–1929.‖ Doctoral adviser: Prof. Helmut Anheir, Rutgers University. 

 

Felicitas Hentschke, „Die Besatzungspolitik der USA in Japan und Deutschland 1945–

 1955 am Beispiel der Demokratisierungspolitik.― Doctoral adviser: Prof. 

 Wolfgang Jacobmeyer, Free University of Berlin. 

 

Ralf Hühner, "Die Dekolonisierung Mikronesiens: Interessen und Konzeptionen der USA 

 von 1947 bis 1994." Doctoral adviser: Prof. Wolfgang Leidhold, University of 

 Cologne. 

 

Claus K. Meyer, ―King Cotton and Krautjunker: Social Relations on Slave Plantations in 

 Antebellum South Carolina and Noble Estates in Eighteenth-Century 

 Brandenburg.‖ Doctoral adviser: Prof. Winfried Schulze, European University 

 Institute, Florence. 

 

Kathrin Meyer, "Frauen in US-amerikanischen Internierungslagern in Deutschland 1945–

 1952." Doctoral adviser: Prof. Karl-Heinz Füssl, Technical University of Berlin. 
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Volker Nies, „Apaisement in Asien? Frankreich und die Fernost-Krise 1937–1939." 

 Doctoral adviser: Prof. Klaus Hildebrand, University of Bonn. 

 

Kiran Klaus Patel, "Strategien gegen die Grosse Depression: Arbeitsdienste, im `Dritten 

 Reich' und im New Deal in vergleichender Perspektive." Doctoral adviser: Prof. 

 Heinrich August Winkler, Humboldt University, Berlin. 

 

Brigitte Ramscheid, "Das aussenpolitische Denken Herbert Blankenhorns: Blankenhorn 

 und die Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika." Doctoral adviser: Prof. Hans-Peter 

 Schwarz, University of Bonn. 

 

Michael Schmidtke, "Vergleichende Analyse der 1968er Bewegung in den USA und der 

 Bundesrepublik." Doctoral adviser: Prof. Ingrid Gilcher-Holtey, University of 

 Bielefeld. 

 

Peer Volkmann, "Heinrich Brüning im amerikanischen Exil." Doctoral adviser: Prof. 

 Josef Becker, University of Augsburg. 

 

 

Library Report 
 
Among the recent acquisitions of the GHI library is the 60 volume series, Germans to 

America: Lists of Passengers Arriving at U.S. Ports, edited by Ira A. Glazier and P. 

William Filby and published by Scholarly Resources (Wilmington, De.) This reference 

work provides both the historian and the genealogist with an extensive database of 

German immigrants who came to the United States between 1850 and the 1900. The lists 

are indexed first by ship at the port of debarkation and then by family name. With the 

information available in these volumes, researchers will be able to go beyond gross 

statistical profiles to study immigration movements at the level of microhistory— to 

follow individuals and families from their place of origin to their destination and to focus 

on their personal circumstances. 

Furthermore, the library has extended its holdings in the field of Berlin history. The 

Library's more recent acquisitions 
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include Peter Fritzsche, Reading Berlin 1900, Cambridge, Mass., 1998; Thomas Parrish, 

Berlin in the Balance, Reading, Mass, 1998; Alexandra Ritchie, Faust‟s Metropolis: A 

History of Berlin, New York, 1998; Ronald Taylor, Berlin and Its Culture, New Haven, 

Conn., 1997; and Michael Z. Wise, Germany‟s Search for a New Architecture of 

Democracy, New York, 1998. 

We also are proud to announce that the software that runs the Library catalog, 

―Inmagic,‖ has been updated. Our readers will now find it even easier to browse the 

library‘s catalog via the accustomed Windows graphic interface. Finally, we have 

improved our services on our Web site (www.ghi-dc.org): The online catalog will now 

include all the library‘s periodicals. 

 

Monika Hein 

 

Staff Changes 
 
BARBARA AMARASINGHAM, Receptionist, born in Storman, Schleswig-Holstein. In 

her previous position she was in charge of the Subsidiary Disbursement Office at the 

German Armed Forces Representation in Washington, D.C. Mrs. Amarasingham has 

lived in Africa and the Middle East, where she worked in primary schools and as a 

volunteer at the American Center for Oriental Research. 

 

UTA ANDREA BALBIER, Intern, October-December 1998. Currently studying history, 

political science, and journalism at the University of Münster. Ms. Balbier is working on 

various projects, including research at libraries and archives, and proofreading and fact-

checking of scholarly texts. 

 

MONIKA HEIN, GHI Librarian, born in Bonn. Ms. Hein studied at the University of 

Madrid and completed a degree in library science in Cologne in 1988. Her previous work 

experience includes the Hochschulbibliothekszentrum des Landes 

http://www.ghi-dc.org/
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Nordrhein-Westfalen in Cologne, the library of the GHI London, and the library of the 

German Bundestag in Bonn. 

 

THOMAS L. HUGHES, Senior Visiting Research Fellow, born in Minnesota. B.A. 

Carleton College; B. Phil., M.A. Oxford University; LLB, J.D. Yale Law School. Mr. 

Hughes was assistant secretary of state during the Kennedy and Johnson administrations; 

for many years thereafter he served as president of the Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace. He also is a trustee of several German-American institutions. Dr. 

Hughes will work on an extended essay on the life and times of Sigismund, Archbishop 

of Magdeburg (1555–66) and Margrave of Brandenburg (1538–66)—a snapshot of 

realpolitik involving several interacting relationships, including Brandenburg-Poland, 

Prussia-Poland, Reformation-Counterreformation, as well as Charles V, the 

Hohenzollerns, and the Papacy. 

 

KATHRIN KLEIN, Intern, July-September 1998; M.A., University of Munich; currently 

pursuing an M.A. in Political Science at the School of Advanced International Studies 

(SAIS) at The Johns Hopkins University. Ms. Klein worked on various projects, 

including research in libraries and archives, preparation of conferences, and proofreading 

of scholarly texts. 

 

LUSI KITANIA MCKINLEY, Editorial Assistant for the Cold War project, born in 

Bandung, Indonesia. B.A. in German, Padjadjaran University, Bandung, Indonesia; M.A., 

German Linguistics, Literature, and Folklore, Otto Friedrich University, Bamberg. Before 

arriving at the GHI, Mrs. McKinley worked as a German-language instructor for the 

Goethe Institute‘s ―Sprachbrücke‖ program at the Big Bend Community College 

extension in Baumholder, and later as an Indonesian language instructor for the U.S. 

attache officers at the Inlingua language school in Rosslyn. 
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Visits to the Institute 

 
German History and Art History Students at the GHI 
 

On October 1, 1998, a group of German students from the history department at the 

University of Braunschweig and the department of art history at the University of 

Oldenburg visited the German Historical Institute. They were accompanied by Prof. 

Herbert Mehrtens (Braunschweig) and Prof. Silke Wenk (Oldenburg). The purpose of 

their visit was to discuss the mission, objectives, and ongoing research of the GHI. They 

also met for a seminar on representations of American history in public spaces. The 

group‘s visit was part of an excursion titled ―Sites of Memory in the United States.‖ 


