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Preface 
___________________________________________________________ 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

 

As I write these words, the cherry trees are in bloom here in Washington, 

D.C., spring is in the air, and the GHI is full of activity. 

On February 1 the German-American Center for Visiting Scholars 

(GACVS) opened its doors on the fourth floor of the GHI‘s building on New 

Hampshire Avenue. As I reported in the last issue of the Bulletin, the 

German American Academic Council (GAAC), the American Institute for 

Contemporary German Studies (AICGS), and the GHI have formed a 

partnership to run the GACVS, which will be supported over the next three 

years by funds from the European Recovery Program. The Center provides 

researchers in the humanities and social sciences with a modem working 

environment for a period of up to six months. Representatives of the three 

partner organizations have selected the inaugural group of seventeen 

scholars who will work at the Center until the end of October 1998. (See 

Page 59 for a list of the grant recipients.) 

On February 21, the federal minister for research and technology, Dr. 

Jürgen Rüttgers, accompanied by Jürgen Chrobog, the German ambassador 

to the United States, and a number of German journalists, toured the 

GACVS. Representatives of the three partner organizations—Dr. Jackson 

Janes from the AICGS, Prof. Theodore Ziolkowski and Robert Tuch from 

the GAAC, and myself—thanked Dr. Rüttgers for the support that this 

project has received at various levels of his ministry. Special thanks were 

expressed to Ministerial Director Volker Knoerich and to Dr. Josef Rembser, 

the managing director of the GAAC in Bonn, for their prudence, energy, and 

recommendations in turning this idea into a reality. Minister Rüttgers 

appreciated the importance of the new center for German-American cultural 

relations. He also was impressed with the state-of-the-art computer 

equipment available to the visiting scholars. 

State-of-the-art technology also plays a central role in another innovation 

at the GHI. As many friends of the GHI and readers of 
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the Bulletin have already noticed, the GHI has a new Web page. 

Information on GHI activities, publications, library holdings, and staff is 

now accessible over the Internet. The Web page was posted on February 1, 

1998, and for those who have not found it yet, the URL address is 

www.ghi-dc.org. We will continue to update and expand this site over the 

next few months. 

Important changes also took place in personnel. Christof Mauch was 

nominated by our Academic Advisory Council to replace Martin Geyer as 

deputy director and was approved as such by the Board of Trustees. Dr. 

Geyer left the GHI to accept a professorship at the University of Munich. 

Since his arrival on January 1, 1998, Dr. Mauch has instituted a number of 

changes. He has intensified the supervision of the doctoral candidates, has 

revived the Summer Program for North American graduate students in a 

somewhat altered format, and has built the foundation for a new internship 

program. Our new research fellow, Raimund Lammersdorf, is not only a 

proven scholar but also a competent and an ardent computer ―freak‖ whose 

knowledge benefits our entire organization. Our new copy editor, Annette 

M. Marciel, strengthens our editorial team, which includes Daniel S. 

Mattern, senior editor, and David B. Morris, editor. 

In closing, I would like to report on another development that further 

enriches the Institute's wealth of institutional, political, and historical 

resources, particularly when it comes to experience and wisdom. Robert 

Gerald Livingston, who was the founding director of the AICGS, has been 

working with the GHI as a senior visiting research fellow since January 1, 

1997. He is currently writing a book on politics in the German-American 

relationship since 1945. (See Page 33 for details.) As of September 1, 1998, 

Thomas L. Hughes also will join the GHI as a senior visiting research 

fellow. The president emeritus of the Carnegie Foundation, Hughes has a 

long and distinguished history of promoting German-American cooperation. 

At the GHI, he will work on a project that deals with his own family history 

in the sixteenth century, namely, a study of Sigismund, archbishop of 

Magdeburg and margrave of Brandenburg. 

 

Yours, truly, 

 

Detlef Junker 

http://www.ghi-dc.org/

