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Visits to the Institute 

____________________________________________________ 

 

Visit of German Minister for Science and Technology, Dr. Jürgen Rüttgers 
 

 

On February 21, 1998, Dr. Jürgen Rüttgers, the German minister for science 

and technology, visited the GHI. He was accompanied by a group of 

government officials and a delegation of journalists. The occasion of his 

visit was the inauguration of the German-American Center for Visiting 

Scholars (GACVS) on the fourth floor of the GHI building at 1607 New 

Hampshire Avenue. Also present to welcome Minister Rüttgers were 

representatives of the German Embassy, including Ambassador Jürgen 

Chrobog, and the GACVS‘s sponsoring organizations, particularly Jackson 

Janes and Carl Lankowsky of the American Institute of Contemporary 

German Studies at Johns Hopkins University, Robert Tuch of the German-

American Academic Council in Washington, Theodore Ziolkowski of 

Princeton University, and Detlef Junker, director of the GHI. 

Following his visit to the new Center, Dr. Rüttgers met with German 

journalists and diplomats, the fellows of the GHI, and scholarship recipients 

of the GACVS in the Institute‘s lecture hall for a 90-minute discussion. The 

discussion, led by the director of the GHI, centered on the German 

university system and proved to be both lively and contentious. Two 

questions were particularly controversial: The first centered on whether, and 

to what extent, the current German institutions and mentalities are prepared 

for and capable of fundamental reform; the second dealt with whether or not 

reforms could be instituted without additional government funding. Dr. 

Rüttgers‘s prediction that the number of German university students would 

rise by approximately 350,000 over the next few years was especially 

significant in this context. 

A number of participants, including the director of the GHI, also pointed 

out a grave contradiction between theory and practice in the German 

university system‘s support and furtherance of education 
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and training. Although announcements and public statements repeatedly 

demand that young German scholars widen their horizons by spending a 

longer period of time abroad, those scholars who take that step often 

encounter disadvantages in practice. Younger scholars in particular are 

confronted repeatedly with the fact that it is extremely difficult to re-enter 

the German university system because the positions available when they left 

the country were filled in the meantime by those who elected to stay. 

Christof Mauch 


