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Preface 

 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 
It gives me great pleasure and even a considerable amount of pride to 
report on several new developments at 1607 New Hampshire Avenue, 
from top to bottom. These changes will further enhance the 
attractiveness of the German Historical Institute in Washington. 

Very profound changes are about to occur on the Institute's fourth 
floor. As many of you know, these rooms remained empty after the 
Goethe Institute moved to a new location some time ago. In keeping 
with its policy of both strengthening and expanding transatlantic 
relations, the German government has decided to establish and operate 
a German-American Center for Visiting Scholars, and it will be housed in 
this space. The Center will open on January 1, 1998, and will receive 
initial funding for three years. Its main objective is to provide eight, 
mostly younger academics in the humanities and the social sciences 
with a place to work and carry out research for a period of up to six 
months. The Center will provide office space and computers for the 
scholars, and may also pay them a housing subsidy (see the 
announcement on page 59). 

As the center of political power in the United States, and as one of the 
historical and cultural nuclei of this country, the metropolitan 
Washington area is a highly attractive location for both American and 
German scholars. The archives, libraries, museums, and universities, as 
well as the government institutions and think tanks, are of great 
importance to historians, social scientists, political scientists, and 
economists. 

However, younger scholars who wish to utilize the potential of the 
Washington metropolitan area often lack offices featuring the most up-
to-date technical equipment. The gradual retirement of the generation 
that has laid the groundwork for cooperation between Germany and the 
United States after World War II is a further reason for the creation of 
an Institution that will promote German-American partnership and 
mutual under- 
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standing. The establishment of this new center will also offer its 
members an institutional affiliation and a congenial environment for 
academic work and the broadening of personal contacts. 

Three institutions have united to form the society that will found the 
German-American Center for Visiting Scholars. These are the German-
American Academic Council (Stiftung Deutsch-Amerikanisches 
Akademisches Konzil, DAAK), the German Historical Institute in 
Washington (GHI), and the American Institute for Contemporary 
German Studies (AICGS). The director of the DAAK will function as the 
managing director of the society operating the Center, and the visiting 
scholars will be chosen by a committee composed of representatives 
from the three involved institutions. The GHI is very pleased to be so 
closely associated with this new transatlantic initiative. We are sure that 
the visiting scholars will contribute greatly to the intellectual life, the 
broad range of scholarship, and the public acclaim of the German 
Historical Institute. 

Finally, as our librarian Iris Golumbeck relates in this bulletin, we 
have installed new, compact shelving units in the basement. The 
Institute has thus gained additional space to store its collection of 
books, which grows by about 1,500 volumes a year, until the year 2008. 
For the period following that year, a new solution will have to be found 
to accommodate the intimidating problem of shelf space; that is, if 
historians will still be using books in the next millennium. 

We indeed hope that these exciting developments, as well as our on-
going program of activities and events, continue to reinforce and 
advance the German-American academic community. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Detlef Junker 


