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image of the American enemy in 1945 was accomplished ideologically. 
Did a similar development take place in postwar Berlin? 

In conclusion, Ninkovich noted that the new cultural history has in-
jected a strand of optimism into a field that always used conflict as its 
point of departure. The final discussion centered on those issues, 
particularly on the question of what the meaning of culture for the study 
of German-American relations in the era of World War II could be. 

 
Philipp Gassert 

 
 

“Universities in Medieval Society.” 
 
Conference at the German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., September 
18–20,1997. Conveners: William J. Courtenay and Jürgen Miethke. 
 
The impact of late medieval society on the internal structures of 
universities and the influence universities and their graduates exercised 
in that society are topics that have received greater attention among 
historians in recent years. The trend toward approaching university 
history from the standpoint of social history has been particularly 
strong in Europe and has led to a number of publications that have 
transformed the research field of late medieval and pre-Reformation 
education. Some of the major contributors to that discussion have been 
American and German scholars, many of whom knew each other only 
through their published work. To correct that deficiency and to bring 
about greater cooperation and interaction between those two groups of 
scholars, a conference on universities in medieval society was organized 
under the auspices of the German Historical Institute in Washington. 

Planned almost two years earlier, the conference brought together a 
group of prominent German and American scholars working in the field 
of university history. The purpose of the meeting was to explore the 
social dimension of medieval universities, both the social and 
geographical background of students at various universities as well as 
the impact of university education on careers, secular and ecclesiastical 
government, urban institutions, and royal and princely courts. It gave an 
opportunity to 
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discuss the direction of research, to coordinate research efforts between 
the two national groups, and to plan for future exchange and coop-
eration. 

The American scholars in attendance were John Baldwin of Johns 
Hopkins University, Uta-Renate Blumenthal of the Catholic University of 
America, William Courtenay of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Jo 
Ann Hoeppner Moran of Georgetown University, Howard Kaminsky of 
Florida International University, Darleen Pryds of Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute, Michael Shank of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
Thomas Sullivan of Conception Abbey, Katherine Tachau of the 
University of Iowa, and John Van Engen, director of the Medieval 
Institute at Notre Dame. The participants from Germany were Martin 
Kintzinger of the Free University Berlin, Jürgen Miethke of the 
University of Heidelberg, Peter Moraw of the University of Giessen, 
Frank Rexroth of the Humboldt University Berlin, Rainer Schwinges of 
the University of Bern, Helmut Walther of the University of Jena, and 
Klaus Wriedt of the University of Osnabrück. 

The focus of the first day’s meeting was on the social and 
geographical composition of European universities in the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries and their influence on the world outside the 
universities. Welcoming remarks of Detlef Junker, director of the 
German Historical Institute, opened the conference, and the morning 
session contained three presentations. In the opening paper William 
Courtenay examined the numerical strength and influence of German 
students at Bologna and Paris in the fourteenth century. His paper was 
followed by the presentation of Rainer Schwinges on the social 
structure of students and masters at German universities in the late 
fourteenth and the fifteenth century and the degree to which university 
education was or was not an avenue of advancement in social status and 
career opportunity. Klaus Wriedt concluded the morning session with 
an analysis of the role of university graduates in town government and 
German society in the fourteenth to the sixteenth century. 

The afternoon session included two presentations. The first was by 
Thomas Sullivan, who examined the merit ranking among students in 
theology at the University of Paris at the time of licensing to teach 
theology. The last presentation was by Peter Moraw on the proportion 
of university students who belonged to the political elite in fifteenth-
century 
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Germany, thus addressing a long-standing question of a numerical rise 
in social status among students able and willing to attend universities in 
the late medieval period. 

The second day of the conference began with a session devoted to 
developments in particular faculties in German universities in the late 
Middle Ages. Helmut Walther spoke on juridical studies in Italy and 
Germany and the role played by canon law graduates in princely 
administrations of that period. Katherine Tachau discussed the 
influence of earlier English and Parisian masters on discussions of the 
inner senses among German arts masters in the late Middle Ages. Martin 
Kintzinger looked into the career possibilities of training in the arts (as 
distinct from the higher faculties) and the role of university arts 
programs in the training and preparation of school masters. 

The final day of the conference broadened the discussion by 
introducing a number of important related themes. Frank Rexroth 
examined the rituals associated with the ceremonies that marked the 
opening of newly founded universities in Germany. Michael Shank 
reported on the strong interest in astrology in university and court 
circles in Vienna in the fifteenth century. Darleen Pryds looked at the 
preaching of King Robert d'Anjou at the University of Naples in the 
fourteenth century, and the role such sermons played in propagandizing 
the learning and spirituality of the king. The concluding presentation 
was by Jürgen Miethke on the influence of the political writings of 
university-trained masters, particularly Giles of Rome, William of 
Ockham, and Marsilius of Padua, in shaping political thought in the late 
Middle Ages. 

One of the major accomplishments of the conference was that it 
brought together, in most cases for the first time, the leading scholars in 
Germany and the United States who are working on late medieval 
universities. It gave a chance to compare the research being done in the 
two countries and to share approaches and methodologies. As was to be 
expected, there was no unanimity on the extent to which university 
education aided social mobility in late medieval society, but there was 
agreement that further prosopographical work needs to be done before 
a more precise answer can be given to that question. Other areas that 
were identified as needing further research concerned the production of 
law graduates in fifteenth-century universities, which grew despite 
what appears 
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to have been declining career opportunities at the highest levels of late 
medieval society; and the interrelation of universities and pre-
university training in town schools throughout Germany and Europe. 

Perhaps the most important outcome of the conference were the 
explorations for future scholarly exchange, particularly ways of 
encouraging and providing opportunities for doctoral students and 
those at the beginning stages of a professorial career to visit and 
undertake research in Germany, and for German scholars to come into 
closer contact with American scholars. Some initial planning began for a 
future conference on urban schools in late medieval Germany and 
continental Europe that would bring together German and American 
scholars who are working on that important pre-university dimension 
of late medieval education. 

The conveners would like to thank Eckhardt Fuchs of the GHI Wash-
ington for his support in organizing the conference and helping to make 
it a success. 

 
William J. Courtenay 

 
 

„Politik, Gesellschaft und die Institutionalisierung von Ge-
schichtswissenschaft: Deutschland und die USA im Vergleich.“ 
 
Panel at the Annual Meeting of the German Studies Association, Bethesda, 
Maryland, September 27, 1997. Participants: Gerald Diesener, Eckhardt Fuchs 
(chair), Gabriele Lingelbach, Steffen Sammler. 
 
On the occasion of the 1997 conference of the German Studies Associa-
tion, the German Historical Institute sponsored a session under the title 
“Politics, Society, and the Historical Discipline: The Genesis of Historical 
Institutions in Germany and the United States.” The aim of the session 
was to compare different forms of the institutionalization of the 
historical profession around the turn of the century. Owing to the 
different cultural traditions and educational systems that exist in the 
two countries, the genesis and development of historical institutions 
followed dissimilar patterns. Despite these differences, the creation of a 
national institutional network played a crucial role in the 
professionalization of the historical discipline on both 


