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Institute News 
 
 
"Germany and the United States in the Era of the Cold War, 1945-
1990." 
 
Of the approximately 140 individual contributions that make up the 
Institute’s Cold War project, over one hundred have arrived. We expect 
to receive most of the remaining articles within the next two months. 

All articles go through our editing process here at the Institute, which 
includes the following phases: review, resubmission (if necessary), 
editing, author review, translation, final editing, and then the request for 
proofs. Especially in the initial review phase, we are assisted by the 
Lead Essayists, who head the project’s thematic sections. They help 
ensure comprehensive coverage of the topic with a minimum of overlap 
among the articles, both within their sections and in the project as a 
whole. 

Such coordination was the main goal of our project meeting at the 
Airlie Conference Center near Warrenton, Virginia, on September 5–7. 
The Institute’s project team met with Lead Essayists Volker Berghahn, 
Lily Gardner Feldman, Harold James, Wolfgang Krieger, Klaus Schwabe, 
Thomas Schwartz, and Frank Trommler. Together we reviewed the 
progress of the project so far, solved problems that had cropped up in 
some of the sections, and reached a number of decisions on the 
coverage of specific topics. We all came away from the meeting with a 
clear idea of what lies ahead as the project continues to evolve. 

 
Detlef Junker 
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Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar in German History 1997 “Germany 
Divided and United, 1945-1989.” 
 
German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., and Georgetown University, 
April 16–19,1997. 
 
The Third Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar in German History was 
hosted this year by both the German Historical Institute and the Center 
for German and European Studies at Georgetown University. The series 
is also cosponsored by the Conference Group for Central European 
History and the German-American Academic Council. 

From among the fifty applicants (twenty-nine from Europe and 
twentyone from the U.S.), sixteen doctoral candidates were invited to 
present their research papers. Professors Maria Höhn (Vassar College), 
Christoph Kleßmann (Center for Contemporary Historical Research, 
Potsdam) and Klaus Tenfelde (Ruhr-University Bochum) were invited to 
participate in the conference as “mentors.” Together with Professor 
Roger Chickering and Dr. Martin Geyer, they moderated the various 
sessions and discussed the papers in depth with individual participants. 

The three days of the seminar offered plenty of opportunity to discuss 
the presentations. The scope of the seminar was very broad, including 
diplomatic, political, social, and cultural history. Comparative 
perspectives on West and East German issues played a great role; 
especially important were questions relating to the political and social 
transformation of the two societies in the 1950s and 1960s. The 
emergence of a consumer society, problems of “Americanization,” and 
the legacy of the U.S. past were also intensely debated throughout the 
seminar. 

The Institute is very pleased to announce that the series for doctoral 
candidates will be continued with a seminar focusing on early modem 
history. See the announcement on page 60. 

The selected participants and their projects were as follows: 
 
Beate Deutzmann (University of Bonn), „Deutschlandpolitische Positionen der 
Sozialdemokratischen Partei Deutschlands seit dem Grundlagenvertrag.“ 
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Dagmar Ellerbrock (University of Constance) „Gesundheit und Krankheit im 
Spannungsfeld zwischen Tradition, Kultur und Politik. Deutsche Traditionen— 
amerikanische Ambitionen 1945-49.” 
 
Catherine Epstein (Harvard University), “Public Heroes, Secret Traitors: The Purges 
of East German Old Communists in the Early 1950s.” 
 
Michaela Freund (University of Hamburg), „Prostituierte und Prostitutions-
bekämpfung zwischen 1922 und 1956 am Beispiel der Freien und Hansestadt 
Hamburg." 
 
Gerhard Fürmetz (University of Hannover), „Polizei und Straßenverkehrsdisziplin 
im bayerischen Nachkriegsalltag (1945-1952).‘Ausmerzung von Mißständen‘oder 
Erziehung zur Sicherheit?“ 
 
Curt Garner (Technical University Berlin), „Soziale Spannungen und politischer 
Konflikt im besetzten Deutschland. Die Entstehung der Gewerkschaft ÖTV 1945-
1949 im Widerstreit zwischen gesell-schaftlicher Neuordnung und der Verteidigung 
von Standesinteressen.“ 
 
Yara-Colette Lemke Muniz de Faria (Technical University Berlin), „Ghetto oder 
Pflegenest. Das Albert-Schweitzer-Kinderheim für Mischlingskinder im Brennpunkt 
einer bundesdeutschen Separa-tionsdebatte 1950-60.“ 
 
Kay L. McAdams (Indiana University), “Creating Solidarity: The Freie Deutsche 
Gewerkschaftsbund and Women Workers, 1945-1949.” 
 
Katherine Pence (University of Michigan, Ann Arbor), “’Schimpf und Schande’: 
Negotiating a West Berlin Identity Through a State Campaign Against Deviant 
Consumers” 
 
Patrice Poutrus (Center for Contemporary Historical Research, Potsdam), „Die 
Erfindung des Goldbroilers oder der unbewußte Übergang von der gescheiterten 
Gesellschaftsutopie zur mangelhaften Konsumgesellschaft in der DDR (1958-1972).“ 
 
Pavel A. Richter (University of Bielefeld), „Revolutionäre Gedanken—revolutionäre 
Taten? Die kognitive Orientierung der Außerparlamentarischen Opposition in der 
Bundesrepublik.“ 
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Mark E. Ruff (Brown University), “The DJK-Bruderzwist and the Collapse of Catholic 
Integralism in the Federal Republic of Germany, 1945-1962.” 
 
Mary Elise Sarotte (Yale University), “The SED and Cold War Berlin Negotiations: An 
Examination of Stasi Involvement, Attitude, and Impact.” 
 
Annette Timm (University of Chicago), “The Legacy of Bevölkerungspolitik: Venereal 
Disease Control and Marriage Counseling in East and West Berlin, 1945-1972.” 
 
Jeremy Varon (Cornell University), “’In the Belly of the Beast’: New Left Armed 
Struggle in the United States and West Germany.’ 
 
Jonathan Zatlin (University of California, Berkeley), “The Vehicle of Desire: The 
Trabant, the Wartburg, and the End of the GDR.” 
 

Martin H. Geyer 
 

 
Alois Mertes Memorial Lecture 1997 
 
On May 8, 1997, Professor Michael Zöller of Bayreuth University pre-
sented the Seventh Alois Mertes Memorial Lecture at the German 
Historical Institute. 

Professor Zöller began his presentation entitled “Religion, Americani-
zation, and the Common Man” by stating how closely his own scholarly 
work was related to several issues that the late Alois Mertes himself had 
often dealt with. These included, above all, the relationship between 
religion and politics. Professor Zöller noted that his institute at 
Bayreuth is engaged in what he refers to as “the cultural interpretation 
of societies,” to be achieved by combining the study of religion and the 
study of politics. 

Professor Zöller divided his lecture at the German Historical Institute 
into three parts. The first contained some theoretical remarks on the 
cultural explanation of societies, which has been established and 
practiced by scholars as diverse as Max Weber, Oswald Spengler, and 
Samuel Huntington. The second part consisted of the presentation of 
selected research results, three examples of which were the Puritan 
ethical and social system, the role of Roman Catholics in America, and 
the connections between nineteenth-century populism and 
contemporary religious fundamen- 
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talism. Finally, Professor Zöller contributed a few words about the 
merits and the dangers of cultural explanations. 
 
 

Concluding Seminar in Postwar German History 
 
In 1991 the German Historical Institute and the American Institute for 
Contemporary German Studies inaugurated a program in postwar 
German history with a grant from the Volkswagen Foundation. At that 
time, the end of the Cold War, the dissolution of the GDR, and German 
reunification were challenging the historical profession to re-evaluate 
old paradigms. This changing context made a reassessment necessary, 
and the availability of new sources, especially in the former East 
Germany but also in Western countries, made it possible. The 
Volkswagen Foundation Fellowships not only brought together German 
and American scholars of postwar Germany; they were also given an 
opportunity to tap the rich resources of the Washington area. The 
program contributed to a much-needed internationalization of postwar 
German history and supported multi- and interdisciplinary approaches. 
After a renewal in 1994, the grant from the Volkswagen Foundation 
expired this summer. Thus, when this year’s VW fellows presented the 
preliminary results of nine months of research on June 4 and 5 at the 
GHI, the event also marked the end of an era. 

As was the case in last year’s concluding workshop, proceedings on 
both days began with presentations given by distinguished scholars to 
provide a larger framework for the topics of our fellows. Diethelm 
Prowe (Carleton College) delivered a most competent survey of the 
recent literature dealing with German-American relations during the 
Adenauer era. He focused on four aspects: the fundamental change in 
international relations during this period from a balance of power 
concept to an integrationist diplomacy, the formation of transnational 
elites, the discussion of Americanization vs. modernization, and the 
debate on Adenauer’s foreign policy. The ensuing discussion not only 
touched on the inevitable question of whether Adenauer was really 
interested in reunification, but also considered the progression of the 
German-American relationship from distrust to trust. 

An important milestone in this process was the West German Basic 
Law (Grundgesetz) of 1949. Edmund Spevack asserted, on the basis of 
his 
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research during the fellowship tenure, that American efforts to 
influence the Basic Law were very well planned and possibly were even 
more substantial than previously suspected. In his comment, Raimund 
Lammersdorf (TU Chemnitz-Zwickau/Harvard University) suggested 
that Spevack pay more attention to the dialectic of order and chaos in 
early postwar Germany. Carefully crafted channels of influence might 
have been hindered by confusion among U.S. authorities, who took 
pains to make the United States appear not as a military dictator but as 
a democratic role model. 

Not long after the enactment of the Basic Law, Germany became a test 
case for U.S. Cold War policies, especially for American efforts to secure 
the long-term viability of the policy of containment. Carl Hodge showed 
how budgetary conservatism on the part of President Eisenhower led 
him to favor whatever form of German rearmament the Europeans were 
willing to accept. Thus, he supported the French-inspired European 
Defense Community (EDC) when his military advisors doubted its 
effectiveness. However, he never tied himself to the project as closely as 
the administration’s public assertions made Europeans believe. The 
failure of the EDC, therefore, did not alter Eisenhower’s determination 
to include German soldiers as a central conventional component of 
Western Europe’s defense in order to lessen the burden on the United 
States in terms of money and manpower. The emergence of West 
Germany as a model post-national state contained by a variety of 
multilateral institutions and the more-than-friendly attitude of the 
Adenauer government made it easier for Eisenhower to show less 
patience with Britain and France and win the German defense 
contribution he sought. Stephen Szabo (Johns Hopkins University) not 
only praised Hodge’s portrayal of the crucial German role in 
Eisenhower’s European security dilemma, but also managed to link the 
topic to questions about NATO enlargement and a general European 
security structure after the end of the Cold War. 

On the second day of the conference, participants approached the un-
derstanding of German and European postwar history from a very 
different angle. In her opening presentation, Leslie Adelson (Cornell 
University) looked at the function of minority discourses in postwar 
German culture by using examples from literature to highlight Jewish-
German and Turkish-German themes. Adelson showed that Turkish 
literature produced in Germany, though not read as “German” culture, 
tries to ascribe meaning to the 
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experience of guest workers, and in the process undermines the notion 
of a homogeneous German culture. Thus, the assumption of fixed 
national cultures gives way to an understanding of integration that is 
not focused on assimilation but on something new, where citizenship is 
not the operating principle, where Turks become German but Germans 
also Turkish. The ensuing discussion centered on the influence the Cold 
War might have had on the perception of cultural others and on the 
perspectives the described discourses might open up for a new 
European identity after the Cold War. 

Jeffrey Peck focused on the construction of German Jewish identity 
from outside Germany, particularly on the way American attitudes 
toward the Holocaust reconfigured and even constituted the terms of 
the debate. He looked at numerous events, from the Six-Day War in 
1967 to the television mini-series “Holocaust” in the 1970s, to the Kohl-
Reagan visit to the Bitburg cemetery in the 1980s, where German and 
American discourses on the Holocaust converged. Moreover, he argued 
that since unification the discussion of the Holocaust is more closely 
intertwined than ever with the question of Jewish life in Germany in 
general, and that Americans in particular have been extremely sensitive 
to Germany’s inability to make Jews or, for that matter, guest workers 
feel “at home.” In his commentary, Alan Steinweis (University of 
Nebraska) pointed out that the Holocaust was not a major subject of 
discussion in either Germany or the United States prior to the 1960s. 
Agreeing with Professor Peck, he stressed the importance of the Six-Day 
War, which gave rise to existential concern among American Jews and 
elevated the Holocaust to a much more central position in their 
historical consciousness. This concern eventually led to the assertive 
institutionalization of Holocaust memory by the American Jewish 
community. Even more important for German-American relations, 
however, was the simultaneous embrace of the Holocaust by American 
popular culture as a morality tale of good versus evil. 

Overall, the presentations and the animated discussions throughout 
the seminar proved once again how necessary it is to discuss postwar 
German history in an international setting and how important it is to 
bring together different approaches to the study of this period. The 
German Historical Institute and the American Institute for 
Contemporary German Studies are determined, therefore, to continue 
their successful collaboration. A new 
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program for postdoctoral fellowships has already been devised, and we 
are confident that it can be introduced in one of the next bulletins. 
 

Wilfried Mausbach 
 

Library Report 
 
In June the library staff completed the creation of a computer catalog of 
all books and journals held at the Institute. Readers may access this 
database on the computer in the reading room. The entire catalog will 
be available on the Institute’s homepage in 1998. 
In September, the old shelving in the library stacks was replaced with 
new compact shelving units. This system will provide the library with 
enough capacity until the year 2008. Readers are still allowed and 
encouraged to browse on their own. 

Our whole collection now consists of about 18,000 volumes and 200 
journals, and we are happy that these two improvements will allow us 
to provide even better service to researchers. 

 

Staff Changes  
 
MANFRED BERG, Research Fellow, has finished his Habilitationsschrift 
on the history the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People and returns to the Free University of Berlin in order to complete 
his Habilitation in the field of modern history. 
 
MARTIN GEYER, Deputy Director, has left the Institute to take a position 
as Professor of Modern History at the University of Munich on 
September 1. His new address is: Institut für Neuere Geschichte, 
Wagmüllerstraße 2311, 80538 München, Germany, e-mail: 
U9305092@sunmail.lrz-muenchen.de 
 
EDMUND SPEVACK has taken up the position of Research Fellow. Born 
in Munich, Germany, in 1963, Dr. Spevack studied history and literature 
atHarvard University (A.B. 1986) and history at the Johns Hopkins 
Univer- 

mailto:U9305092@sunmail.lrz-muenchen.de
mailto:U9305092@sunmail.lrz-muenchen.de
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 sity (M.A. 1989, Ph.D. 1992), as well as at the universities of Münster, 

Bielefeld, Cologne, and Hamburg. Before arriving at the GHI in Washing-
ton, he was a visiting assistant professor in American Studies at the 
University of Stuttgart (1992-93), a lecturer in history and literature at 
Harvard University (1993-96), and a VW fellow in postwar German 
history (1996–97) in Washington, D.C. 
 

Dr. Spevack’s publications include: Charles Follen’s Search for 
Nationality and Freedom: Germany and America, 1799-1840 (Harvard 
University Press, 1997) and articles in MELUS; Tennessee Historical 
Quarterly; The Germanic Review; International Journal of Politics, Culture 
and Society; East European Quarterly; German Politics and Society; 
Atlantische Texte; and in various collections of essays. He has also 
published book reviews in Historische Zeitschrift, Boston Book Review, 
and other journals. His current research project is entitled: American 
Political and Ideological Influences on the Shaping of the West German 
Basic Law (Grundgesetz) of 1948-49. 

Dr. Spevack is a member of the American Historical Association, the 
German Studies Association, and the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Amerika-
studien. 

 
 

New GHI Publications 
 
The Institute is pleased to announce the publication of a paperback 
edition of Hannah Arendt and Leo Strauss: German Emigrés and 
American Political Thought after World War II, edited by Peter Graf 
Kielmansegg, Horst Mewes, and Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt, which is 
published in our series with Cambridge University Press. 

In the Institute’s series with the Franz-Steiner-Verlag in Stuttgart, we 
proudly announce the appearance of Philipp Gassert, Amerika im Dritten 
Reich. Ideologie, Propaganda und Volksmeinung 1933-1945. In addition, 
Heike Bungert, Das Nationalkomitee und der Westen. Die Reaktion der 
Westalliierten auf das NKFD und die Freien Deutschen Bewegungen 1943-
1948, will appear shortly. 

See the list of GHI publications at the back of this Bulletin for further 
information on the two series and on placing orders. 


