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Preface 

As you most certainly have noticed, this issue of the Bulletin appears 
with a completely new face. This new look coincides with the tenth 
anniversary of the Institute's founding. Finding a logo and new cover 
designs for our various in-house publications certainly did not keep us 
busy for ten years, yet it has been a peculiar, even adventurous 
experience. After some dead ends and detours in the world of business 
and art, we were rescued by Ms. Ute Siewert, a young graphic designer 
from Cologne. She provided imagination, ideas, and images that we hope 
you will find as engaging and appealing as we do. 

To us, our new look visually conveys the aims and objectives of the 
Institute. I would like to take this occasion to recapitulate these, since I 
continually encounter misunderstandings and misperceptions of the 
Institute's mission on both sides of the Atlantic. 

The GHI Washington is a center for advanced study and research. Its 
main task is to foster cooperation among historians and political 
scientists from Germany and the United States. The Institute is 
completely independent from a legal standpoint and is a constituent 
part of the Foundation of the German Historical Institutes Abroad 
(Stiftung Deutsche Historische Institute im Ausland). 

Although the Institute receives its funding from the Federal Republic 
of Germany, more precisely from the Ministry of Education, Science, 
Research, and Technology, it is fully independent in its scholarly 
activities. A German-American academic advisory council and a board of 
trustees supervise and oversee the GHI's academic program and the 
selection of its personnel. 

Naturally, the Federal Republic's decision to promote historical 
scholarship in Germany and the United States through the estab-
lishment of this institution reflects Germany's foreign and cultural 
policy. The founding of the German Historical Institute in the American 
capital city is surely a sign of the importance that the Federal Republic 
places on the German-American relationship. However, the GHI is not a 
think tank in any normative sense; our pur- 
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pose is not to advise policy makers on the pressing issues of the day. 
Rather, the Institute's resident scholars are engaged in a wide range of 
historical pursuits, studying topics that span from the Middle Ages to 
the present. And yet they raise and examine questions that are vital to 
contemporary life. 

Furthermore, anyone who has taken a look at our publications of the 
past ten years will know that we are not in the business of writing 
"official" interpretations of history—which would, in any case, be 
impossible in a free society. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

Detlef Junker 


