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Institute News 

Visit of Delegation from the Netherlands and Japan 

On November 6, 1996, the GHI hosted a delegation of thirty senior-level 
government officials and business executives from the Netherlands and 
Japan, led by Mr. Wim Dik, chairman and CEO of Koninklijke PTT 
Nederland and former State Secretary of Foreign Affairs in the 
Netherlands. For two hours the group engaged in a lively debate with 
the Institute's director and several of its research fellows on the genesis, 
structure, and main activities of the GHI, as well as on American-
European and American-Asian relations from 1945 to the present. 
 
 

Meeting with a Group of German Lawmakers and Journalists 
 
On January 7, 1997, the Institute organized a discussion with a group 
that included lawmakers from the German states of Saxony and 
Thuringia as well as some German journalists and researchers. Spon-
sored by the United States Information Agency and organized by Delphi 
International, the purpose of the four-week trip was to better acquaint 
the visitors with the role played by the United States in European 
security matters and with the formulation of American foreign policy. 
The topics of conversation during the meeting at the Institute ranged 
from contemporary problems in American-German relations to issues of 
European security and the general image of Germany in the United 
States. The discussion was particularly interesting and fruitful in light of 
the different experiences and outlooks brought along by the lawmakers 
from the former GDR. It is hoped that the work of the Institute will 
continue to contribute to a more nuanced understanding of the 
challenges facing the relations between the United States and Germany 
in the future. 
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Annual Lecture 1996 

Reconstructing and explaining events of the past may be the historian's 
most obvious task; remembering that this past once was an uncertain 
future, however, may well be the more demanding duty. By posing the 
question whether Hitler's seizure of power on January 30, 1933, was 
indeed as inevitable as is often assumed, Professor Eberhard Kolb of 
Cologne University offered the appreciative audience at the Institute's 
Tenth Annual Lecture a new perspective on some of the most fateful 
developments in modern German history. In a perceptive comment, 
Professor Henry A. Turner, Jr., complemented Professor Kolb's analysis 
by elaborating on hitherto little explored alternatives to the Nazi 
takeover of power in January 1933. 

As Professor Kolb illustrated with some striking quotations from 
contemporary commentators, the widely held notion that the events of 
January 1933 followed some sort of inevitable logic was not shared at 
the time. In fact, by the end of 1932, a number of liberal journalists and 
politicians stated confidently that the danger of the National Socialist 
seizure of power had been averted, and even the journal entries of 
Joseph Goebbels, the NSDAP's chief propagandist, painted a bleak 
picture of the party's prospects for coming to power in the near future. 
However, Goebbels in his pessimism and, even more so, supporters of 
the Weimar democracy in their optimism failed to take into account one 
critical fact. Despite the substantial losses suffered by the NSDAP in the 
elections of November 1932, and despite the party's undeniable loss of 
momentum, there was still no solution to the question of how Germany 
could be governed by presidential cabinets with the Reichstag unable to 
create parliamentary majorities. 

Although this problem was not acute as long as a presidential cabinet 
found a majority in parliament that would at least tolerate it—as had 
the cabinet of Chancellor Brüning until May 1932—the situation 
changed dramatically when President Hindenburg dismissed Brüning at 
the end of that month and appointed a much more right-wing 
government with the conservative Catholic Franz von Papen as 
chancellor. Since Papen's "cabinet of barons" had no prospect for being 
tolerated by the current Reichstag majority, especially with the 
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Social Democrats as the largest party, new elections were held in July; 
but when the NSDAP emerged as the largest party after these elections 
and Hitler vehemently demanded the chancellorship for himself, Papen 
again had no chance of finding a majority that would tolerate his 
cabinet. Thus, if he convened the Reichstag even for a single session, he 
risked a vote of no confidence by a negative majority as well as a vote to 
nullify any emergency legislation decreed by the president. 

Plans to save the presidential regime by preventing a regular session 
of the Reichstag and eventually declaring a state of emergency therefore 
entered the political agenda in mid-August 1932. As Professor Kolb 
emphasized, Hindenburg, Papen, and other proponents of the 
presidential regime had no intention of saving the parliamentary 
democracy of the Weimar Republic, but rather envisioned a return to 
the preconstitutional authoritarian state. However, although the 
presidential cabinets nominated after Brüning's demise clearly marked 
phases in a purposefully pursued destabilization of the political system, 
aimed at the establishment of an authoritarian "new state," Professor 
Kolb argued that one would be mistaken to conclude that they were 
therefore direct preliminary stages to the National Socialist seizure of 
power. Indeed, if successful, the planned breach of the constitution and 
the resulting declaration of a state of emergency would have prevented 
the Nazi takeover. 

Despite the president's full support, Papen's efforts to stay in power 
failed when the chancellor neglected to make timely use of the authority 
granted to him by Hindenburg. After the Reichstag had passed a vote of 
no confidence by an overwhelming majority, elections were again held 
in November, but by then Papen, though still enjoying the president's 
full backing, could no longer count on the support of the army under 
General Schleicher. Reluctantly appointed by Hindenburg as Papen's 
successor, Schleicher's plans for mastering the acute crisis of state by 
causing a temporary elimination of the Reichstag were thwarted when 
Hindenburg refused to grant him the presidential powers he had so 
freely bestowed before and instead appointed Adolf Hitler as chancellor 
on January 30, 1933. 

Agreeing with Professor Kolb's conclusion that handing power to the 
Nazi movement was not an inevitable step dictated by the crisis of the 
Weimar democracy, Professor Turner added that resorting to 
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a state of emergency had not been the only alternative in January 1933. 
Without even violating the letter of the constitution, Schleicher had the 
option of extending the Reichstag's recess by several months; another 
possibility to prolong his hold on the chancellorship arose from a gap in 
the constitution, which left problems created by a negative majority in 
the Reichstag unresolved. As Professor Turner emphasized, the fact that 
none of those possibilities was pursued cannot be explained by 
"inexorable impersonal forces," but was due to the complex motives of 
the handful of men whose decisions shaped the events of January 1933. 
Although none of the options open to them would have resulted in a 
restoration of Weimar democracy, the likely establishment of an 
authoritarian military regime would almost certainly have spared 
humanity the disastrous consequences of Adolf Hitler's installation at 
the head of the German government. 

The lecture and the comment will appear soon in the Institute's 
series of Occasional Papers. 
 Petra Marquardt-Bigman 

"Germany and the United States in the Era of the Cold War, 1945-
1990." 
 
Currently the Institute's main project is its comprehensive overview of 
German-American relations in the era of the Cold War. This two-volume 
work will examine these relations from 1945 to 1990 in the areas of 
politics, security, economics, culture, and society. It will be published in 
English as part of the Institute's series with Cambridge University Press, 
and in German by the Oldenbourg Verlag. 

Over 120 authors are involved in this project. Since our last status 
report in Bulletin No. 19, the nature and scope of their contributions 
have been clarified, and the contributions are now beginning to arrive. 
We are pleased to announce that Dr. David B. Morris has assumed the 
post of editor for this project. 

In early September, the lead essayists will meet near Warrenton, 
Virginia, to coordinate the contributions from the work's five the- 
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matic sections. We anticipate this to be a highly effective meeting for 
ensuring the continued success of the project. 
 Detlef Junker 

Recipients of Dissertation Scholarships, 1997 

 
The Institute awarded the following dissertation scholarships for 1997: 
 
Wolfgang Dierker, "Der 'Sicherheitsdienst des Reichsführers der SS': 

Weltanschauliche Gegnerforschung 1936-45." Doctoral advisor: Prof. 
Dr. Klaus Hildebrand, University of Bonn. 

 
Robert Falkner, "Die Rolle von Unternehmen in der internationalen 

Umweltpolitik: USA und Deutschland im Vergleich." Doctoral 
advisor: Prof. Dr. Andrew Hurrel, Nuffield College, Oxford. 

 
David S. Frey, "Conflict, Commerce, and Cooperation: An Investigation of 

Nazi Germany's Influence on Hungarian Culture through Film, 1933–
44." Doctoral advisor: Prof. Istvan Deak, Columbia University. 

 
Knut Kirste, "Foreign Policy Role Conceptions in German-American 

Relations." Doctoral advisor: Prof. Dr. Hanns W. Maull, University of 
Trier. 

 
Susanne König, "Dame Britannia und Miss Columbia. Die Selbst- und 

Fremdwahrnehmung in der britischen und amerikanischen 
Karrikatur von 1861 bis 1900." Doctoral advisor: Prof. Dr. David 
Galloway, Ruhr University, Bochum. 

 
Yara-Colette Lemke Muniz de Faria, "'Prüfstein der Demokratie'. Die 

Kinder afroamerikanischer GIs und deutscher Frauen in Nachkriegs-
deutschland und den USA 1945-60." Doctoral advisor: Prof. Dr. 
Wolfgang Benz, Technical University, Berlin. 

 
Wendy Morgan Lower, "Politics and Society in Zhytomyr, Ukraine: A 

Regional Study of Nazi Colonialism and Ukrainian Society, 1914-44." 
Doctoral advisor: Prof. Richard Breitman, American University. 
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Uwe Lübken, "'The Specter of Nazi Penetration'. Die USA und die 
Bedrohung Lateinamerikas durch Nazi-Deutschland." Doctoral 
advisor: Prof. Dr. Jürgen Heideking, University of Cologne. 

Martin Öfele, "Deutschstimmige Offiziere in den United States Colored 
Troops im amerikanischen Bürgerkrieg." Doctoral advisor: Prof. Dr. 
Hartmut Keil, University of Leipzig. 

Matthias Reiß, "'Die Schwarzen waren unsere Freunde'. Deutsche 
Kriegsgefangene des Zweiten Weltkrieges und die Rassenprob-
lematik in den Vereinigten Staaten der vierziger Jahre." Doctoral 
advisor: Prof. Dr. Norbert Finzsch, University of Hamburg. 

Anita L. Specht, "Body and Soul: How Gender, Ethnicity, and Religion 
Influenced the Hospitals of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, 
1868-1930." Doctoral advisor: Prof. Jay P. Dolan, University of Notre 
Dame. 

Andrea Verwohlt, "The U.S.-GDR Relationship: From the Difficult 
Recognition of the GDR to Its Silent End." Doctoral advisor: Prof. Dr. 
Jürgen Heideking, University of Cologne. 

Ute Wrocklage, "Die Fotografie der Konzentrationslager 1933-45." 
Doctoral advisor: Prof. Dr. Detlef Hoffmann, University of Oldenburg. 

Rafael A. Zagovec, "Deutsche Kriegsgefangenschaft in den ameri-
kanischen Südstaaten 1943-46." Doctoral advisor: Prof. Dr. Wolfgang 
Altgeld, University of Mainz. 

 
Staff Changes 
 
THOMAS GOEBEL, Research Fellow, born in Wesenstedt, NRW, 1964. 
Studied history at the University of Bielefeld (M.A. 1989), Johns Hopkins 
University (M.A. 1987), and The University of Chicago. Ph.D. 1993. 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the John F. Kennedy Institute, FU Berlin, 1994-
1996. 

Major Publications: The Children of Athena: Chicago Professionals and 
the Creation of a New Social Order, 1870-1920 (1996); Articles in Labor 
History, Geschichte und Gesellschaft, Social Science History, Journal of 
Social His- 
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tory, Studies in American Political Development, and other scholarly jour-
nals. 

Current Research: Direct Democracy in the United States, 18901940; 
the Professionalization of Political Campaigning in America; 
Comparative Evolution of Direct Democracy in America and Germany, 
1900-1933. 

Member of the Organizations of American Historians, the American 
Historical Association, Social Science History Association. 
 
DAVID B. MORRIS, Editor of the Institute's forthcoming history of 
German-American relations during the Cold War. Born in Tacoma, 
Washington. Studied European history, politics, and economics at the 
Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies at the University of 
Washington in Seattle and the Johns Hopkins Paul H. Nitze School of 
Advanced International Studies in Bologna and Washington, D.C. M.A. 
1989, Ph.D. 1995. Dissertation: The Dilemmas of Deutschlandpolitik: The 
Government of Helmut Kohl and the Goal of German Reunification, 1982-
1989. From 1990 to 1994, guest scholar at the German Society for 
Foreign Affairs in Bonn and fellow of the German Academic Exchange 
Service and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation. Additional studies at the 
Goethe-Institut in Freiburg and Göttingen, and at the Universities of 
Vienna and Krakow. Current research interests include America's 
Deutschlandbild and how it is affected by the welfare reform debate on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 

Before coming to the GHI, Dr. Morris was the Managing Editor of the 
Germanic Review. He is a member of the American Political Science 
Association. Dr. Morris is also a member of the Washington Opera 
Chorus. He and his wife, Ulrike Reichert, live on Capitol Hill. 
 
ROBERT GRATHWOL, Research Fellow, has completed his one-year 
appointment at the Institute to compile a reference guide of oral history 
resources in the United States, which will soon appear in print. He has 
returned to R&D Associates to pursue further research interests. 
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Update of Our Mailing List 
 
Earlier in the year, the Institute sent a letter to all the individuals on our 
mailing list, requesting them to confirm the information. In addition to 
updating our list, the letter was designed to offer individuals the chance 
to change the kinds of Institute publications they want to receive as well 
as give us a better understanding of the community interested in our 
work. Of the roughly 4,000 individuals on our list, almost 3,200 reside in 
the United States, over a hundred in England and Canada, and more than 
700 in Europe, the large majority of whom are resident in Germany. Our 
Bulletin turned out to be the most requested publication, followed by 
the Lecture Series invitations, our Reference Guides, and the Occasional 
Papers. 

We would like to remind everyone to make sure that we hear from 
you in the next few weeks if you do not want to be deleted from our data 
base. That would alleviate any gap in receiving our notices. 

New GHI Publications 
 
We are pleased to announce that the following books have recently 
appeared in our series with Cambridge University Press: 
 
David E. Barclay and Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt, eds., Transatlantic Im-

ages and Perceptions: Germany and America since 1776. New York: 
Cambridge Univ. Press, 1997. 

 
Manfred Berg and Geoffrey Cocks, eds., Medicine and Modernity: Public 

Health and Medical Care in Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Ger-
many. New York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1997. 

Norbert Finzsch and Robert Jütte, eds., Institutions of Confinement., 
Hospitals, A ylums, and Prisons in Western Europe and North America, 
1500-1950. New York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1996. 
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Stig Förster and Jörg Nagler, eds., On the Road to Total War. The 

American Civil War and the German Wars of Unification, 1861–1871. 
New York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1997. 

 

In addition, we would like to call attention to the appearance of a 
volume based on a conference cosponsored by the Institute: 

Gottfried Niedhart, Detlef Junker, and Michael W. Richter, eds., 
Deutschland und Europa. Nationale Interessen und internationale 
Ordnung im 21. Jahrhundert. Mannheim: Palatium Verlag, 1997. 


