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I. Preface 
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

 

Since its founding in 1987, the German Historical Institute's main purpose 

has been to promote the transatlantic exchange of people and ideas in the 

historical sciences and the humanities. By organizing conferences, seminars, 

workshops, and lectures, the Institute has brought together scholars from 

different cultural backgrounds, primarily from the United States and 

Germany but also from a considerable number of other European countries, 

as well as from all over the world. 

Recently, we sat down to add up the number of scholars who have 

cooperated with the Institute since I became director in October 1994. We 

were surprised to discover that, by the end of 1996, we will have worked 

with 818 scholars. Coming from a variety of academic disciplines, these 

scholars have either contributed to one of our publications or presented a 

paper at one of our conferences or seminars, or both. More than 45 percent 

of the grand total of 818 scholars were American, 40.5 percent were 

German, and 13.7 percent belonged to other national groups. Breaking down 

this number further, we found that most of the topics presented at the 

Institute or at one of our conferences over the past two years dealt with 

German history (31.7 percent); followed by international relations (25.7 

percent); American history (15.9 percent); and German-American relations, 

German immigration, and German-American history (12.8 percent 

combined). Contributors to our publications were working in the fields of 

German-American relations (33.9 percent), German history (21.4 percent), 

international relations (17.2 percent), and American history (12.2 percent). 
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Despite the concentration of activity in three or four areas, we have 

always promoted a broad research agenda and a variety of methodological 

approaches. These have ranged from diplomatic history to gender studies, 

from immigration to the theory of history, and from studies devoted to the 

history of art to world trade and the global economy. As you look through 

this issue of the Bulletin; you will learn that, in 1996 alone, the Institute has 

sponsored conferences covering such diverse programs as the historiography 

of the Middle Ages and the "cultural revolution" of 1968. 

Whereas some of this scholarship has appeared in the Institute's two book 

series and in our in-house series of publications, much more has been written 

that originated at one of our conferences and was published subsequently 

elsewhere. Furthermore, we can only approximate the number of phone calls 

and letters handled by our library staff and research fellows concerning 

scholarly literature, specific topics of historical inquiry, and practical 

information on archival research and the study of history in Germany. I 

myself have had the privilege to meet many fine scholars and friends who 

contributed substantially to the intellectual climate of the Institute. 

As the German Historical Institute in Washington approaches its tenth 

anniversary, we hope to continue supporting the ongoing research of the 

transatlantic community of scholars, wherever and whenever that is possible. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Detlef Junker 


