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IV. Institute News 

 

"Germany and the United States in the Era of the Cold War, 1945-

1990. A Handbook." (Status Report) 

 

Since the summer of 1995, the Institute's main scholarly project has been its 

two-volume handbook, entitled "Germany and the United States in the Era 

of the Cold War, 1945-1990." In June 1995 a group of distinguished scholars 

in the German-American field gathered in Washington to discuss the outline 

and the objective of such a project. In the meantime, we have made 

considerable progress on the handbook (see the reports in Bulletin nos. 17 

and 18). Volker Berghahn, Christoph Buchheim, Lily Gardner Feldman, 

Wolfgang Krieger, Diane B. Kunz, Klaus Schwabe, Thomas A. Schwartz, 

Hans-Peter Schwarz, and Frank Trommler have all agreed to serve as 

general advisors and to write major synthetic essays. These essays will 

introduce the reader to the different sections of the handbook. In addition, 

more than 120 authors have joined us in writing individual entries on a 

variety of issues important within the field of German-American relations, 

such as containment, intelligence cooperation, investments and multinational 

corporations, the American reception of German literature, and anti-

Americanism. 

Currently, we are working with the individual authors to clarify the 

content of their contributions and to avoid duplication in the handbook. For 

this purpose, Professor Wolfgang Krieger of the University of Marburg 

assembled eight authors contributing to the section on security and a small 

number of outside experts for a meeting that took place at the Institute 

between September 26 and 28, 1996. The participants discussed, among 

other subjects, the transfer of military knowledge and technology 

immediately following World War II, the military aspects of German 

rearmament in the 1950s, the impact of the Vietnam War on German-

American relations, and the significance of U.S. and NATO strategies for 

this bilateral relationship. The meeting proved to be extremely useful for 

structuring this section of the handbook and helping the contributors set their 

own papers within the framework of the larger project. 



 

 27 

 

 

Finally, we are pleased to report that two renowned publishing houses 

have agreed to publish the GHI Cold War handbook. The German edition 

will be printed by the Oldenbourg Verlag (Munich), and the English version 

is scheduled to appear in the Institute's series with Cambridge University 

Press. We are confident that "Germany and the United States in the Era of 

the Cold War, 1945-1949" will be on the market in 1999—in time for the 

tenth anniversary of the end of the Cold War and the fiftieth anniversary of 

the founding of the Federal Republic. 

 

 Detlef Junker, Philipp Gassert, Wilfried Mausbach 

 

1996/97 Fellows in Postwar German History 

 

With a grant from the Volkswagen-Stiftung, the American Institute for 

Contemporary German Studies and the GHI have begun the third and final 

year of the renewed joint program in postwar German history. In September, 

three scholars have taken up residential fellowships at the institutes to 

conduct research on the political and cultural history of postwar Germany, 

utilizing the Washington area's rich archival resources for their projects: 

 

Carl C. Hodge of Okanagan University College, Canada, works on the 

popular ethics of European security during the first decade of the Cold War. 

He is particularly interested in the establishment of bipartisan security 

platforms in Germany and the United States, which were designed to 

cultivate popular support for the construction of a military alliance to 

confront the perceived threat to West European security posed by the Soviet 

Union. Dr. Hodge resides at the GHI. 

 

Jeffrey M. Peck of the Center for German and European Studies at 

Georgetown University is investigating the cultural dialectic of the 

relationship between "Germans" and "foreigners." Specifically, he will look 

at the level in which words and images about these groups and their 

relationships are constituted, granted power, dispersed, and exchanged in 

everyday cultural discourses. He thereby intends to locate the places where 

tensions between the two groups arise. Dr. 
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Peck resides at the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies. 

 

Edmund Spevack of Harvard University is examining American influences 

on the shaping of the West German Basic Law (Grundgesetz) of 1949. 

Drawing mainly on the records of the American military government and the 

U.S. High Commissioner in Germany, which are located in the National 

Archives in nearby College Park, he attempts a detailed reconstruction of the 

actual American impact on the framing of the Grundgesetz. Dr. Spevack 

resides at the GHI. 

 

The three fellows presented outlines of their research projects at an 

introductory seminar, which took place on October 30, 1996, at the 

American Institute for Contemporary German Studies. Further seminars and 

workshops may be conducted with the fellows and other interested scholars 

before June 1997. Please call either the GHI (tel. 202/387-3355) or the 

AICGS (tel. 202/332-9312) for details. 

 

 

Staff Changes 

 

We welcome the following new members of the GHI: 

 

Andreas W. Daum, Research Fellow, born in Cologne. Studied history, 

political science, and art history at the Universities of Cologne and Munich 

and at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia; M.A. 1990; Dr. phil. 1995. 

Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter at the Institute of Modern History, University 

of Munich, 1990-1996. Mellon Resident Research Fellow at the American 

Philosophical Society, 1992. 

Publications: Wissenschaftspopularisierung in Deutschland. Bürgerliche 

Gesellschaft, Öffentlichkeit and Naturwissenschaften 1848-1914 

(forthcoming, 1997); articles on nineteenth-century cultural and media 

history. 

Current interests: Twentieth-century U.S. diplomats and Germany; 

Americans and national socialism; international history of popular science 

and the public sphere since the eighteenth century. 
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Memberships: American Historical Association, History of Science 

Society, and Verband der Historiker Deutschlands. 

 

Petra Marquardt-Bigman, Research Fellow and Editor of the Institute's 

book series "Transatlantische Historische Studien," born in Schlat, Baden-

Württemberg. Studied history, English, and German philology at Tübingen 

University, Dr. phil. 1991. Married to David Bigman. 

Previous professional positions at the Department of Contemporary 

History, University of Tübingen, Germany, and The Cummings Center for 

Russian and East European Studies, Tel Aviv University, Israel. 

Scholarships/Fellowships: Visiting Researcher, Georgetown University 

(1986/87); Scholarship of the German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C. 

(1988); Fellowship at the Wiener Library, Tel Aviv University, Israel 

(1989/90). 

Publications: "Nachdenken über ein demokratisches Deutschland. Der 

Beitrag der Research and Analysis Branch zur Planung der amerikanischen 

Deutschlandpolitik." In Geheimdienstkrieg gegen Deutschland. Subversion, 

Propaganda und politische Planungen des amerikanischen Geheimdienstes 

im Zweiten Weltkrieg, edited by Jürgen Heideking and Christof Mauch, 122-

41. Göttingen, 1993. "Amerikanische Geheimdienstanalysen des 

nationalsozialistischen Deutschlands." Tel Aviver Jahrbuch für Deutsche 

Geschichte (1994): 325-44. Amerikanische Geheimdienstanalysen über 

Deutschland 1942-1949. (Studien zur Zeitgeschichte.) Munich, 1995. 

Research projects: U.S. Policy toward sub-Saharan Africa in the period 

of decolonization (1945-1965); oral history of the Office of Strategic 

Services (a collaborative project sponsored by the Central Intelligence 

Agency's Center for the Study of Intelligence). 

 

Bärbel Thomas, Foreign Language Assistant, born in Benneckenstein, 

Harz, grew up in Hagen, Germany. Has been living in the Washington area 

since 1970. Worked for a number of years for the Federal Republic of 

Germany, Office of Defense Admini- 
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stration USA and Canada, in Washington, D.C., and for the past five years 

for the law firm of Pierson & Burnett. 

 

The following staff members have recently left the Institute: 

 

Bärbel Bernhardt, Foreign Language Assistant, is pursuing other career 

interests. 

 

Manfred F. Boemeke, Research Fellow and Editor, has assumed the 

position of Head of Publications at the United Nations University in Tokyo, 

Japan. 

 

Ulrike Skorsetz, Research Fellow, is continuing her research project at the 

University of Jena. 


