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I. Preface 

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

 

In this year's Spring Bulletin, I would like to share with you some information about our 

research fellows, who represent the scholarly backbone of the Institute. 

To give as many young scholars as possible the chance to work in Washington and to 

replenish the scholarship at the GHI, the founders of the Institute decided to award 

contracts on a limited basis of only three to five years. In exceptional cases, the Institute 

is also able to conclude shorter-term contracts. 

The research fellows, who are appointed on the recommendation of the Academic 

Advisory Council, devote half their time to the Institute and its many activities, for 

example, preparing conferences, symposia, the lecture series, workshops, and reference 

guides. The remainder of their time is spent working on their own research projects. 

I would like to introduce and welcome three new members to the Institute: Dr. 

Eckhardt Fuchs, Professor Robert Grathwol, and Dr. Wilfried Mausbach. They will 

introduce their research projects elsewhere in the Bulletin; here, I would like to update 

you on the ongoing work of the other research fellows. 

Dr. Peter Becker has been a research fellow at the GHI since 1992. His main research 

project is entitled "Fallen Angels and Obstructed Men: Criminals as Seen by 

Criminologists and Police Detectives in the Nineteenth Century." In this project, Dr. 

Becker is trying to uncover and describe the two master narratives that structured the 

theoretical and practical approaches to the problem of criminal behavior taken by German 

criminologists and criminalists. His work focuses on a close reading of published and 

unpublished statements by police detectives, criminologists, and forensic psychiatrists 

from the late eighteenth to the early twentieth century. These narratives are analyzed to 

reveal the relation between the theory and practice of crime control and crime prevention 

as well as between criminal and bourgeois identity. 

Dr. Becker's project consists of three parts: The first reconstructs the basic patterns of 

perception—the "practical gaze"—that shaped both daily operations and the writings of 

police detectives, magistrates, and forensic psychiatrists. The second part analyzes the 

first master 
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narrative, in which the criminal was presented as a "fallen angel." This narrative was 

linked to the religious subtext of nineteenth-century criminal law and was closely related 

to a particular bureaucratic handling of criminals. The third part deals with the concept of 

the "obstructed man." Within this framework, the criminal was given no choice between a 

law-abiding and a deviant lifestyle, since his obstructed individual development 

prevented him from becoming a responsible citizen. 

Dr. Manfred Berg has also been at the Institute since 1992. His main research project 

is entitled "The Ticket to Freedom: The National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People and the Struggle for Black Voting Rights, 1909-1970." The NAACP, 

America's oldest and largest civil rights organization, has received surprisingly little 

attention from historians. There are few monographs and no comprehensive history 

available on the topic. The NAACP's struggle to secure voting rights for African 

Americans, rights that were virtually nullified in the South from the late nineteenth 

century until the 1960s, has never been investigated, although the ballot occupied a key 

position in its strategy to achieve equal rights and equal opportunity for blacks. Based on 

extensive research in the NAACP papers in the Manuscript Division of the Library of 

Congress and in other civil rights collections, Dr. Berg's study will focus on the 

discursive, legal, political, and organizational aspects of the Association's fight for access 

to the ballot. He hopes to contribute not only to a better understanding of the NAACP's 

role in the African-American civil rights movement but also to the history of suffrage in 

the United States during the twentieth century. He has been working on the project since 

1993 and will complete it in early 1997. 

Dr. Martin H. Geyer, the deputy director of the GHI since 1995, has just finished a 

book, Verkehrte Welt: Revolution, Inflation and die Auseinandersetzung mit der Moderne 

in München 1914-1924. He is currently working on comparative aspects of social policy 

in Europe and the United States during the 1930s and 1940s, as well as on the politics of 

food, provisioning, and food riots in the twentieth century, the latter being part of a 

collaborative book project covering the period from the eighteenth to the twentieth 

century. Since arriving at the Institute, Dr. Geyer has begun work on a larger project 

entitled the "Politics of Time, Money, and Space and the Emergence of International 

Society in the Nineteenth Century." This project deals with the development of the 

political, social, cultural, and economic integration of and authority over 
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spaces on the local, national, and international levels by focusing on the standardization 

of time and calendars, international cooperation in geodesy and mapping, and issues 

pertaining to the gold standard. 

Philipp Gassert, a research associate at the GHI since October 1994, recently passed 

his Ph.D. exams at the University of Heidelberg. His research project, "German Images 

of the United States, 1933-1945," has been completed and will be published in early 

1997. With this historical investigation into German perceptions of America and 

Americans at a crucial point in their relationship, he fills a remarkable gap in the 

otherwise well-researched history of twentieth-century German-American relations. 

Furthermore, he is trying to contribute to our general understanding of the cultural, social, 

and political history of Nazi Germany. Taking America as an example, his study 

addresses questions concerning the nature, scope, and efficacy of National Socialist 

propaganda by juxtaposing the official portrait of America in the Nazi press and popular 

images of the United States. In addition, he is exploring the complicated and somewhat 

paradoxical relationship between National Socialism and "modernity" via modernism's 

most powerful symbol in the 1920s and 1930s: The United States of America. 

Dr. Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt, who concluded a very successful and productive five-

year stint at the GHI in February 1996, is working on "American and European Concepts 

for a New International Trading System, 1918-1933." The project examines American 

and German concepts for a new international trading system after World War I and how 

these powers conducted their foreign commercial policy during the 1920s and into the 

Great Depression. The focus of the investigation will be on the development of American 

international trade policy during World War I and the interwar period, their 

implementation in Germany between 1923 and 1930, and their effects on Germany and 

Europe. To be meaningful, an analysis of commercial regimes and trade policy should 

include a comparative perspective of the main trading partners and political counterparts 

of Germany and the United States; therefore, the policies of France and Great Britain 

between 1918 and 1933 will also be addressed. The study proceeds by monitoring 

commercial treaties and tariff regimes, and their effect on the flow of trade. Since 

commercial regimes are a product of political and economic conditions and, more 

specifically, reflect comparative advantages and monetary exchange conditions, this 

project will depart from an integrated political and economic perspective of American 

and German developments. 
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Dr. Ulrike Skorsetz joined the GHI as a research fellow in 1992. Her main research 

project is focused on emigration from Thuringia to the United States, beginning with the 

second half of the nineteenth century. She has been tracing migration and settlement 

patterns of these emigrants, many of whom came from the duchy of Saxon-Altenburg. In 

her research, Dr. Skorsetz encountered a religious group led by Old Lutheran Pastor 

Martin Stephan, which emigrated together and settled in Missouri. She found additional 

groups, primarily from the Adelsverein, in several areas in Texas. Currently, Dr. Skorsetz 

is trying to learn as much as possible about the lives these people led in the New World 

by asking such questions as: What economic and social positions did individuals or 

groups attain? Did they retain their crafts, customs, and native language? Did they 

maintain ties with the Old Country? To what extent did they maintain their Deutschtum in 

the years prior to World War I? Was their daily life different from that of Anglo-

Americans or immigrants with different ethnic backgrounds? Did they engage in politics? 

Thus far, Dr. Skorsetz's research indicates that the patterns of people who settled in 

Missouri were quite different from those who settled in Texas. 

All research fellows would welcome any suggestions, comments, and critiques from 

scholars in the United States and Europe. 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

Detlef Junker 


