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I have also developed a one-page survey questionnaire to gather data and have tested 

it with several archivists, oral historians, and librarians. In early March, the questionnaire, 

a letter describing the project, and a return envelope were mailed to more than 2,700 

individuals on the GHI mailing list. Surveys are being distributed this spring at 

conferences and through mailings. I will be surveying major oral history repositories and 

major German Studies institutions and associations. Some inquiries will be made by mail, 

some by telephone, some in person. 

The initial response shows that there is considerable interest in oral history as a tool 

in exploring recent German history. As of March 29, I had received 92 written responses 

to the mailings. Of these, 25 indicated that they had no oral history material; the rest 

offered information on existing oral history resources, suggestions on potential 

interviewees, and offers of personal documents, such as family correspondence. 

I encourage anyone with information about or interest in oral history to contact me at 

the Institute, or by e-mail at rgrathwo@tribeca.ios.com. 

"Germany, the United States, and the War in Vietnam" (Wilfried Mausbach) 

As can be expected, most scholarship on the Vietnam War has been done by Americans 

and has been devoted to the American side of the conflict. Until the early 1980s, the 

international dimensions of America's longest war were widely neglected. Then, 

coinciding with a debate among American diplomatic historians on the need to put their 

subject in a more international perspective, several studies that addressed foreign interest 

and participation in the conflict were put forward. The policies of France—Washington's 

predecessor in Indochina—underwent closer scrutiny, U.S. interests in Vietnam were 

confronted with those of Moscow and Beijing, and the North Vietnamese themselves 

were no longer neglected. The same holds true for Washington's allies, who were 

confronted by the White House and the State Department with ever-growing demands for 

various kinds of burden sharing. Thus, some European powers eventually found their way 

into the historiographical spotlight, and scholars are now beginning to make use of newly 

opened archival records to examine a variety of topics ranging from Great Britain's role at 

the 1954 Geneva Conference to the United States's quarrel with Sweden over the appro-

priate position to take toward North Vietnam. 

mailto:rgrathwo@tribeca.ios.com
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One country that has so far escaped scholarly attention is Germany. In a wider 

context, however, much thought has been and still is devoted to Germany's general 

position in the post-1945 international system, especially since reunification 

revolutionized Europe's political landscape. Growing interest is also discernible in 

German-American relations during the Cold War. Here, the 1960s are of particular 

significance. The very years that saw the United States wade deeper and deeper into the 

Vietnamese quagmire also witnessed a drastic change in Washington's relationship with 

Germany. The Berlin crises of the late 1950s and early 1960s kept the country high on 

the agenda of the outgoing Eisenhower and the incoming Kennedy administrations. 

However, after the building of the Berlin Wall and the frightening experience of the 

Cuban Missile Crisis, American policy makers were no longer disposed to view a 

solution of the German question as a precondition for detente. Most Germans, in contrast, 

were deeply disappointed by Washington's languor in the face of Communist bricklayers, 

and they maintained that the Cold War could only be overcome through the reunification 

of their capital and their country. These conflicting strategies eventually triggered the 

new Ostpolitik, which was to be implemented at the same time the Nixon administration 

searched for an honorable way out of Vietnam. 

Against this background, the research project will try to assess the role of the 

Vietnam War in German-American relations during the 1960s. Undoubtedly, this war 

contributed heavily to the fact that German and 

U.S. policy makers began to view the world from different angles. These differing 

perceptions inevitably transformed their bilateral relationship and gave rise to numerous 

frictions. Washington pressured almost all its allies to commit themselves in one way or 

another to its anti-Communist crusade in Southeast Asia. Although Germany was, for 

historical reasons, a special case, it was also already Europe's dominant economic power 

again. In fact, Germany supplied most of the economic and humanitarian aid that went to 

South Vietnam from Europe in the 1960s. 

The significance of the wars in Indochina for the U.S.-German alliance is not limited, 

however, to diplomatic wrangling. In both countries, the war gave rise to protest 

movements and exposed the media as both a creator of topics in the public sphere and an 

indicator of changing political attitudes. American scholars have focused much attention 

on these groups ever since the New York Times published the Pentagon Papers and the 

antiwar movement turned college campuses into arenas of protest. This trend was 

corroborated by the identification 
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of American public support as the essential domino missing in Washington's Southeast 

Asian strategy. German attitudes toward America's role in the Vietnam War, however, 

have never been systematically analyzed. Nevertheless, it is safe to say that it was 

precisely this conflict in which the "victor-turned-savior" of World War II lost its 

innocence for the ordinary German. 

The study will go beyond diplomatic history to include nongovernmental groups like 

the media as well as the German Studentenbewegung. It will explore the development and 

character of German public opinion on America's longest war; it will analyze who 

reported what for whom, how, and with what results; it will ask whether and in what way 

the growing domestic opposition to the war in the United States fueled German criticism; 

it will consider the influence of American antiwar activists' arguments and methods on 

the German peace movement, and it will examine the importance of the war to the Pro-

testbewegung of the late 1960s. Finally, the study will try to assess the degree to which 

the German government was caught between growing anti-Americanism and the 

inevitable loyalty to its most important ally. 

If the American-German alliance was central to the international system during the 

Cold War era, it might become even more important to guarantee stability in the 

emerging disorderly world after the fall of the Iron Curtain. This research project aims to 

give Germans a better sense of one of the United States's most profound experiences in 

the twentieth century and to alert Americans to the impact of the Vietnam War on the 

image of their country abroad. 

"Ex Libris Adolf Hitler: An Annotated Bibliography of Adolf Hitler's Personal 

Library" (Philipp Gassert, Daniel S. Mattern) 

In cooperation with the Library of Congress, the German Historical Institute has 

undertaken an examination and evaluation of Adolf Hitler's personal library, a part of the 

LOC's Third Reich Collection. It is the goal of this project to raise the profile of this 

library and to make it more accessible to scholars in the United States and elsewhere. The 

results of this research will be published in the form of an annotated bibliography. In 

addition to a historical introduction, the bibliography will contain basic bibliographical 

information and the handwritten dedications contained in most of the books. The 

bibliography will be published in the Institute's series of reference guides. 


