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of American public support as the essential domino missing in Washington's Southeast 

Asian strategy. German attitudes toward America's role in the Vietnam War, however, 

have never been systematically analyzed. Nevertheless, it is safe to say that it was 

precisely this conflict in which the "victor-turned-savior" of World War II lost its 

innocence for the ordinary German. 

The study will go beyond diplomatic history to include nongovernmental groups like 

the media as well as the German Studentenbewegung. It will explore the development and 

character of German public opinion on America's longest war; it will analyze who 

reported what for whom, how, and with what results; it will ask whether and in what way 

the growing domestic opposition to the war in the United States fueled German criticism; 

it will consider the influence of American antiwar activists' arguments and methods on 

the German peace movement, and it will examine the importance of the war to the Pro-

testbewegung of the late 1960s. Finally, the study will try to assess the degree to which 

the German government was caught between growing anti-Americanism and the 

inevitable loyalty to its most important ally. 

If the American-German alliance was central to the international system during the 

Cold War era, it might become even more important to guarantee stability in the 

emerging disorderly world after the fall of the Iron Curtain. This research project aims to 

give Germans a better sense of one of the United States's most profound experiences in 

the twentieth century and to alert Americans to the impact of the Vietnam War on the 

image of their country abroad. 

"Ex Libris Adolf Hitler: An Annotated Bibliography of Adolf Hitler's Personal 

Library" (Philipp Gassert, Daniel S. Mattern) 

In cooperation with the Library of Congress, the German Historical Institute has 

undertaken an examination and evaluation of Adolf Hitler's personal library, a part of the 

LOC's Third Reich Collection. It is the goal of this project to raise the profile of this 

library and to make it more accessible to scholars in the United States and elsewhere. The 

results of this research will be published in the form of an annotated bibliography. In 

addition to a historical introduction, the bibliography will contain basic bibliographical 

information and the handwritten dedications contained in most of the books. The 

bibliography will be published in the Institute's series of reference guides. 


