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I. Preface 

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

On the occasion of the publication of this year's fall Bulletin, I would like to 

inform you again about certain events and developments at the German 

Historical Institute that may be of interest to you. 

In the previous Bulletin, I elaborated on the attempt of the GHI to do 

justice at one and the same time to two demands: the dictate of diversity and 

the need to concentrate on and emphasize certain scholarly activities. Today, 

I would like to share with you some observations about the development of 

our research focus on the history of Germany and the United States during 

the Cold War. This Bulletin contains a report on the brainstorming of a small 

group of scholars from Germany and the United States who met in 

Washington on June 1 and 2 to discuss the central project of this research 

focus, a two-volume handbook on "Germany and the United States in the 

Age of the Cold War." In a very frank and productive exchange of ideas, the 

scholars from both sides of the Atlantic came to agree on common principles 

governing the organization, scope, and structure of the handbook. Among 

the most important results was the realization that the year 1968 constitutes a 

watershed for German-American relations as well as for the Cold War in 

general. Thus, the first volume of the handbook is intended to cover the 

period up to about 1968, the second volume the years between 1968 and the 

unification of Germany. This periodization reaffirms the basic hypothesis 

underlying the conference planned by the GHI for March 23-25, 1996, in 

Berlin, which will bring together scholars from Germany, the United States, 

Great Britain, France, Italy, the Netherlands, the Czech Republic, and Spain 

to explore the theme of "1968." 

As part of our overall research agenda, we are currently discussing a 

proposal to compile a bibliography of all oral history interviews that were 

determined to have been conducted with contemporary witnesses of 

German-American relations after 1945. The Institute was approached with 

this suggestion during the annual meeting of the German Studies 

Association in Chicago. A detailed report about the session sponsored by the 

GHI, entitled "Oral History and German-American Relations since World 

War II," can be found in this issue. We would be extremely grateful for any 

suggestions or comments regarding this project. 

A number of additional activities of the Institute during 1995 were also 

closely connected with this research program. In our Spring Lec- 
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ture Series, six well-known American historians presented their research 

findings under the overall theme of "50 Years Later: Historians View the 

Aftermath of World War II." The lecturers were Elizabeth D. Heineman 

(Bowling Green State University): "West German Reflections on Women 

and the Nazi Era"; Frank Ninkovich (St. John's University): "What Was the 

German Problem?"; Jeffry M. Diefendorf (University of New Hampshire): 

"Ruins, Reconstruction, and Remembrance: The Aftermath of World War 

II"; Eric Weitz (St. Olaf College): "The 'German' in the German Democratic 

Republic: Soviet Interests and Weimar Legacies"; Marc Trachtenberg 

(University of Pennsylvania): "The Origins of the Cold War: New Light 

After 50 Years?"; Max Holland (Washington, D.C.): "A Twentieth-Century 

Encounter: Germany and John J. McCloy." 

Dr. Klaus-Dietmar Henke (Berlin) was the featured speaker in a 

workshop on "The American Conquest of Germany, 1944/45"; and Pro-

fessor Wolfgang Krieger (Marburg) had many attentive listeners when he 

delivered the Fifth Alois Mertes Memorial Lecture, entitled "The Germans 

and the Nuclear Question." 

The Fourth Annual Symposium of the Friends of the German Historical 

Institute will address the issue of "Stunde Null: The End and the Beginning 

Fifty Years Ago." 

Last but not least, I would like to point out that the three 1995/96 fellows 

of the Joint AICGS/GHI Program on Postwar German History, as well as 

five of the twelve 1995 recipients of a GHI Dissertation Scholarship 

emphasize in their research the period after 1945. 

Yours sincerely, 

Detlef Junker 


