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II. Accounts of Recent Conferences and Workshops 

 

"Germany in the Age of Empire, 1850-1914." 

Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar in German History 1995. Georgetown 

University, Washington, D.C., April 26-29, 1995. 

 

The idea to hold a series of conferences for German and North American 

doctoral students was conceived in 1990-91 by Professors Hartmut Lehmann 

(then director of the GHI) and Roger Chickering of Georgetown University 

and was implemented under the directorship of Professor Hartmut Keil in 

1994. So far intended to run for three consecutive years, the program is 

made possible by the cooperation and financial support of the Center for 

German and European Studies at Georgetown, the Conference Group for 

Central European History, the German-American Academic Council, and 

the GHI Washington. 

The first selection committee, comprised of Professors Roger Chickering; 

James Harris (University of Maryland), representing the Conference Group 

for Central European History; and Detlef Junker, director of the GHI, met in 

December 1994 and selected eight students from North America and eight 

students from Germany working on projects dealing with "Germany in the 

Age of Empire, 1850-1914." Four established historians were invited to 

serve as mentors: Kathleen Canning (University of Michigan, Ann Arbor), 

Vernon Lidtke (Johns Hopkins University), Gangholf Hübinger (Europa-

Universität Viadrina), and Klaus Tenfelde (Universität Bielefeld). 

The conference convened at Georgetown University from April 26 to 29, 

1995. The format chosen called for all papers to be distributed and read by 

the participants prior to the meeting, therefore allowing the panels to begin 

with remarks by two commentators rather than with presentations of the 

authors. The lively discussions in the two languages suggested the rewards 

of this approach. 

Papers presented: 

Andreas Daum, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, "Wissenschafts-

popularisierung in Deutschland 1848-1914" 

Jennifer Jenkins, University of Michigan, "Bourgeois Culture—Peoples 

Culture: Volksbildung in Hamburg" 

Morten Reitmeyer, Universität Hannover, "Bankiers im Kaiserreich" 
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Karsten Borgmann, Humboldt Universität Berlin, "Kunstkenner und 

Connoisseurs in der deutschen und amerikanischen Gesellschaft der 

Jahrhundertwende" 

Ralf Forsbach, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn, "Kin-

derlen-Wächter und die deutsche Außenpolitik" 

Dirk Bönker, Johns Hopkins University, "Fashioning a Post-Kehrite 

Narrative: A New Look at Wilhelmine Battlefleet Building" 

Sean Dobson, Columbia University, "Authority, Legitimacy and Revolution 

in Leipzig, 1910-1920" 

Jürgen Schmidt, FU Berlin, "Soziale Kontakte und politische Partizipation 

in Bürgertum und Arbeiterschaft in Erfurt 1871-1914" 

Iris Schröder, Universität Bielefeld, "Frauenfrage, Frauenbewegung und 

kommunale soziale Reform" 

Patricia Mazón, Stanford University, "Academic Citizenship and Mascu-

linity in the German World of Learning" 

Pascal Grosse, FU Berlin, "Eingeborene, Untertanen oder Bürger? Afri-

kaner aus den Kolonien in Deutschland 1885-1914" 

Krista O'Donnell, SUNY Binghamton, "'Die Baas is banja mooi!' The 

German Colonial State and the Regulation of Household Labor in 

Deutsch-Südwestafrika" 

John Lowry, Yale University, "The Catholic Center and German Colonial 

Politics in the Era Stuebel, 1900-1905" 

Ken Reynolds, McGill University, "The German Supreme Court and Its 

Effective Power, 1806-1879" 

Jeffrey Schneider, Cornell University, "'Auf den soldatischen Geist freudiger 

Unterwerfung'. Rethinking Prussian-German Militarism through Heinrich 

Mann's Untertan" 

Jacob Vogel, FU Berlin, "Nationale Militärfeiern und Kult der 'Nation in 

Waffen'. Deutschland und Frankreich 1871-1914." 

Several features of the conference were noteworthy. The American con-

tingent (and the American applicant pool, in general) contained more 

women; their papers were more concerned with issues of gender and cultural 

history. The German papers, on the other hand, reflected a greater concern 

with issues of prosopography and social history. These differences of 

emphasis were remarked on and stimulated the discussions. 

All the participants remarked on the substantial benefits, academic as 

well as personal, brought about by the transatlantic exchange. Not 
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least because of this, the series will be continued (see "Announcements"). 

   

  Roger Chickering  

  Martin H. Geyer 

 

 

"The American Conquest of Germany, 1944/45" 

Workshop at the German Historical Institute with Klaus-Dietmar Henke and 

Volker R. Berghahn on May 9, 1995. Co-sponsored by the Washington office 

of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung. 

To commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the end of the Second World 

War in Europe, Klaus-Dietmar Henke, head of the Department for Education 

and Research at the Federal Authority for the Files of the former East 

German Security Police, presented the findings of his exhaustive research on 

German-American relations during the final months of the war, between the 

summers of 1944 and 1945. Drawing on the insights that he has developed at 

much greater length in his fascinating and pathbreaking new book, Die 

amerikanische Besetzung Deutschlands (Munich, 1995), Henke argued 

convincingly that, if the Second World War was a "good war" for the 

Americans, it was followed by a "good occupation" for those Germans who 

happened to be conquered by American troops. The military conquest of 

Germany was followed by an American moral conquest that, with its 

constructive approach and its fairness, went far beyond the expectations and 

imaginations of the exhausted German people. Ultimately, the success story 

of German-American relations in the fifty years since the war's end cannot 

be explained without considering the benign nature of the American 

conquest of Germany in 1944/45. 

Henke highlighted his conviction that despite the Allies' realization that 

the Third Reich would not collapse, as the German Empire had done in 

1918, a "Carthagenian peace" never became a serious policy option. Most 

changes in American postwar planning in 1944 were largely rhetorical, and 

the Morgenthau Plan never became the guiding principle of the American 

occupation. This was largely due to "something very natural," as Henke put 

it, namely, the emerging common interests of the conqueror and the 

conquered. The Germans had to get on with their lives, whereas the 

Americans had to find the ways and means to stabilize and run the occupied 

territory. 


