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"Germany and the United States in the Era of the Cold War, 1945-

1990" 

Washington, D.C., June 1-2, 1995. Workshop participants: Volker 

Berghahn, Lily Gardner-Feldman, Philipp Gassert, Martin H. Geyer, Carl-

Ludwig Holtfrerich, Detlef Junker, Wolfgang Krieger, Jeff Schutts, Klaus 

Schwabe, Thomas Schwartz, Bernd Stöver, Hubert Zimmermann, Vladislav 

M. Zubok. 

As part of its current focus on the history of the Cold War, the GHI is 

planning to produce a handbook on "Germany and the United States in the 

Era of the Cold War, 1945-1990." A workshop on this subject was meant to 

explore and discuss all possible aspects relating to the content and form of 

this reference work. 

On the first day of the workshop, five of the participants delivered 

papers: Carl-Ludwig Holtfrerich on economic relations, Wolfgang Krieger 

on security and the atomic question, Volker Berghahn on cultural relations, 

Thomas A. Schwartz on Cold War history of the 1940s and 1950s, and 

Klaus Schwabe on that of the 1960s and 1970s. In addition, Detlef Junker 

read a detailed proposal by Hans-Peter Schwarz, who could not attend. From 

the papers and the subsequent discussions, a preliminary concept of the 

handbook emerged. Most participants agreed that, in order to capture the 

breadth and depth of German-American relations between 1945 and 1990, 

the handbook would have to address a very broad range of issues, 

encompassing not only political relations and diplomacy, but also military 

planning and security, trade, global economic cooperation, cultural and 

societal relations, and comparative studies of domestic developments. This 

implies that the handbook will become a truly interdisciplinary project 

aimed at attracting contributions from historians, political scientists, 

economists, and sociologists, as well as scholars from other fields. 

On the second day, the more formal aspects of the project were discussed 

in greater detail. A questionnaire that had been mailed to the participants 

beforehand served as a springboard for an intensive and very fruitful debate. 

Early on in the discussion, the participants noted that the year 1968 

represented an important watershed, not only in the domestic history of both 

nations, but also with regard to the structure of the international system. 

From the viewpoint of international economic cooperation, for example, the 

beginning of the demise of the Bretton Woods System came with the 

splitting of the London gold market and the so-called "Blessing Letter" of 

1968, marking a clear 
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turning point in the ability of the dollar to dominate the international 

monetary system. In security policy, to give another example, the Harmel 

Report of 1967 and the signing of the Nonproliferation Treaty in 1968 were 

the initial steps toward detente and a major shift in Soviet-American 

relations—which, in the end, would fundamentally alter the nature of the 

German-American relationship. Accordingly, the participants agreed that the 

handbook should consist of two volumes, with the first covering the period 

up to 1968 and the second dealing with the years from 1968 to 1990. 

In addition, a broad consensus was reached that the basic structure of the 

handbook should combine a systematic with a chronological approach. By 

dealing with German-American relations in the postwar era from a variety of 

perspectives and without privileging one over the other, the handbook could 

very well become an example for a new approach to the study of 

international relations history. Accordingly, each of the two volumes would 

be subdivided into five chapters (politics, the economy, security, culture, and 

societal issues). Within these chapters, approximately 150 individual entries 

(e.g., GATT, labor unions, tourism, film, Hallstein Doctrine) would deal 

with a broad range of topics in a more chronological fashion. Finally, a 

master entry (e.g., "Cultural Relations, 1968-1990"; "Political Relations, 

1945-1968") would synthesize the findings of each chapter, place the 

chapter within its historical context, and allow for reflection on the mutual 

influences of the five fields within a given timeframe (e.g., cultural and 

political relations, 1968-1990). In addition, the master entries would contain 

a guide to the literature and would outline areas of future research. 

Building on the decisions that were reached during the workshop, a small 

editorial committee has started to work on the handbook project. We would 

like to hear from anyone who is working in one of the areas that will be 

covered in the handbook. If you are interested in making a contribution, 

please send a short description of your research and a statement on how you 

might contribute to: Philipp Gassert, Handbook Project, German Historical 

Institute, 1607 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20009, Fax: 

(202) 483-3430. 

 Philipp Gassert 


