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Ideology, Ari Hoogenboom; European Exceptionalism: Monarchism as Ideology, Karl 

Otmar Frhr. v. Aretin; Comments: James H. Hutson, Vera Nunning 

Session III: People in the Transatlantic World: The Perception of Self 

Chair: Gerhard Weinberg 

Xenophobia and Social Change in American and German History, Kenneth Kusmer; 

German-Americans as Citizens of Two Worlds, Kathleen Conzen; The Perception of 

Self in American and German Movies in the Twentieth Century, Daniel J. Leab; 

Comments: Silke Lehmann, Christian Ostermann 

Session IV: Transatlantic Politics and Economics 

Chair: Peter Krüger 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Adolf Hitler: A Contemporary Comparison Revisited, 

Gerhard L. Weinberg; The Banker's Role in the Transatlantic Financial World: The Role 

of J.P. Morgan & Co. in Financing the Allies, 1914-1916, Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt; 

Europe and the United States: The Transatlantic Axis in Max Weber's Sociological 

Theory, Wolfgang Mommsen; Comments: Ragnhild Fiebig-von Hase, Hans-Jürgen 

Schröder 

Session V: Transatlantic History and American Exceptionalism 

Chair: Mack Walker 

Transatlantic History as National History? Thoughts on German Post-Second World War 

Historiography, Peter Krüger; American Exceptionalism as National History? Hans R. 

Guggisberg; Erich Angermann's Historical World, Hermann Wellenreuther; Comment: 

Mack Walker 

"Losing the Order of History: Some Aspects of Historical Studies in the 

Intersection of Modernity, Postmodernity, and the Discussion on 

Memory." 

Workshop at the German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., September 

7, 1995. 

This workshop brought together two prolific and outspoken scholars from 

Germany and the United States: Professor Jörn Rüsen, currently executive 

director of the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies at the University of 

Bielefeld, and Professor Peter Novick, professor of history at the University 

of Chicago. Whereas Jörn Rüsen—in his career as a professor of theory of 

history, modern history, and general history at the universities of 

Braunschweig, Berlin, Bochum, and Bielefeld—has tirelessly promoted the 

cause of history, philosophy, and, above all, the cause of reason, Peter 

Novick is known to any American historian who thinks about this 

profession since the publication in 1987 of his prize-winning book That 

Noble Dream: 'The Objectivity Question' and the 
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American Historical Profession, which has triggered scores of discussions, 

reviews, and conference panels. 

Rüsen presented a complex and catholic paper entitled: "Losing the Order 

of History: Some Aspects of Historical Studies in the Intersection of 

Modernity, Postmodernity, and the Discussion on Memory." According to 

Rüsen, historical studies as an academic discipline today are faced by a 

profound challenge. The discourse on public memory and on postmodernism 

has brought under attack the ideal and concept of objectivity in historical 

studies. These discourses are at the same time transcending and neglecting 

those strategies and methods of dealing with the past that constitute 

historical studies as a scholarly discipline. Historical memory "appears 

simply as an agent of ideology, presenting history according to the interests 

and needs of elites, as a weapon in the struggle of power used by those who 

have the power to define the semantic terms of trade in the field of 

constructing, deconstructing, and reconstructing collective identity." 

As an answer to this challenge Rüsen presented and elaborated on a 

matrix of historical studies based on the three volumes of his Grundzüge 

einer Historik. This matrix is meant to embody the three essential parts of a 

modern "metahistory": the political strategy of collective memory, the 

cognitive strategy of producing historical knowledge, and the aesthetic 

strategy of historical representation. 

In his comment Peter Novick disagreed almost completely with Rilsen's 

approach. This could have been virtually predicted, since in That Noble 

Dream, he combines the social and political history of the profession with an 

epistemological thesis, the rise and fall of the ideal of objectivity. In the last 

chapter Novick presented the following conclusion: "As a broad community 

of discourse, as a community of scholars united by common aims, common 

standards, and common purposes, the discipline of history had ceased to 

exist. Convergence on anything, let alone a subject as highly charged as `the 

objectivity question', was out of the question. The profession was as 

described in the last verse of the Book of Judges: 'In those days there was no 

king in Israel; every man did that which was right in his own eyes."' 

In his critique Novick specifically suggested that historians eliminate the 

word "objectivity" and rather be content with the notion of "plausibility"; no 

longer talk about the reconstruction of history, but the construction of 

stories; and be extremely circumspect in using the term "postmodernism." 
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During the workshop it became clear to the participants that the general 

approach of the two speakers, their intellectual traditions and modes of 

reasoning were oceans apart. To American observers the German tradition 

of Historik as represented by Rüsen might seem to be completely 

outmoded; to German observers the American tradition as represented by 

Novick might fall behind a level of analytical precision once reached by 

German philosophers, historians, or sociologists like Max Weber. This state 

of affairs should suffice to plan a conference bringing together historians 

and philosophers of history from Germany and the United States. 

 Detlef Junker 

"Political Myth, Symbolic Politics, and the Shaping of German National 

Identity in the 19th and 20th Centuries: The Case of Herman the 

German." 

Workshop with Andreas Dörner. Washington, D.C., September 14. 

Convener: Dietmar Schirmer. 

 

The fact that national identities—as collective identities in general—are not 

the effect of natural predisposition nor an outcome of historic determination 

can be considered a truism. Much less obvious is the answer to the question 

of how the social and cultural processes of identity formation actually work 

in a given historical context. At this workshop, political scientist Andreas 

Dörner (University of Magdeburg) presented and discussed the results of his 

major study on a particular aspect of the shaping of German national identity 

since the late eighteenth century: the construction, popularization, and 

transformation of "Herman the German" as the single most important figure 

within German national mythology. 

Dörner's starting point was Napoleon's occupation of Germany. In order 

to mobilize the nationally unconscious masses against the French occupiers, 

Prussia's military elite turned to the symbolic politics of national 

identification. The symbolic capital at hand was a cultural tradition of 

fictional and historical narration that had developed through the centuries. 

The task was to politicize and popularize the stock of this tradition. As it 

turned out, Herman the German—a mythological figure referring to the 

Germanic soldier Arminius who led a tribal rebellion against the Roman 

occupants which culminated in a battle at the Teuto- 


