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III. Institute News 

 

Alois Mertes Memorial Lecture 1995: A Summary 

On May 31, 1995, Professor Wolfgang Krieger of the Stiftung Wissenschaft 

and Politik, Ebenhausen, and the University of Munich presented the 

Institute's Fifth Alois Mertes Memorial Lecture. As in the past years, the 

lecture elicited great interest. 

In his presentation on "The Germans and the Nuclear Question," 

Professor Krieger addressed several different issues that Alois Mertes 

himself had dealt with intensively: first, how the unfolding of the nuclear 

age affected Germany's international position at different stages of the Cold 

War; second, how West German political leaders sought to deal with the 

issues arising from the nuclear arms race between the superpowers—a race 

that, to a considerable extent, took place on German soil with direct 

reference to the superpower struggle over Germany; and, third, how the 

German public viewed nuclear weapons issues. 

Starting with the failed efforts of German scientists during World War II 

to build an atomic bomb and the peculiar ways this failure was camouflaged 

by an outrage of the same scientists directed at the "inferior moral quality of 

the Americans," Professor Krieger looked at the controversial debates over 

nuclear armament of the Bundeswehr since the 1950s, its implications for 

the West German Ostpolitik, and the impact of nuclear policy on institutions 

and research. As Krieger argued, compared to its Western neighbors, 

Germany's non-nuclear status allowed the academic community and the 

country as a whole to think less about fundamental questions of war and 

peace and weakened a "realist" approach of foreign policy not only in 

academic circles but also among the public at large. 

As has been the case with the earlier lectures, Professor Krieger's address 

will be published in the Institute's series of Occasional Papers. 

  

 Martin H. Geyer 

 

 

GHI Summer Program 1995 

For the sixth time, with funding from the VW Foundation, the Institute 

sponsored a summer program in paleography and archival studies for 

advanced graduate students from the United States and Germany. The 1995 

program took eighteen doctoral students on a three-and-a-half- 
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week tour—with stops along the way-of archives and other research 

institutions relevant to the study of late modern German history. It consisted 

of a handwriting course, a lecture series, and visits to numerous federal, 

state, local, and specialized archives. The program began June 5 and ended 

June 28. 

We began in the Ruhr region, where we were hosted by the history 

faculty of Ruhr University in Bochum. Prof. Hans Mommsen welcomed the 

group at his university's international conference center, the 

"Beckmannshof," where he lectured on the renazification of Germany during 

the final year of World War II. During our stay in the Ruhr area, we visited 

archives in Dortmund and Essen. Several of the participants also had the 

chance to visit Bochum's mining museum, the one-of-a-kind 

Bergbaumuseum. 

From Bochum we headed west to Düsseldorf, where we were treated to 

an excellent introduction to the holdings of the main state archive of North-

Rhine Westphalia. The director, Prof. Dr. Ottfried Dascher, organized 

meetings with members of his staff as well as a fascinating tour through the 

facilities. Leaving Düsseldorf at the end of the day, we motored along the 

autobahn to Koblenz. Our ten-day stay in Koblenz was hosted by the 

Bundesarchiv and the Landeshauptarchiv. Prof. Dr. Friedrich Kahlenberg, 

the president of the Bundesarchiv, greeted the group warmly, and Dr. 

Michael Hollmann gave us a thoroughgoing tour of the building and 

introduced the participants to the mysteries of reading administrative 

documents. The course in German paleography was taught by Dr. Walter 

Rummel, who, as in years past, succeeded in guiding the beginners as well 

as more advanced students through the thicket of various historical forms of 

German handwriting (e.g., Sütterlin). 

Leaving the Deutsches Eck, we traveled next to the two German capitals, 

Bonn and Berlin. In Bonn we visited the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung and the 

Politisches Archiv of the Foreign Office. We then traveled by train to Berlin 

and detrained at the Zoo Station. Once ensconced in Berlin, we took the S-

Bahn to Potsdam, where we visited the Forschungsschwerpunkt 

Zeithistorische Studien. Prof. Konrad Jarausch of the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill gave a stimulating talk on the problems and politics 

of doing research on the history of the German Democratic Republic. He 

was joined by colleagues of the center, who in turn presented the various 

research projects now underway. The director of the Bundesarchiv Potsdam 

attempted to bring the group up to speed with regard to the changes 
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taking place in the Bundesarchiv, especially the relocation of huge numbers 

of record groups (for example, from Koblenz to Potsdam or Lichterfelde). 

At the Freie Universität we heard two provocative and interesting 

lectures by Profs. Wolfgang Wippermann, who spoke about minorities in 

German history, and Bernd Sösemann, who discussed the role of diaries and 

the promises and pitfalls of making critical editions of such sources. Once 

again, our visits to the Landesarchiv Berlin and the former SED archive 

were successful. However, the former SED archive and library are scheduled 

to be relocated soon to Lichterfelde in the western part of Berlin. 

At each institution we visited, archivists and/or librarians talked to the 

group about the history and use of their respective collections, about their 

facilities, and about the special problems of preservation, restoration, and 

acquisition. Throughout the program, the participants had ample opportunity 

to get to learn about each other's dissertation projects and to share 

information and tips on source material and on more profane matters. 

Institutions visited: 

Krupp Archiv, Villa Hügel, Essen 

Ruhr Universität Bochum, lectures by Prof. Dr. Hans Mommsen and Prof. 

Dr. Adelheid von Saldern 

Westfälisches Wirtschaftsarchiv and Mikrofilmarchiv, Dortmund Nordrhein-

Westfälisches Hauptstaatsarchiv, Düsseldorf Bundesarchiv Koblenz 

Archiv der Sozialen Demokratie der Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung and Politisches 

Archiv des Auswärtigen Amtes, Bonn Forschungsschwerpunkt 

Zeithistorische Studien and Bundesarchiv II, Potsdam 

Freie Universität Berlin, lectures by Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wippermann and 

Prof. Dr. Bernd Sösemann 

Universitätsarchiv and Archiv des Deutschen Instituts für Körperkultur, 

Leipzig 

Stiftungsarchiv der Parteien und Massenorganisationen der ehemaligen DDR 

im Bundesarchiv and Landesarchiv Berlin 

 

The Institute would like to thank the Volkswagen-Stiftung for its generous 

support of the Summer Program over the past six years. The program has 

enabled over ninety Ph.D. students from the United States 
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and Germany to learn about the workings of German archives from the 

inside, expose them to many different kinds of research institutions, and 

introduce them to German handwriting since the fifteenth century. Above 

all, the program has allowed participants to cultivate contacts and 

friendships among members of the next generation of German historians. 

Please note that, as of this writing, no Summer Program for 1996 has 

been planned. 

 Daniel S. Mattern 

 

 

1995/96 Fellows in Postwar German History 

With a grant from the Volkswagen-Stiftung, the American Institute for 

Contemporary German Studies and the GHI have begun the second year of 

the renewed joint program in postwar German history. Three scholars have 

taken up residential fellowships at the institutes to conduct their research in 

Washington, D.C. Their projects, while not closely related, all look at 

Germany's domestic policy developments after 1945. 

 

Dr. Richard Beyler, Research Center for Science, History and Theory, 

Berlin, works on science policy and democratization in post-1945 

Germany. His particular focus will be the interaction between West 

German policy makers and influential scientists vis-à-vis American 

officials and scientists after 1945. He resides at the German Historical 

Institute. 

Dr. Jan-Herman Brinks, State University Groningen, The Netherlands, 

examines the anti-fascist foundation myth of the GDR between 1945 and 

1961. He looks at both the ideology of anti-fascism and its 

implementation. He resides at the American Institute for Contemporary 

German Studies. 

Dr. Maria Mitchell, Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, PA, focuses 

her research on Christian democracy in occupied Germany and will 

investigate in particular the role of the Allies in the early postwar history 

of the German Christian Democratic Party. She resides at the American 

Institute for Contemporary German Studies. 

 

Under the auspices of the program, both institutes will conduct workshops 

and seminars with the fellows and other interested scholars. Please call for 

further details. 



 23 

 

 

Staff Changes 

Matthias Judt, Research Fellow, has returned to Berlin, where he is pursuing 

independent research. 

Dietmar Schirmer, Research Fellow, resumed his position as Wissen-

schaftlicher Mitarbeiter at the Otto-Suhr-Institut of the FU Berlin. 

 

 

New Internet Address 

The GHI has a new internet address: dhiusa@tribeca.ios.com. 

We do not have our own gopher or home page at the current time; 

however, we would like to remind people that many of our in-house 

publications are available on the H-German gopher. 

 

 

Recent Publications of the Institute 

We would like to announce the appearance of the following publications in 

our series with Cambridge University Press and with the Franz Steiner 

Verlag: 

 

Dirk Hoerder and Jörg Nagler, eds., People in Transit: German Migrations 

in Comparative Perspective, 1820-1930. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1995. 

R. Po-chia Hsia and Hartmut Lehmann, eds., In and Out of the Ghetto: 

Jewish-Gentile Relations in Late Medieval and Early Modern Germany. 

New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

Sibylle Quack, ed., Between Sorrow and Strength: Women Refugees of the 

Nazi Period. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

Mitchell G. Ash and Alfons Söllner, eds., Forced Migration and Scientific 

Change: Emigré German-speaking Scientists and Scholars after 1933. 

New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

Ute Mehnert, Deutschland, Amerika und die "Gelbe Gefahr". Zur Karriere 

eines Schlagworts in der Großen Politik 1905-1917. Stuttgart: Franz 

Steiner Verlag, 1995. 

Jürgen Heß, Hartmut Lehmann, and Volker Sellin (Hrsg.), Heidelberg 

1945/46. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1995. 

mailto:dhiusa@tribeca.ios.com

