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I. Preface 

 

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

With the following remarks, I would like to continue the tradition that I established with 

my introduction to the previous issue of the Bulletin. Accordingly, let me take this 

opportunity to inform you about certain events and developments at the German 

Historical Institute that may be of interest to you. 

Since I assumed my new position on October 1, 1994, a great many discussions with 

members of the Academic Advisory Council, the Institute's research fellows, and 

colleagues in both Germany and the United States have contributed to the shaping of 

concrete plans for the Institute's scholarly activities in the near future. As promised in the 

fall Bulletin, I will now report on these projects in some detail. 

The point of departure of all our discussions was the inherent and inevitable tension 

between two demands that the Institute has to address at the same time but that, in the 

light of diminishing resources, can be met only with limited success. On the one hand, 

there is the dictate of diversity, i.e. the desire to cooperate with a large number of 

historians of different epochs and of various historical disciplines covering as many 

regions of the United Sates as possible; on the other hand, we also need to concentrate 

our scarce resources, to find a focus for the Institute's scholarly activities, and thus to 

provide the research at the GHI with a clearly recognizable profile. A program that would 

emphasize exclusively the aspect of diversity might be open to the charge of 

arbitrariness; yet, by concentrating on a single area, one could easily be accused of one-

sidedness and partiality, particularly by those who felt that they were left out. Of course, 

every decision for someone or something is also, at the same time, a decision against 

someone or something else. To me, this dilemma could be overcome only by a pragmatic 

solution—i.e., by trying, in a decisive "not only . . . but also," to answer to the dictate of 

both diversity and concentration. Let me, therefore, use the leitmotif of diversity to 

introduce the scholarly conferences and symposia planned by the Institute, before turning 

to the future research focus of the Institute. 

First of all, there is the symposium in honor of the late Erich Angermann, who, for all 

intents and purposes, was the founding father of the Institute. To be held in Washington 

from June 8 to 10, 1995, this symposium was suggested by my predecessor, Professor 

Hartmut Lehmann, and conceived and organized by Professor Hermann Wellenreuther of 

Göttingen. In wide-ranging sessions, it will deal with the 
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intricate mesh of transatlantic activities and relationships, such as transatlantic faiths and 

beliefs; transatlantic ideologies and perceptions of the other; people in the transatlantic 

world: the perception of self; transatlantic politics and economics; and transatlantic 

history and American exceptionalism. 

Two of the Institute's research fellows, Drs. Susan Strasser and Matthias Judt, have 

prepared an international conference on "The Development of Twentieth-Century 

Consumer Society," which will meet in Washington in October. Methodologically, the 

focus of this conference will also be on a comparison between the United States and 

Europe. 

Most of the conferences planned for 1996 can also be characterized by the leitmotif of 

diversity. To begin with, Professor Johannes Fried of Frankfurt and Professor Patrick 

Geary of UCLA will convene a conference of German and American medievalists in 

Heidelberg in September; its topic will be "Imagination, Ritual, Memory, Historiography: 

Conceptions of the Past in the Middle Ages." Professor Jürgen Heideking (Cologne) is 

cooperating with Professor John Kaminski (Madison, Wisc.) and Dr. Peter Becker of the 

Institute in organizing an international conference on "Republicanism and Liberalism in 

the United States and Germany from the Late 18th to the Early 19th Centuries," which is 

scheduled to be held at the University of Wisconsin in Madison in October 1996. 

Professor Stig Förster (Bern) is currently preparing the third in a series of conferences on 

the overall theme of the development of total war in the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries. Entitled "How Total was the Great War? Germany, France, Great Britain and 

the United States, 1914-1918," this conference is sponsored jointly by the German 

Historical Institutes in Washington and London and will most likely take place in Bern. 

In the coming years, we will continue the Institute's successful tradition of 

organizing international scholarly conferences and symposia on as wide a variety of 

topics in German and American history as possible. 

The new research focus at the Institute has to do with the end of the Cold War and 

Hegel's insight that the Owl of Minerva, the bird of wisdom, does not take to flight until 

dusk. In an effort to sum up the research in this field, we are planning, over the next few 

years, to edit and publish a handbook on "Germany and the United States in the Cold 

War, 1945-1989"; it will include contributions by historians, political scientists, 

economists, and possibly some representatives of other disciplines. On June 1 and 2, a 

small group of scholars from the United States and Germany will meet in Washington for 

two days of brainstorming about the size, structure, and contents of this handbook. We 
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also intend to discuss the intermediate research results, and especially that of the principal 

essays, at a conference prior to the publication of the handbook. We hope to be able to 

attract many qualified scholars from Germany and the United States as contributors to 

this endeavor. 

The emphasis on the Cold War is evident as well in an international conference on the 

theme of "1968." Conceived and organized by Professor Carole Fink (Ohio State 

University) and myself, with the assistance of Philipp Gassert, a research fellow at the 

Institute, this conference will take place at the Wissenschaftszentrum in Berlin from May 

23 to 25, 1996. Starting from the hypothesis that 1968 constituted the watershed of the 

Cold War, historians from Europe and the United States will, for the first time, try to 

analyze the global significance of that year for international relations as well as for the 

domestic politics of various countries. The conference will include the following 

sessions: "The Shift in the World Economy," "The International Structure of the Second 

Cold War," "The Legacy of 1968 in Domestic Politics," "Social Ferment," "Sounds and 

Visual Images of 1968," and "1968: Assumptions and Consequences." 

The Cold War, the German question, and international relations also were the themes 

of two conferences held in the spring of 1995 in Mannheim and Berlin, respectively, that 

are summarized in this Bulletin. Similarly, the forthcoming Fifth Alois Mertes Memorial 

Lecture, to be delivered at the Institute by Professor Wolfgang Krieger of Munich on 

"The Germans and the Nuclear Question" on May 31, can be viewed in this overall 

context. 

Last but not least, I would like to comment on important staff decisions. In its attempt 

to select a highly qualified scholar as the new Deputy Director of the Institute, the 

Academic Advisory Council, too, was guided by the precept of diversity. We are very 

pleased that, with the appointment of Dr. Martin H. Geyer of Cologne, we have won a 

young scholar whose research emphasizes the area of social history. We are convinced 

that he will greatly contribute to the program of the Institute and significantly enhance its 

profile. We wish him a productive and stimulating time in Washington. I would also like 

to welcome our new librarian, Iris Golumbeck. We are convinced that her solid 

experience and expertise will contribute to maintaining the library as a valuable center of 

research. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Detlef Junker 


