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against its foster parent. The ensuing discussion illustrated that Americanization presents 

a paradigm that often raises more questions than it answers. Still, the concept provides a 

useful point of departure for exploring the expansion of American influence in post-war 

Germany. American reform efforts after 1945, as the workshop made clear, responded to 

the distinct German need for a democratic role model and subsequently initiated a 

bilateral process of political and cultural change that left ample room for autonomous 

German reforms. The debate about the Americanization of Germany thus touches on a 

rich area for future research that should test prevailing notions of modernization and 

identity formation in post-war Germany by a rigorous examination of historical and 

contemporary case studies. 

The contributions to the workshop will be published under the auspices of the joint 

AICGS-GHI program. 

 Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt 

 

 

Germans and Jews: Continuity and Change in Attitudes and Relationships over 

Five Decades. 

 

Workshop at the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies on April 6, 1995. 

Supported by the German Marshall Fund. 

 

As part of its ongoing seminar series supported by the German Marshall Fund and in the 

framework of the joint AICGS-GHI program, the American Institute also hosted a one-

day workshop that examined the interactions between Germans and Jews in the 

immediate post-war period and since 1989. German-Jewish relations after 1945 form a 

special relationship between Germany, Israel, American Jews, and a multitude of other 

Jewish communities. Germany's relations with the state of Israel and with other Jewish 

communities, and Germany's dealing with the Holocaust and its resulting obligations to 

the Jews, form major aspects of Germany's democratization after 1945 and test its 

commitment to democratic values. These questions served as the agenda of a meeting that 

aimed to discuss the state of a field of research that has been surprisingly unexplored. 

Frank Stern (Tel Aviv University and Columbia University) described Jewish life in 

Germany after the end of the war. Drawing on his research over many years, Stern 

depicted the continuity of anti-Semitism in post-1945 Germany; the difficult quest of 

Jewish communi- 
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ties to reconstruct themselves in a largely hostile or, at best, indifferent environment; and 

the transmutations of German-Jewish communities in the context of the formation of a 

Jewish state as well as Jewish emigration to the United States. Stern presented rich 

evidence of antagonisms between Germans and Jews that continued despite German 

efforts at reconciliation with Israel. These attempts left actual relations between Germans 

and the remnants of the Jewish community in Germany largely untouched. Stern's 

historical analysis underscored that German attitudes toward Jews after 1945 influenced 

the subsequent course of German-Jewish relations at large. 

Angelika Timm of the Humboldt University and a current AICGS-GHI fellow 

discussed official SED policy toward Israel and Jews in the GDR. Her presentation 

likewise described how the GDR sought to distance itself from the Holocaust; she 

showed how, because of the discrepancy between East Germany's Nazi past and its new 

communist and anti-fascist identity that denied any responsibility for the Holocaust, anti-

Semitism was allowed to flourish. Timm thus presented material that questioned the 

"anti-fascist transformation" as well as the approach to old and new anti-Semitism of the 

new political elite in East Germany in the late 1940s and early 1950s. In addition, she 

addressed East German policies toward Israel during 1989-90. 

Lily Gardner Feldman (AICGS) examined West Germany's attempts at reconciliation 

by comparing Germany's relations with Israel as well as with the American Jewish 

community. She underscored that Germany's attempt at reconciliation with Israel 

represented a main agenda of post-war German foreign policy. Gardner Feldman's 

exposition emphasized that the ongoing question of Germany's way of dealing with the 

Holocaust and its continuing obligations forms a litmus test of the country's 

democratization. In this larger context, she argued, Germany's relations with the 

American Jewish community constitutes another special relationship that complements 

the official governmental policy and opens up the larger agenda of interactions between 

German and Jewish political and cultural elites. 

Björn Krondorfer (St. Mary's College of Maryland) described the exchange program 

that he developed, which seeks to foster a discussion of the Holocaust in meetings of 

third-generation American Jews and Germans. These youth contacts, Krondorfer argued, 

help to supplant the still prevalent denial of the past by starting an honest discussion of 

the Holocaust, thus preparing reconciliation between German and American Jewish 

youth. 
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In the ensuing discussion, Frank Stem strongly questioned Krondorfer's use of the 

concept of reconciliation, pointing to its Christian roots. Stern argued that reconciliation 

after the Holocaust, from the point of view of surviving Jews and their grandchildren, is 

not possible and that a constructive and honest German-Jewish relationship should 

recognize this. The discussion at this and at several other points took up the question of 

Jewish identities and Jewish representation in interactions with Germany. The present 

reality of a multitude of unresolved problems in the aftermath of the Holocaust does not 

allow, as the discussion made clear, for any approach to deal with the past and present of 

German-Jewish relations that falls short of a critical reevaluation of the pertinent 

questions of identities, cultural values, and responsibilities. 

The memory of the Holocaust and the way in which Germany faces its history and its 

relationship with Jewish communities thus form a central aspect of German post-war 

history and contemporary politics. The presentations and discussions in this workshop 

strongly suggested that this topic constitutes a substantial research agenda. The contribu-

tions to this workshop will be published by the joint AICGS-GHI program. 

 

 Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt 

 

 

Post-War German History Research Seminar 

The concluding workshop in the joint program in post-war German history, which is 

sponsored by the Volkswagen Foundation, will take place at the American Institute for 

Contemporary German Studies on May 2 and 3, 1995. In the first part of the workshop, 

this year's fellows, Drs. Karl-Heinz Ftissl, Angelika Timm, and Bernd Stöver, will 

present their research results, and three specialists in their respective fields will comment: 

Professors Frank Trommler, Angela Stent, and Jeffrey Peck. The fellows' work provides 

an opportunity for broader discussion about the nature of the research agenda for 

historians and political scientists studying post-war German history, which will be 

addressed by Professors Diethelm Prowe and Hans-Georg Betz in the second half of the 

program. 


