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I. A Greeting from the New Director  

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

 

As many of you may know, on October 1, 1994, I became the new Director of the 

German Historical Institute in Washington, D.C. I arrived in Washington in the midst of 

the Institute's busy schedule of activities, and I was fortunate to be able to assume my 

duties after having received something of a "flying start." In what can only be described 

as a truly seamless succession, I flew to Washington in the very airplane that a little later 

was to take my immediate predecessor, Professor Hartmut Keil, back to Germany. As the 

Acting Director for the past year, Professor Keil managed the Institute's affairs with great 

diligence and prudence. We wish him the best of luck in his new position as Professor of 

American History at the University of Leipzig. 

Thanks to the pioneering efforts of Professor Hartmut Lehmann, as well as the 

dedicated work of the deputy directors and research fellows, the Institute has gained a 

distinct scholarly profile since its establishment in 1987 and has earned an excellent 

reputation on both sides of the Atlantic. Thanks to the commitment of Dieter H. 

Schneider-who is more meticulous in financial matters than even the head of the pro-

verbial Prussian Oberrechnungskammer—and the entire administrative and library staff, I 

have been able to take over an organization that is in fine shape. The confidence that both 

the Academic Advisory Council and the Board of Trustees vested in me calls for a 

careful consideration of this legacy in the development of new emphases for the Institute. 

I will outline some of these new plans in the next Bulletin. 

During the first week of my tenure, I already had the chance to get acquainted with 

the depth and breadth of the scholarship of my American colleagues in the field of 

German history, as well as with their concerns about Germany, by attending the annual 

meeting of the German Studies Association in Dallas and a colloquium organized by 

Professor Georg Iggers in Buffalo. That same week also saw the opening of the Institute's 

Fall Lecture Series on New Work in American History with a talk by Professor Thomas J. 

Knock on "George McGovern and Food for Peace." 

Before the end of the year, a number of events will take place at the Institute: the Fall 

Lecture Series; the Third Annual Symposium of the Friends of the German Historical 

Institute; and the Annual Lecture, delivered by Professor M. Rainer Lepsius of the 

University of Heidelberg on "United Germany: Nation-Building and Social Integration," 



 6 

 

with comments by Professors Stephen Kalberg of Boston University and Seymour Martin 

Lipset of George Mason University. In addition, we will welcome the Institute's 

Academic Advisory Council for its annual business meeting. 

Finally, I would like to mention that, on November 22, I will be officially instated in 

my new position. My inaugural address will be entitled "The Manichaean Trap: 

American Perceptions of the German Empire, 1871-1945." 

I look forward to several years of stimulating and fruitful interaction with my 

American and German colleagues and hope that the Institute will remain an exciting 

place for cooperative and comparative scholarly endeavors. 

 

With best wishes, 

Detlef Junker 


