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II. Accounts of Recent Conferences Sponsored or Co-Sponsored by the 

Institute 

Culture, Knowledge and Healing: Historical Perspectives of Homeopathic 

Medicine in Europe and North America. 

University of California, San Francisco, April 5-7. Co-sponsored by the Department of 

the History of Health Sciences and the Robert Bosch Foundation, Stuttgart. Conveners: 

Günter B. Risse and Robert Jütte. 

Participation in this conference was restricted to a select group of scholars, and the 

format allowed for an extensive and spirited discussion of the papers, which had been 

circulated beforehand. The program was divided into four sessions: homeopathy as 

"alternative" medicine: historical perspectives; the evolution of homeopathy: Europe and 

America; the construction of homeopathic knowledge; and homeopathy revisited: 

patients and practitioners. 

Leading off the first session was a paper by John Harley Warner (New Haven) on 

"Homeopathy and Professional Orthodoxy in Nineteenth-Century America." Warner 

examined the reciprocal influences in professional identity of homeopaths and allopaths 

and the increasing efforts by leaders of the new "scientific" medicine to marginalize 

homeopathy as the "other" toward the end of the nineteenth century. Robert Jütte's "Who 

is a Legitimate Physician?" dealt broadly with developments in Germany, including the 

importance of semantics in categorizing notions such as regular and irregular, orthodox 

and unorthodox, and the meaning of Schulmedizin to denote rationality and theoretical 

coherence. Naomi Rogers (New Haven), in turn, discussed the shifting fortunes of 

homeopathy within shifting concepts of science in her paper "American Homeopathy 

Confronts Scientific Medicine." 

The second session included the work of Renate Wittern (Erlangen) on "The Spread 

of Homeopathy in Nineteenth-Century Germany," Olivier Faure's "The Introduction of 

Homeopathy into France in the Nineteenth Century, 1830-1870," and Jim T. Connor's 

"Hahnemann Heads North: Homeopathy and Medical Pluralism in Canada." Each paper 

presented the fortunes of homeopathy within specific national developments of 

urbanization, medical professionalization, and popular beliefs. 
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On the next day, Reinhard Schtippel (Ulm) discussed the distinctive German flavor of 

American homeopathy through the prism of one practitioner in his paper, "Constantine 

Hering's Influence on American Homeopathy and Medical Education." Focusing on 

developments on the other coast, Joseph Schmidt presented a paper, "Homeopathy in the 

American West: Its German Connections," highlighting events in the Bay Area and the 

University of California at San Francisco. The session ended with Arnold Michalowski's 

(Stuttgart) examination of scientific correspondence in "Communication between 

American and German Homeopathic Physicians." 

The final session included an interesting case study prepared by Dörte Staudt 

(Mannheim): the development of a lay homeopathic association, the "Hahnemannia" in 

Württemberg, Germany, during the 1870s. A comparative analysis by Martin Dinges 

(Stuttgart), "The Role of Medical Societies in the Professionalization of Homeopathic 

Physicians in Germany and the U.S.," and Eberhard Wolff's (Tübingen) paper on 

homeopathy and the smallpox vaccination, which probed the negotiations taking place 

late in the nineteenth century between homeopaths and regular physicians, completed the 

program. 

One of the goals of this conference was to bring the history of homeopathy within the 

broader context of contemporary work being carried out in "regular" medical history and 

reexamine homeopathy's status as an "alternative" system. Another objective was to 

employ a comparative approach to determine the shifting fortunes of Hahnemann's 

medicine within national professional frameworks. At the end, it seemed clear to all the 

participants that much more work is needed before a fuller picture will emerge. Still 

unexplored are the issues of gender, religion, ethnicity, and politics and their influence in 

shaping the "otherness" of homeopathy. However, a first important step has been taken, 

and we hope to publish a collection of the papers in the Institute's Cambridge University 

Press series. 

 Günter B. Risse 

 

 

Germany and Versailles: Seventy-five Years After. 

Berkeley, CA, April 28-May 1, 1994. Co-sponsored by the Center for German and 

European Studies of the University of California at Berkeley and the Gerda Henkel 

Foundation. Conveners: Manfred F. Boemeke, Gerald D. Feldman, Lisa Glaser-Schmidt. 


