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On the next day, Reinhard Schtippel (Ulm) discussed the distinctive German flavor of 

American homeopathy through the prism of one practitioner in his paper, "Constantine 

Hering's Influence on American Homeopathy and Medical Education." Focusing on 

developments on the other coast, Joseph Schmidt presented a paper, "Homeopathy in the 

American West: Its German Connections," highlighting events in the Bay Area and the 

University of California at San Francisco. The session ended with Arnold Michalowski's 

(Stuttgart) examination of scientific correspondence in "Communication between 

American and German Homeopathic Physicians." 

The final session included an interesting case study prepared by Dörte Staudt 

(Mannheim): the development of a lay homeopathic association, the "Hahnemannia" in 

Württemberg, Germany, during the 1870s. A comparative analysis by Martin Dinges 

(Stuttgart), "The Role of Medical Societies in the Professionalization of Homeopathic 

Physicians in Germany and the U.S.," and Eberhard Wolff's (Tübingen) paper on 

homeopathy and the smallpox vaccination, which probed the negotiations taking place 

late in the nineteenth century between homeopaths and regular physicians, completed the 

program. 

One of the goals of this conference was to bring the history of homeopathy within the 

broader context of contemporary work being carried out in "regular" medical history and 

reexamine homeopathy's status as an "alternative" system. Another objective was to 

employ a comparative approach to determine the shifting fortunes of Hahnemann's 

medicine within national professional frameworks. At the end, it seemed clear to all the 

participants that much more work is needed before a fuller picture will emerge. Still 

unexplored are the issues of gender, religion, ethnicity, and politics and their influence in 

shaping the "otherness" of homeopathy. However, a first important step has been taken, 

and we hope to publish a collection of the papers in the Institute's Cambridge University 

Press series. 

 Günter B. Risse 

 

 

Germany and Versailles: Seventy-five Years After. 

Berkeley, CA, April 28-May 1, 1994. Co-sponsored by the Center for German and 

European Studies of the University of California at Berkeley and the Gerda Henkel 

Foundation. Conveners: Manfred F. Boemeke, Gerald D. Feldman, Lisa Glaser-Schmidt. 
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The Paris Peace Conference of 1919 and the resulting Treaty of Versailles, which 

attempted to settle many of the longstanding international problems that had only been 

exacerbated by four years of unprecedented carnage and destruction, constitute a critical 

juncture in the history of the twentieth-century European political order. Even today, the 

treaty between the Allied and Associated Powers and the German Empire of June 28, 

1919, evokes strong, and usually highly critical, reactions. Although the impact of John 

Maynard Keynes' cruel indictment of the conference and its main protagonists has been 

lessened over the years by the findings of less polemical scholarly studies, the peace 

settlement is generally regarded as a missed opportunity and a dismal failure for both the 

victors and the vanquished. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the signing of the Versailles Treaty seemed an 

excellent opportunity for a reassessment of the negotiations at Paris and for a fresh look 

at the interaction among the various powers in the process of peacemaking after total war. 

By inviting more than thirty scholars from Great Britain, the United States, Canada, 

France, Switzerland, and Germany, the intention was to approach the subject from a truly 

international and comparative perspective that would avoid the shortcomings and 

limitations of previous research conducted largely in the national historiographic 

traditions of the major participants. Moreover, in order to take into account the fact that 

the peace conference was more than a mere gathering of great statesmen practicing the art 

of traditional diplomacy, the invited scholars represented a variety of historiographical 

emphases: diplomatic, political, military, economic, social, and cultural. We were hopeful 

that this international and interdisciplinary approach might set the future research agenda 

in the field and result in a new synthesis on the Paris Peace Conference and the Treaty of 

Versailles. 

The conference opened with an introductory lecture by Ronald Steel, who addressed a 

number of questions that the peacemakers of 1919 had to confront and that have 

continued to plague the relations among the European nations throughout the twentieth 

century: the dismemberment of multi-ethnic states; nationalist ambitions and civil war; 

the creation of small independent states according to the principle of self-determination; 

ethnic tensions and violence; the growth of rightwing extremism; the role of 

multinational and supranational bodies; and the position of Germany in central Europe. 

The conference program then followed the chronology of the peace negotiations by 

organizing its panels accordingly. The first session set 
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out to delineate the war aims and peace plans of the major European belligerents, as well 

as their strategies in light of the armistice agreement and the Wilsonian peace program. 

The following session addressed the relationship between the domestic and foreign 

policies by examining the internal pressures and constraints faced by the British, French, 

American, and German delegations at Paris. 

Subsequent sessions concentrated on the most important aspects of the peace 

conference—such as territorial settlements, the minorities question, the role of the Soviet 

Union, and the attempts to create a new international political and economic order—as 

well contemporary criticism and early attempts at a revision of the treaty. As in Paris, the 

most lively discussions at the Berkeley conference centered on the reparations issue and 

the question of whether or not Germany was able to fulfill the Allied demands. A final 

round-table discussion reassessed the main themes of the conference, and one participant 

summed up what emerged as the sober consensus of the Berkeley conference: Germany 

had started an unjust war in 1914 and had to accept an imperfect peace by the force of the 

circumstances it had created. 

In general, however, the participants agreed that the Versailles Treaty, although 

seriously flawed by a lack of coordination between its major parts, represented an honest 

attempt by the United States and the Allied Powers to create a durable peace. The 

discussions at Berkeley made it clear that the organizational constraints during the 

negotiations at Paris did not allow the drafting of a perfect peace treaty. At the time, 

however, the statesmen at Paris believed that many of the remaining problems could be 

addressed by the future cooperation between the United States and the European Allies. 

More than anything, it was the failure on the part of the United States to commit itself to 

the new international system by joining the League of Nations that constituted the main 

reason for the early demise of the Paris order. 

We intend to publish the revised conference papers as a volume in the Publications of 

the German Historical Institute by Cambridge University Press. According to the 

unanimous decision of the participants, the book will be dedicated to the memory of our 

colleague William C. McNeil. 
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Conference Program: 

Keynote Lecture Ronald Steel: 1919 - 1945 - 1989 

Session 1: Peace Planning and the Actualities of the Armistice 

Chair: Gerhard L. Weinberg 

Klaus Schwabe: German Peace Aims and the Domestic and International Constraints; 

David French: Britain and the Armistice Agreement; David Stevenson: French War Aims 

and Peace Planning; Thomas J. Knock: Wilsonian Concepts and International Realities at 

the End of the War; Comment: Alan Sharp, Lloyd E. Ambrosius 

Session 2: The Peacemakers and Their Homefronts 

Chair: John M. Cooper 

Erik Goldstein: The British; Georges-Henri Soutou: The French; Lawrence Gelfand: The 

Americans; Fritz Klein: The Germans; Comment: Antony Lentin 

Evening Lecture 

Carole Fink: The Minorities Question at the Paris Peace Conference Introduction 

and Comment: Betty Miller Unterberger 

 

Session 3: The Reconstruction of Europe and the Settlement of Accounts  

Chair: Peter Hayes 

Stephen A. Schuker: The Rhineland Question; Piotr S. Wandycz: The Polish Question; 

Sally Marks: The Reparations Question; Niall Ferguson: The Balance of Payments 

Question; Comment: Gerald D. Feldman 

Session 4: The Legacy and Consequences of Versailles 

Chair: Diane S. Clemens 

Jon Jacobson: Old Diplomacy vs. New: The Problem of the Soviet Union; William 

Keylor: Versailles and International Diplomacy; Elisabeth Glaser-Schmidt: Versailles 

and the International Economic Order; Antoine Fleury: The League of Nations; 

Comment: Diane B. Kunz 

 

Session 5: Antecedents and Aftermath: Reflections on the War Guilt Question and the 

Settlement 

Chair: George H. Nash 

André Kaspi: The French Historians; Wolfgang J. Mommsen: Max Weber and Versailles; 

William C. Widenor: American Critics of the Versailles Settlement; Michael G. Fry: 

British Revisionism; Comment: Gordon Martel 

Panel Discussion: Peacemaking after Total War 

Chair: Diane B. Kunz 

Panelists: Volker Berghahn, Manfred F Boemeke, Kendrick A. Clements, Stig Förster 

 Manfred F. Boemeke 

 Lisa Glaser-Schmidt 


