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The Misogyny of Scholars (Mysogynia Eruditorum).  

Workshop with William Clark, Washington, D.C., May 16, 1994. 

 

At this workshop, William Clark of Göttingen University gave an impressive talk on 

early modern attitudes of scholars toward women, using slides to demonstrate some of his 

arguments. In his presentation, he drew on the results of his extensive research on the 

history of German scholarship in the early modern period. 

Clark's main sources for this particular project were pictorial representations and 

student manuals, in which he traced misogynic attitudes in three different realms. First, 

he studied images designed by the authorities (masters, teachers, preachers, professors, 

and moralists), which depicted women in a two-fold way. The "real" woman was 

demonized and shown as posing an extreme danger to a student's scholarly future. With 

the attractiveness of her body, she could alienate the young scholar from a promising 

career and saddle him with the reality of fatherhood. The allegorical woman, in contrast, 

represented the embodiment of knowledge. The message that comes across is that the 

student has to make a choice between the dangerous real woman and the allegorical 

woman. 

Second, Clark studied images produced by the students themselves. In analyzing this 

material, he found that the student culture of the early modern period was so highly 

dominated by male rituals that women had no place in it. This evidence supports the 

argument that there was strong resistance by students toward women attempting to 

intrude on the academic scene. The student who was expected to pursue the career of a 

scholar was the least sexualized one. 

The image of the scholar as a highly desexualized being can also be found in a third 

realm: the misogyny of scholars as conceived by the professors for themselves. The 

successful scholar was depicted here as a desexualized persona who should be a kind of 

objektiver Geist, or disembodied spirit. Starting with the assumption, in the European 

tradition, that the feminine figure embodies sexuality, Clark argued that the misogyny of 

scholars served to keep knowledge and scholarly work free of the disturbing and possibly 

deteriorating influences of the body and its sexuality. 

In her commentary, Jane Caplan extended the period under study into the nineteenth 

and twentieth centuries. She tried to focus more on the actual role that real women—the 

wives, daughters, and other relatives of scholars—actually had. Her comments inspired a 

highly re- 
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warding discussion that was an appropriate conclusion to Clark's stimulating 

presentation. 

 Peter Becker 

 

 

Some Observations on Historical Thought and Historical Writing in 18th-Century 

Europe. 

Workshop with Georg C. Iggers, Washington, D.C., May 19, 1994. 

Under the above title, Georg C. Iggers presented a paper that will ultimately be a chapter 

of a book on European historiography from the eighteenth century to the present. The 

central topic of the paper was to defend the historiography of the Enlightenment against 

the criticism of nineteenth-century historicists. Enlightenment historiography, Iggers 

argued, was neither ahistorical and mechanistic nor lacking a critical attitude toward the 

sources. Critics, especially those wedded to the German academic tradition, have gravely 

underestimated its diversity, which signaled a transition from the predominance of 

traditional Christian ideas to the "scientific" and professionalized approach of the 

nineteenth century. The historiography of the Enlightenment marked the beginning of 

modern historical scholarship by assuming coherent social and temporal structures and 

trying to establish a coherent narrative based on a coherent critical method. But, unlike its 

"scientific" successors, Iggers concluded, this historiography was not yet dominated by 

the Eurocentric and nationalistic assumptions of the nineteenth century. 

 Manfred Berg 

Xenophobia, Racism, Nativism, and National Identity in Germany and the United 

States: A Comparative Perspective on the Conditions of Intolerance. 

German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., June 8-11. Co-sponsored by the 

Stifterverband für die Deutsche Wissenschaft. Conveners: Dietmar Schirmer and Norbert 

Finzsch. 

Following the rise of violence against minorities and a general intolerance of groups not 

considered full members of society in Germany, the issues of xenophobia, racism, 

nativism, and national identity have gained importance in public and scholarly debates. 

With this conference, 


