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Illusions of Affinity: The United States and Weimar Germany. 

Panel sponsored by the GHI at the 20th Annual Meeting of the Society for Historians of 

American Foreign Relations (SHAFR). Bentley College, Waltham, MA. June 23-26, 

1994. 

The 20th Annual Meeting of SHAFR had no formal overall topic, as is the custom. 

Nevertheless, the focus of the plenary sessions and many panels was clearly on the 

history of the Cold War and its changing interpretations by historians after its demise. 

Surprisingly, many of the participants of the debates on orthodoxy, revisionism, and 

post-revisionism seem not to have changed their views very much. The high profile of 

German-American topics during the conference indicates that the relations between 

Germany and the U.S. continue to be of lively interest to diplomatic historians of both 

countries. 

The German Historical Institute sponsored a session entitled "Illusions of Affinity: 

The United States and Weimar Germany." Organized by Manfred Berg, the panel 

focused on the mutual perceptions and misperceptions of Germans and Americans 

during the transitional period from open conflict to close cooperation between the two 

countries. Lloyd E. Ambrosius (University of Nebraska) served as chair and 

commentator of the session. The papers presented were: Anja Schüler (Free University 

of Berlin), "American Women and the 'Horror on the Rhine': Rape, Racism, and the 

International Women's Movement"; Manfred Berg (German Historical Institute, 

Washington, D.C.), "'Safe for Democracy'? American Perceptions of Weimar Domestic 

and Foreign Politics, 1924-1929"; and Bernard V. Burke (Portland State University), 

"Ambassador Sackett, Chancellor Brüning, and the Nazis." 

The Institute also contributed to the conference with another talk given by Matthias 

Judt. In a panel that addressed the topic "The United States, the Soviet Union, and East 

Germany, 1945-1953," Judt presented a paper entitled "From Destruction to Integration: 

Soviet Interests in Postwar Germany." A. James McAdams (University of Notre Dame) 

chaired the session. Papers were also given by Chuck Pennacchio (University of 

Colorado, Boulder), who dealt with the role of East German communists in the Berlin 

airlift crisis, and Valur Ingimundarson (Columbia University), who spoke on the 

Eisenhower and Adenauer governments and the East German uprising of June 1953. 
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