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(Univ. of Mississippi) explored the phenomenon of the birth of an American civil religion 

in the South between the Civil War and World War I. 

"Preparing Nations for War" was the topic of the last session, during which Paul A.C. 

Koistinen (California State Univ., Northridge) and Gerald D. Feldman (Univ. of 

California, Berkeley) addressed, respectively, "The Political Economy of Warfare in 

America, 1865-1914," and economic preparations (or the lack thereof) for a major 

European war in Imperial Germany. Bruce White (Univ. of Toronto) examined the 

relationship between war preparations and racial and ethnic identity in the United States, 

while Volker Berghahn (Brown Univ.) pointed to the role that a new German national 

identity assumed in the preparations for war. The two final papers of the conference dealt 

with political and diplomatic questions. Raimund Lammersdorf's (Free Univ. of Berlin) 

presentation focused on the efforts by Theodore Roosevelt to prevent a major 

conflagration among the European powers, and Jost Dülffer (Univ. Cologne) charted the 

tortuous course of the Imperial governments from chancellors Caprivi to Bethmann 

Hollweg that led to increasing tensions among the major European powers and 

culminated in the outbreak of the war. 

There was a strong feeling by all the participants that a comparative approach of this 

kind, although not without its limitations, can illuminate and put into perspective many 

facets of national historical experiences. Similarly, the concept of total war, with all its 

ambiguities and problems of definition, proved a highly interesting and useful tool for an 

analysis of major developments in Germany and the United States in the era bounded by 

the momentous wars of the mid-nineteenth century and the outbreak of the first conflict 

that brought the two countries together as antagonists in the early twentieth century. This 

latter aspect we hope to be able to examine in detail at a conference in 1996. 

 Manfred F. Boemeke 

Race and Ethnicity: Relations between African Americans and Ethnic Groups in 

American Society. 

German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C. September 21-24. Co-sponsored by the 

Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of American History and National Museum 

of African-American History and the 



 20 

 

Department of History, University of Maryland, College Park. Conveners: Ira Berlin, 

Spencer R. Crew, James O. Horton, Hartmut Keil, Elizabeth Alice White. 

The conference explored recent historical and theoretical approaches to the study of race 

and ethnicity. Its interdisciplinary focus brought the disciplines of history, anthropology, 

social science, and musicology into dialogue about the challenge of historical 

representation of race and ethnicity. The keynote lecture was given by C. Vann 

Woodward, a pioneer in the historical study of race relations in America. His talk, 

"Recent Paradoxes in American Race," addressed the inherent problems in the language 

and categories used to discuss race in both historical and contemporary debates. The 

problems of definition and representation of both race and ethnicity fueled much of the 

discussion over the course of the conference, especially the issue of "whiteness" and the 

"whitening" of ethnic groups as well as definitions of "blackness." 

The first session, "Ideologies of Race and Ethnicity," dealt with the problems of 

definition and categorization directly. Michael Blakey discussed the similarities of 

physical characteristics across "racial" lines to refute historical claims of the biological 

specificity of race. Alan Kraut demonstrated how the containment of bubonic plague by 

city health officials in turn-of-the-century San Francisco conflated the location of 

epidemic with race and community in Chinatown. The second session examined the 

relationship between Cubans and blacks in Miami and the corresponding experiences of 

race in Cuba itself. In the third session, Tom Sugrue discussed the importance of class 

and ethnic identity in the politics of urban neighborhoods in post-World War II Detroit 

and the consequences for New Deal Liberalism. Brenda Stevenson dissected the trial of 

Latasha Harlins and Soon Ja Du in Los Angeles, suggesting that the relationship between 

race and gender played an important role in shaping the substance of the trial and Soon Ja 

Du's sentence. 

The fourth panel explored the work experiences of both white ethnic and African-

American women, focusing on issues of autonomy both inside and outside the work 

place. The fifth session, "The Civil Rights Movement and Black-Jewish Relations," 

examined the tensions between blacks and Jews in personal and political terms. Hasia 

Diner demonstrated the ways in which Jews understood black suffering through their own 

language of suffering and how the Jewish press represented their common political 

agenda in the early twentieth century. Cheryl Greenberg examined the central role that 

class played in the fragile political 



 21 

 

alliance between blacks and Jews in the period between 1930 and 1960. Stephen 

Whitfield, speaking about the present, postulated that the recent anti-Semitism of leaders 

of the Nation of Islam was irrational. Clayborne Carson, in his comment, pointed out that 

Whitfield's claim that black anti-Semitism has no correlation in the Jewish community 

contradicted Greenberg's cogent historical argument and also drew attention to the 

calculated rationality of anti-Semitism for the purposes of publicity. 

The evening panel explored both the history of Nazi oppression of people of color 

and their experience in Germany today. The sixth session explored the role of German 

immigrants in nineteenth-century abolitionism. Bruce Levine discussed the importance of 

class relations in the anti-slavery movement. Hartmut Keil explored the intellectual roots 

of the anti-slavery thought of Alexander von Humboldt and Otillie Assing, and Tamara 

Felding examined Assing's relationship with Frederick Douglass. The final panel 

discussed W.E.B. Dubois and his idea of double consciousness in both the representation 

of music in the text of Souls of Black Folk and his discussions of historical memory, in 

Black Reconstruction in America, in particular his exploration of official and alternate 

histories. 

The conference brought over thirty scholars to the Institute, many of whom came for 

the first time. The sessions prompted lively discussion throughout the conference, and the 

Smithsonian Institution University Press has expressed strong interest in publishing the 

papers from the conference as a volume of essays. 

 Elizabeth Alice White 

 

 

What is the Text of the Text? Reading the Files of East German Bureaucracies. 

Workshop at the German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C. October 14-15, 1994. 

Sponsored by the Volkswagen Foundation. Conveners: Peter Becker and Alf Lüdtke. 

The history of East Germany is booming in academe. However, it is only occasionally 

that any of the discussions revolve around the specific "textures" of the texts that were 

generated in the GDR. The workshop set out to close this gap by discussing various sorts 

of "texts" that originated from the bureaucracies of the state, the party, or other 

institutions. At the same time, it aimed to promote the communication between 


