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II. Accounts of Recent Conferences Sponsored or Co-Sponsored by the 

Institute 

 

A. "Germany and the West in the 19th and 20th Centuries. Part 1: 

Transatlantic Relationships." Lübeck, November 18-21, 1992. Conveners: 

Michael Salewski and Hartmut Lehmann. 

 

This conference, which the Institute co-sponsored, was the annual 

convention of the Ranke Society. The Ranke Society is to be commended for 

taking up the topic of transatlantic relations at a time when historians are 

justifiably more concerned with the recent upheavals in central and eastern 

Europe, greater access to archival resources, and the new research agendas 

that these developments have inspired. The conference focused on the long 

history of Germany's relationship with the United States. Its purpose was to 

evaluate the effects of German emigration to the New World, the impact of 

American constitutional thought on Germany's liberal tradition, the close 

mutual scrutiny between the world wars, and the increasing interdependence 

that developed as a result of World War II. The conference's four sections 

dealt with political, security, constitutional, and emigration issues. Michael 

Bouteillier, mayor of Lübeck, gave the opening remarks. 

The first session addressed topics central to the long history of political 

relations between Germany and the United States. Hermann Wellenreuther 

(Göttingen) was skeptical of the claim that the U.S. political system had 

served as an example for German liberal thought in the Vormärz period. His 

provocative interpretation was taken up in a later session in two papers that 

dealt explicitly with constitutional influences. Michael Dreyer (Cambridge, 

MA; Kiel) also questioned that the American Constitution served as a model 

for German constitutional thought in the nineteenth century; Jürgen 

Heideking (Tübingen) carried the debate into the twentieth century, 

analyzing respective influences of American constitutional thought on the 

Weimar Constitution and the Basic Law of the Federal Republic. Günter 

Moltmann (Hamburg) brought the political agenda back to fundamental 

issues with his analysis of the meaning of the Monroe Doctrine for 

Germany. Otto Pflanze (Bloomington, IN) elaborated on Bismarck's views 

of the 
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United States and the American perception of him. Detlef Junker (Hei-

delberg) took up the controversial issue of the mutual perceptions of Nazi 

Germany and the United States on the eve of World War II. Klaus Schwabe 

(Aachen) focused on the American view of the security problems that 

Germany created. The evening lecture was delivered by Gerhard Stoltenberg 

(Bonn), who surveyed NATO's changing role and new security challenges 

from the perspective of an experienced politician. 

Security concerns were also central to the next morning's session, which 

included papers by Wolfram Hanrieder (Santa Barbara) on the post-World 

War II partnership between the two countries; Stefan Frölich (Bonn) on the 

German question in the context of American security policy after 1945; and 

Christian Tuschhoff (Berlin/Washington, DC) on the continuity and changes 

in German security policy during the same period. 

The concluding panel addressed issues of emigration history. Jörg 

Nagler (Kiel) concentrated on the preeminent, political German emigrants 

during the Vormärz and after the failed revolution of 1848/49; Wolfgang 

Helbich (Bochum) recounted the expectations and desires of the mass of 

Germans emigrating to the United States in the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries; and Karl Holl's (Bremen) paper focused on exiles during the Nazi 

era. 

 Hartmut Keil 

 

 

B. "Begriffsgeschichte." Washington, D.C., December 18, 1992. 

Conveners: Hartmut Lehmann and Melvin Richter. 

 

Just a few days before Reinhart Koselleck returned to Germany, after 

spending the fall semester teaching at Columbia University, we were able to 

bring together a group of distinguished scholars at the Institute to discuss 

with him the scholarly merits of Begriffsgeschichte. Koselleck, together with 

Otto Btunner and Werner Conze, developed that concept and launched the 

major project of Geschichtliche Grundbegriffe in German-speaking central 

Europe since the eighteenth century. After both Brunner and Conze passed 

away, it was Koselleck who guided the multi-volume work to completion. 

We are grateful to Melvin Richter for having proposed to celebrate this 

event by arranging a one-day symposium on Begriffsgeschichte. Richter 

opened the program with an appreciation of Geschichtliche 


