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increasingly became a representative type of literature exhibiting an aura 

of truth and objective knowledge. This is also true of the political 

knowledge that encyclopedias impart: facts about the political system in 

general, particular institutions and offices, and basic values and norms. 

The encyclopedia implicitly provides the linkage between the political 

system and the public opinion that research on political culture tries to 

make explicit. Therefore, I will analyze such political key words as state, 

government, democracy, and freedom as defined in encyclopedias. 

My project focuses on decoding the basic cultural patterns of cognitive, 

evaluative, and affective assumptions that mold political reality in the three 

dimensions under examination and will apply it to the entire political 

discourse. 

The purpose of the project is to construct and evaluate an analytical 

concept integrating institutional theory and political culture, rather than to 

reconstruct the historical process. Therefore, I will look at three synchronic 

periods based on the significance of the expected results within a 

comparative framework that does not seek to be complete but exemplar. 

The time intervals chosen are the turn of the century (the Gilded Age and 

the German Empire), when the German and American political systems 

faced largely similar developments and demands; the 1930s (the New Deal 

and National Socialism), when their comparable political and social 

problems resulted in substantially different responses; and the cold war era, 

when the United States was rising as one of the two superpowers and the 

West German state was taking the shape of a Western representative 

democracy. 

E. "Emigration from Thuringia to the United States in the Second Half 

of the Nineteenth Century." (Ulrike Skorsetz) 

 

Although the historical and social research in the former West Germany has 

led to extensive works on the various aspects of emigration from parts of 

West Germany to the United States and on the immigration experience of 

Germans in the New World, emigration from the eastern parts of Germany 

is only now being seriously investigated. 

At the outset of my research on emigration from Thuringia, I visited the 

archives of various Thuringian principalities. I decided to concentrate on the 

districts of Saxony-Weimar, Saxony-Altenburg, and 
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Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, limiting my work to the second half of the 

nineteenth century. This time period stands out because a decree of 1848 by 

the Thuringian government officially allowed its subjects to emigrate, 

provided they were granted an emigration permit from the local authorities 

and announced their intentions in the local newspaper. I was able to use 

these permits and newspapers as sources for my project. 

Initially, I tried to gather statistical data on the emigration from the 

districts under investigation. However, my main focus is not on the 

statistical elements but on the social backgrounds of those who emigrated. I 

chose the sample year 1852, since it marked the first high point of 

emigration from Thuringia. In fact, the figures for 1852 were never 

surpassed in the district of Saxony-Weimar. 

Other aspects that I looked into included the legal and technical con-

ditions of emigration as determined by the laws in the different districts; the 

existence of emigration agencies and societies; the availability of financial 

support for very poor emigrants; and restrictions on emigration. 

For the main part of my study, my research in the United States over the 

next few years will concentrate on the fate of Thuringians in the New World. 

Where did they settle? To what extent was it possible to pursue the course of 

individual life after settlement in the United States? What economic and 

social positions did individuals or groups attain? Did the church help the 

Thuringian emigrants? If so, what sort of help did it give? Did the 

Thuringians retain their language, crafts, and customs (such as woodcarving, 

glassblowing, pottery, literature, papers, societies, etc.)? Did they maintain 

their ties with the Old Country? Did they write to family and friends and 

encourage others to follow them? How many of them returned home? 

The greatest difficulty seems to be finding out exactly where the Thu-

ringians settled. However, there are some leads: One group that emigrated 

from Saxony-Altenburg settled together in the vicinity of St. Louis and 

named its new town Altenburg. In addition, it is known that the Thuringian 

Emigration Society bought land in Pennsylvania and then sold it to fellow 

Thuringians. 

In answering these and other questions, I have so far received a great 

deal of help from American colleagues and genealogical researchers. For 

instance, I have learned that some Thuringians settled in Wisconsin, New 

Hampshire, and Texas. 
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I would greatly appreciate any further information on this matter; I may 

be contacted at the Institute. 

 

 

F. "A Social History of Household Trash in the United States." (Susan 

Strasser) 

 

In this project, I am inquiring about the afterlives of objects of everyday life, 

studying disposal as part of the larger process that encompasses production, 

distribution, purchase, and use. As such, it involves—in addition to putting 

things in the garbage or taking them to the dump—a set of choices with both 

economic and social dimensions that has included reuse, recycling, 

remodeling, fixing, using leftovers, and giving things away. 

My earlier work provides me with a distinctive perspective on this 

social and cultural history of household refuse. In Never Done: A History of 

American Housework (1982) and Satisfaction Guaranteed: The Making of 

the American Mass Market (1989), I explored complementary aspects of a 

fundamental transition in the American everyday experience. During the 

decades around the turn of the twentieth century, products manufactured, 

packaged, and advertised by large corporations replaced locally produced, 

often handmade and homemade goods. Along with new products that had 

never been made by hand, these objects transformed the ways in which 

people commonly fed, clothed, and sheltered themselves. Never Done 

studied housework as an economic activity, with an eye on technology, the 

labor process, and the broad scope of American capitalist development. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed examined the creation of markets for household 

products, concentrating on the new kinds of relationships between 

producers, middlemen, and consumers that were represented by the new 

products, their packaging, and their brand names. Like both of these books, 

my current project will focus on the interface between the private and the 

public, the economic (but not necessarily monetary) relationships of the 

household, and the domestic consequences of economic activity. 

In the project's first stage, which culminated in my Annual Lecture at 

the Institute in the fall of 1991, I surveyed secondary literature in a number 

of fields and a smattering of primary sources, in the process discovering both 

the breadth of the subject and its novelty. I found in nineteenth-century 

America a highly developed recycling system—a producers' market in rags, 

paper, bottles, bones, metal, and grease for 


