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which households had no further use. I also developed a theoretical and 

conceptual base that rested on the work of Mary Douglas, Michael 

Thompson, and Kevin Lynch. 

Using these writers' focus on process, trash may be understood as part 

of the normal functioning of the household and the economy. The economic 

proposition is straightforward: the growth of markets in new products 

depends on the continuous disposal of old things. In the household, the 

creation of trash is part of the creation of living, and the sorting process that 

determines whether something is trash is part of the housework. As the 

production and distribution processes changed during the late nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries, so did disposal and Americans' relationships to waste. 

Like the other aspects of the cycle, disposal became more commercialized 

and more subject to the profit motive, economies of scale, and other dictates 

of capitalism. And it emerged as a public issue, a problem of poverty during 

the early years of the twentieth century, and a problem of affluence at its 

end. 

Except for limiting my primary source investigations to the United 

States, I have deliberately kept my definition of this topic broad in scope; 

like my previous work, this project encompasses many potential 

monographs on which work has not yet been done. Moreover, there is no 

obvious research strategy; no single source or archive provides a basis for 

other research or a vantage point from which to examine other documents. 

Instead, the current stage of this project requires further work on a wide 

range of specific topics, such as scavenging, electric garbage disposers, 

product packaging, leftovers, disposable products, yard waste, and the 

marketing of products, such as pet food, that have substituted purchased 

goods for waste products. I am, for the most part, using published sources at 

the Library of Congress, such as trade journals, women's magazines, 

domestic manuals, home economics textbooks, city directories, government 

documents, and the writings of reformers. 

 

 

G. "The Edition of the Diaries of David Zeisberger." (Carola Wessel) 

As part of the effort of the German Historical Institute to make German 

sources in American archives available to scholars, Professor Hermann 

Wellenreuther and I are currently producing an annotated edition of the 

diaries of David Zeisberger, a Moravian missionary who lived among 
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the Delaware Indians in Pennsylvania and Ohio in the eighteenth century. 

Written for the information of other Moravian congregations, these diaries 

are kept in the Moravian Archives in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Since they 

were written in old German script and are thus extremely difficult to read, 

these diaries have remained virtually inaccessible to American scholars, who 

might not have otherwise ignored such a valuable source of information. 

In addition to the description of congregational life in a missionary 

town, which is of interest to theologians and church historians, the diaries 

offer many facts about the life of traditional Native Americans in the Upper 

Ohio Valley. They are therefore one of the few sources for anthropologists 

and ethnohistorians who study eighteenth-century indigenous cultures. 

The most important information to historians is that on Lord Dunmore's 

War and the Revolutionary War. This particular edition is limited to 

Zeisberger's records of the years 1772–1781, when the missionaries and the 

Christian Indian congregation settled in the Upper Ohio Valley. Since they 

lived in close proximity to the Delaware capital of Goschachgunk 

(Newcomerstown), it was impossible for them to refrain from politics. With 

the American forces in Fort Pitt and the British in Detroit, the Upper Ohio 

Valley was an area of conflicting and competing interests. Both parties tried 

to convince the Delawares to fight on their side or at least to remain neutral. 

Zeisberger influenced the decisions of the Delawares, since he was present 

in their councils and interpreted and wrote letters for them. 

In addition to detailed annotations, the edition will contain a compre-

hensive introduction covering the historical, theological, and anthropological 

background, as well as an extensive index. 

Related to this editorial project is my dissertation on the Delawares 

during the Revolutionary War, for which I will consider the Zeisberger 

diaries as a main source. I intend to describe the life of the traditional 

Delawares and the Christianized Native Americans in the mission 

congregation and to analyze the degree to which their lives were changed by 

European influences. My focus will be the interaction of Native American 

tribes (mainly Delawares, Shawnees, and Minques) among themselves and 

with the British and Americans. Since there has been little information on 

the role of the Native Americans involved in the American Revolution, this 

research promises to provide new insights into their decision-making 

processes, politics, and diplomacy. 


